Harp of the South
I will sing to You with the harp, O Holy One of Israel – Psalm 70:22
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On the evening of Monday, 28
Contents
February, the city of Adelaide was
blessed by the visit of the myrrhSoftener of Hardened
streaming icon, Softener of Hardened 1…
Hearts Icon
Hearts.
3… Friends
Despite the short notice, word 6… Metropolitan Hilarion’s
had got out to the local Orthodox Lenten Epistle
community. Well in excess of 200 7… Leave the Old Man Behind
people gathered at Saint Nicholas 8… Judge Not
Russian
Orthodox
Church, 9… Epistle of the Council of
Wayville. Russian, Greek, Serbian, Bishops
Antiochan and Byelorussian faithful, 10… Egypt’s Revolution
as well as Roman Catholic and Protestant visitors, came to pray 11… Orthodox World
13… Mission News
before the icon.
14… Hill – Ide Wedding
An Akathist (service of praise) and Molebin (prayer service) 15… Venerable Brigid
were served before the icon by the clergy. The sense of 16… In Memoriam: Nikolay
prayerfulness, and of the peaceful joy that comes from the Holy Donner
Spirit were palpable, as the congregation earnestly turned to God 17… Shamrock Corner
in faith and with hope. Perhaps some had come from curiosity, and
others came not knowing what to expect. But many stood praying,
knowing that this was a grace-filled visitation, and brought to God, through the intercessions
of the Most-pure Theotokos, the heavy burdens and deepest longings of their hearts.
At the conclusion of the service, everyone present was invited to venerate the icon and to
be anointed with its precious myrrh.
In a brochure prepared for a previous visit of this icon to Australia, we find these words:
‘Softener of Evil Hearts’... What a great deal of hope there is in the name of this icon: hope
that some day justice will triumph on earth, that people will become kind and charitable,
will begin to love one another. How difficult that is in our embittered world, and sometimes
the mere sight of someone else’s suffering is enough to soften our own evil hearts...”
As we discovered, the miracle of this icon is not simply the wonder that it streams myrrh.
Just as wonderful is the fact that
All those who turn to this icon in prayer sense that with the softening of evil hearts comes an
easing of spiritual and physical suffering. People come to realize that, when they pray for
their enemies before this icon, their feelings of enmity are softened, and that strife and hatred
leave, giving way to kindness.

REJOICE, MUCH-SORROWING MOTHER OF
GOD, TURN OUR SORROWS INTO JOY AND
SOFTEN THE HEARTS OF EVIL
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The	
  Story	
  of	
  the	
  Icon	
  
On 2 May 1998, a girl named Anastasia
Basharina was at the glorification of
Blessed Matrona of Moscow with her
mother. She felt she wanted to purchase
this paper mounted icon of the Mother of
God, Softener of Hardened Hearts. During
the glorification of blessed Matrona of
Moscow she placed the icon on righteous
Matrona’s holy relics—a well known and
loved saint of Moscow, who was sightless
from birth and crippled from her
adolescence. The blessed icon then was
kept in the Moscow apartment of
Margarita Vorobyev, the wife of Sergei
Leonidovich Fomin who now travels with
the icon.
On the occasion of the enthronement of
the newly elected Patriarch Kirill, the icon
began to stream myrrh strongly in the
family home, and was later brought to
church. The Softener of Hardened Hearts
icon was seen by witnesses to be damp
with myrrh. For this icon, and in the
context of the election of a new Patriarch,
the miraculous appearance of Myrrh was
taken to signify the healing and anointing
of a chosen servant of God.
The Softener of Hardened (or Evil) Hearts
is unusual in its depiction of the seven
swords or ‘sorrows’ of the Mother of God,
with one sword piercing the heart from
below. In Sacred Scripture, the number
seven usually indicates a given fullness and
abundance. In this case, it is the fullness of
that boundless sorrow, pain and ‘sickness
of heart’ experienced by the Theotokos
during her earthly life. Just as Christ would
be pierced with nails and a spear, so the
soul of His Most-pure Mother would be
pierced by a certain weapon of sorrow and
	
  

	
  
pain in her heart (see Luke 2:34–35).
All those who turn to Christ in prayer,
particularly through the intercessions of
His Most-pure Mother, sense that with the
softening of evil hearts comes an easing of
spiritual and physical suffering. When
people pray for their enemies before such
icons, their feelings of enmity are softened,
and internecine strife and hatreds abate,
giving way to kindness.
Sergei Fomin, who travels with the icon
around the world, knows of many miracles.
In Barnaul (Altai Krai), a four-year girl,
paralyzed from birth, was brought to the
icon on the feast of the Dormition of the
Theotokos, and the next day started to
walk – a year later the girl’s mother, in
gratitude, gave the Mother of God her
golden cross and chain. Another infant, in
the United States, suffering severe
complications from herpes of the mouth,
was anointed by her mother with myrrh
from the icon. That same day, for the first
time in months, the baby went to sleep
peacefully and by morning her mouth was
clean. In Yaroslavl, a mother prayed
before the icon for her daughter caught up
in a cult. That evening the daughter
accompanied her mother when she
returned to the church, and the next
morning requested baptism in the
Orthodox Church. She left the sect and
has become a regular churchgoer.
And so the testimonies might be
multiplied. Wherever the Softener of
Hardened Hearts goes, people are blessed
and discover the gracious help afforded by
the intercession of the Holy Virgin.
The Softener of Hardened Hearts icon
generally is commemorated on the Sunday
of All Saints.
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Father Peter

FRIENDS
One of the most popular shows ever in
television history was the American
sitcom,
‘Friends’.
Running
from
September, 1994, to its 236th episode in
May 2004, ‘Friends’ was built around the
lives of a group of Generation X singles
living in Manhattan. The show reflected
many of the shifting mores of the time and
had a significant cultural impact
throughout the English-speaking world. In
particular, in an age in which saw, on the
one hand, the rise of personal anonymity
and alienation in progressively massified
cities, yet, on the other, intensified
individualism along the lines of “be what
you want to be…do what you want to do”,
‘Friends’ held out the promise of
connectedness and humanity. According to
Wikipedia, the original pitch to NBC
declared, “It’s about…a time in your life
when everything’s possible. And it’s about
friendship because when you’re
single and in the city, your
friends are your family.”
Clearly, ‘Friends’ was the
right idea at the right time, but
it garnered strength also by
tapping into a hard-wired
human sensibility. The desire
for friendship is universal.
Indeed, it is difficult to think
of a culture at any time in
which friendship has not been
cherished.
Friendship might be defined in different
ways—companionship, mutual attraction
and affection, bonds of trust, and that
sense of being there for each other,
mateship—are just a few of the qualities
that spring to mind. However, the
common link, the thing that differentiates
friendship from mere aquaintance or a
range of utilitarian interactions, is that
friendship is a species of love. This is borne	
  
out by the words chosen in various
languages to denote ‘friend’, as in the
following examples.
•

	
  

English: ‘friend’, comes from the Old
English freond (‘friend’), formed from freogan
(‘to love, to favour’); though there is a
connection also with freo (‘free’). Compare
the Old High German, friudel (‘beloved, a
friend’), from the stem fri- ‘to love, cherish’,
which developed into the Modern German
freund.

•

Greek: in the Greek of the Bible, ‘friend’
generally is φιλος (philos), though the term
can refer also to ‘a relative’. It is closely
linked with the verb, ϕιλεϖ (phileō), ‘to be
fond of, to love, to show affection’. In its
earliest attrestations in Mycenaean Greek,
philos first conveyed the idea of ‘dear,
expensive, or valuable’, before becoming the
ordinary term for a friend or relative.

•

Hebrew: in the Old Testament, ( רעrēa‘)
covers a range of relationships including
friendship, but friendship is often expressed
more specifically by ( חברchābhēr), which
derives from an ancient root that occurs in
Akkadian, Ugaritic and Arabic, and other
Semitic languages, and which in one of its
forms carries the idea of ‘unite’ or ‘to be
joined together’.

•

Latin: the noun amicus (‘friend’) is derived
from the verb, amāre (‘to love’.) From this,
Old French developed amee (‘beloved’),
which is the origin of the female name,
‘Amy’, and which appears in
Modern French as ami (‘friend’).
•
Russian: приятель (prijátel)
is derived from Church Slavonic,
and preserves an ancient IndoEuropean root reconstructed in
priįāiō (‘like, love, favour’), and
prĭiet (‘friend’), and in the Sanskrit,
priya (‘dear, beloved’).i
•
Syriac: in the Syriac
(Aramaic) versions of the Bible, the
normal word for ‘friend’ is rāchmā
formed from the verb, rachmā, ‘to love’.

What strike us immediately about these
terms is the tendency to resort to the
vocabulary of love to denote a friend. This
type of love is not mere sentimentality.
Friendship is a bond that ties us to one
another and that enables us to share our
real selves with others. As C.S. Lewis said,
“Eros will have naked bodies; Friendship
naked personalities.”
The love of friendship is clearly seen in
what friends do for each other. For
instance, in the New Testament,
friendship often is expressed by costly
action. Thus a paralytic man’s friends go to
great lengths to bring him to Jesus for
healing, even to the extent of ripping off a
roof! (Mark 2:1–4); a friend has the
confidence to impose on his friend in the
middle of the night (Luke 11:5); friends
share in rejoicing when what was lost is
found (Luke 15:6,9); friends intervene to
prevent harm coming to a friend (Acts
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19:31); and friends provide care and support
in times of trouble (Acts 27:3). In the
bonds of friendship we accept others just
as they are, even when what they do is not
right or to our liking. Christ exemplified
this virtue when He reached out to the
social pariahs, earning the opprobrium of
the self-righteous who thought it an
accusation to call Him “a friend of tax
collectors and sinners” (Matthew 11:19).
In the Bible, without doubt, the most
amazing statement about friendship is
Christ’s declaration that His disciples are
His friends (John 15:13–15):
Greater love has no one than this, than to
lay down one’s life for his friends. You are
My friends if you do whatever I command
you. No longer do I call you servants, for a
servant does not know what his master is
doing; but I have called you friends, for all
things that I heard from My Father I have
made known to you.

Just prior to these words, our Saviour
reiterates His love for His disciples: as the
Father has loved Him, so
He loves them (John 15:9).
Since God loves all His
creation, the point here is
that
the
relationship
engendered by the inner
love of the Holy Trinity is
reflected in the relationship
of love between Christ
and His disciples. It is in
Christ that the love which
flows from the unity of
the Holy Trinity is laid
bare for all to see, and is directed to
mankind in His life, work, and death
(compare John 3:16). This is the love that
flows into the hearts of His disciples and
that draws us into the life of God. The love
of the Father for the Son flows into the
inner life of the disciples in order that we
may be in Christ, and in Christ that our
lives may be one in the Father (John 17:21,
26). In other words, the Lord is speaking
here of what the Bible means by
‘glorification’, and the Fathers by theosis.
However, there is a path that must be
travelled if we are to be glorified and to
enjoy perfect communion with God. In
John 15 the route is the royal pathway of
love, and one stage of progression is
friendship with God. Remarking on the
disciples’ transition from servants to
friends, Saint John the Roman says:
You see then that there are different
stages of perfection and that we are called
by the Lord from high things to still

	
  

higher…And whoever has been ‘a faithful
and wise servant’ [Matthew 24:45] will pass
to the companionship of friendship and to
the adoption of sons.ii

A model of the progression from servant
to friend (and beyond) is provided by the
Patriarch Abraham. He is the only person
in the Old Testament to be called “the
friend of God” (James 2:23, 2 Chronicles
20:7). As Abram he first set out on his
journey of faith to the Promised Land and
then, through tested faith and trusting
obedience, became the Abraham who
entered into covenant with God, and
through whose Seed all the nations of the
earth would be blessed (Galatians 3:13–20;
Hebrews 11:8–10). When Jesus calls His
disciples ‘friends’, He is in effect saying
that like Abraham they too are ‘friends of
God’. Thereby, as Saint Irenaeus observes,
He “declares Himself to be the Word of
God whom Abraham also followed
voluntarily and under no compulsion…”iii
Accordingly, as friends like Abraham,
the
relationship
has
entered a new, higher
level. The disciples can no
longer be as ‘servants’, or
‘slaves’ (the Greek term,
doulos, can mean either),
for they are His intimates:
they will know what the
Master is doing, as they
are “taught all things” by
the Holy Spirit (John
14:46), and will respond
freely
in
faith
and
obedience. They will do what Christ
commands, because as friends they are not
constrained by considerations of reward
and punishment (as in a master-slave
relationship), but rather by the Divine love
which has entered into the warp and woof
of their being. Such love, says Saint John
elsewhere, “has no fear,” but rather
“perfect love”—the love by which the
disciples are perfected—“casts out fear”
(1John 4:17–18).
This perfecting love has two essential
components: it is sacrificial and it is
obedient.
Around ANZAC Day it is not
uncommon to hear mention of Christ’s
saying: “Greater love has no one than this,
than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”
Without doubt, the battle fields of history,
as well as many other arenas of struggle and
endurance, are replete with instances of
people sacrificing themselves to save their
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mates. Humanity’s experience of what is
true, noble and loving, would incline most
people to agree with what Jesus said.
And yet there is an exception to the
saying, and that exception is Christ
Himself. By offering Himself up to the
sacrificial death upon the Cross, the Son of
Man went far beyond the extremities of
man’s love for man. For this was a death
for all mankind, lost in sin and ungodliness.
He died for a world at enmity with God
(John 15:18). As the Apostle Paul states,
“…Christ died for the ungodly…when we
were enemies” —not friends, not even
simple servants—“we were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son”
(Romans 5:6, 10). Enemies are turned to
friends by such love, and if we are friends
of Christ then we too will love sacrificially.
“He who says he abides in [Christ] ought
himself walk just as He walked” (1John 2:6).
So what does it mean in practice? Saint
Gregory Palamas answers this way:
And how did He walk? He obeyed the
heavenly Father, fulfilled all righteousness,
bestowed benefits on mankind, healed the
sick, taught those willing to listen,
reproved the disobedient, endured for the
sake of the obedient being spat upon by
the ungrateful, being struck, mocked,
scourged, and finally subjected to a
shameful death. iv

In other words, the love of the disciple
ought to express itself in ways that emulate
Christ’s example in these particulars. The
disciple does not ask, “What would Jesus
do?”, but rather, “What has Jesus done?”,
in order to know the royal pathway that he
or she ought to follow. When Christ
washed the feet of His disciple in the
Upper Room, He told them His act was
“an example, that you should do as I have
done to you” (John 13:5). The Apostle Peter
reminds us that we are called to follow in
Christ’s footsteps, “because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that
you should follow in His steps” (1Peter
2:21). This is the pathway of which Christ
spoke when He said that to follow Him
one must “deny oneself” and take up a
cross of personal sacrifice (Matthew 16:24).
There is a cost involved in being Christ’s
friend, as there is cost in all true
friendships, but there is also an
inexpressible and eternal reward.
The sacrificial nature of friendship with
Christ invariably leads to the second
consideration, obedience. “You are My
friends” says Jesus, “if you do whatever I
command you.” At first glance this may
	
  

seem to be a contractual statement: if you
do x, y, z, then you will be rewarded with
Christ’s friendship: in other words, its
motivation is the fear of losing Christ’s
friendship. However, to read these words
in that way will miss the point that Christ
is still talking about the inner illumination
of Divine love in the heart of the disciple,
which comes through union with Him.
The saying here parallels His previous
statement in John 15:10, “…abide in My
love, just as I have kept My Father’s
commandments and abide in His love.”
Being One with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, Christ loves because God is love
(1John 4:8). When He makes us friends He
brings us into this same life of love—a life
that will be lived by doing the perfect will,
the commandments, of God. As Saint
Isaac the Syrian explains:
By knowledge we discern that we must
keep His commandments and understand
that fear keeps the old commandments,
but
love
keeps
the
life-giving
commandments of Christ…It is evident
that the Son does not keep the
commandments of His Father from fear,
but from love. For this reason He
admonishes us that we should also keep
His commandments out of love…v

Sacrifice and obedience go to the core
of our friendship with Christ, for it is
through such love that He has redeemed us
from sin and will transform us for life with
God. As we discover when we follow Him
in faith, His is a friendship that never fails.
Sadly, friends can and do fail us. But not
Christ—not the Saviour Who so loved us
that He gave His life for us that we might
live and abide in the love of God eternally.
He has promised to be our very best
Friend, and on that promise, even in this
hectic and often unfriendly twenty-first
century, we can depend.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
i

The well-known товарищ (továrišč) is not ‘friend’ but
‘comrade’, though a connection with friendship is seen in
the suffix derived from the Turkic –iš ‘friend’. The stem
comes from a Turkic term, tavar, referring to ‘property,
goods, cattle’, and especially ‘sheep’. When coined around
the fourteenth century, továrišč initially meant ‘trading
partner’.

ii

iii
iv

Saint John the Roman (Cassian), Conferences 2.11.12.
Saint Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies 4.13.4.

Saint Gregory Palamas, Homily 44.6, in Christopher
Veniamin (ed. and trans.), Saint Gregory of Palamas, The
Homilies. (Waymart, PA: Mount Thabor Publishing,
2009), here at p. 349.

v

Saint Isaac the Syrian, ‘Epistle to Abba Symeon’, in
Holy Transfiguration Monastery (ed.), The Ascetical
Homilies of Saint Isaac the Syrian. (Boston: Holy
Transfiguration Monastery, 1984), p. 440.
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Great Lent
Great Lenten Epistle of the Primate of the Russian Church Abroad
	
  
In that Thou art compassionate, O Christ, I pray [Thee]: By true fasting and repentance bring to
life a soul done to death by the fruit of transgression; and grant that I may always walk in
the straight and good paths of Thine honored commandments, that having obtained Thy divine
glory, with all who love Thee I may glorify Thy goodness in all things, O Jesus.
-Sessional hymn after the Second Kathisma on Monday of the Second Week of Lent

Beloved in the Lord Archpastors, Pastors, Monastics and Laity!
Once again we enter a special period in church life—Great Lent. All of us, burdened with
life’s struggles, in the rhythm of modern life, cannot help but “travel in the distant land,” and
may God grant that we be as wise as the Prodigal Son who returned to his father, having
understood his poverty and inability for an independent, cognizant life because of his sins.
But we are often so burdened by temporal life with all of its bothers and complications that
we forget our very purpose on earth.
The Lord, desiring the salvation of each person, having spent forty days in the desert in
fasting and prayer, showed us the importance of these labors. Lent is a special time in the life
of the Church and of every one of her members, a time when we are called upon to
concentrate on pondering our life, recognizing our faults and the feebleness of the human
intellect which is not illuminated by the light of Divine Truth, and destined for death. During
Great Lent, we must regain sobriety, directing our lives onto the track of God’s
commandments, and this is helped by the length of the services and their special repentant
mood. Every Great-Lenten song is filled with humility and the recognition of the sinfulness of
human nature, with prayer to God, the Mother of God and God’s holy saints, prayer that we
sinners will not die but, purified, obtain Eternal Life.
As we proceed through Great Lent, which is great not only in its length but in its austerity,
we must not fall into despair, for as we pay heed to these same repentant Great-Lenten
prayers, we also hear the firm voice of hope and reliance on the mercy of God. Indeed, this
Lenten period is not a time when we must assume the likeness of a sufferer, or like the
Pharisee, praise our own Lenten podvigi, for Lent is a tool and a means by which we once
again regain clarity and boldness of mind, remembering that we Christians are only travelers
on this earth and that we strive for our Heavenly Fatherland, strive towards our Father! We
must pray to God, humbly beseech Him that we worthily pass through the period of Great
Lent.
Every week of Great Lent provides us with an example of growth in spiritual life: the
Week of the Triumph of Orthodoxy shows us the correctness of the chosen path, the victory
of the Church of Christ over the devil; the second week is devoted to St Gregory Palamas,
which shows us the path towards Light, and so to the true path; the Veneration of the Cross
emboldens us in the middle of the difficult but salvific road; St John of the Ladder,
remembered during the fourth week, presents us with the Ladder upon which upon which,
girded with purposeful desire, we will no doubt ascend on the path of our spiritual growth; St
Mary of Egypt, as a bright lighthouse shows us that even in depths of dishonor, we can be
elevated towards God even in our earthly life, so long as we have patience and genuine
repentance in the sins we have committed.
The crown of Great Lent, the fore-image of future life, is the Greatest of Events in the
whole world, the Bright Resurrection of Christ, the Pascha of the Lord! It is this great
celebration of the spirit over flesh that we must behold over the course of this long but
salvific Forty-day Fast, remembering that as we proceed properly along the path of Great
Lent and preserve piety within our souls throughout our entire lives, we will be bestowed with
undying life through the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ!
HILARION,
Metropolitan of Eastern America and New York, First Hierarch of the Russian Church Abroad
(New York, 10 March, 2011)
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Great Lent
Leave the Old Man Behind
Father John Ocana
…that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts…and that you put on the new man – Ephesians 4:22–24.
Great Lent is often described as a journey. If we examine what is involved in making a
journey we shall readily agree that the comparison is justified. It may also help us to focus on
what it is we are expected to be doing during these forty days. Most people relish the thought
of going on a journey, and if we are able to regard Great Lent as the wonderful opportunity
that it is, we shall receive positive benefit from it, and will not waste time in "waiting it out,"
acting as though we are temporarily stuck in a trap of restrictions: "don't do this," "don't eat
that.
There are certain aspects to be considered before setting out on a journey, which may even
determine its success or failure. It is necessary to have at least some idea of one's destination,
the more specific the better; it is useful to have a map or guide to point out the shortest or
most efficient routes. In order to reach the destination, which is the very purpose of a journey
(we are not speaking here of pleasure-trips), one must concentrate on making some sort of
progress. Above all, one must realize that a journey implies action, action which results in the
change from one location to another.
How is this similar to Great Lent? Great Lent is a journey to
Pascha, to the Resurrection of Christ. But we shall not reach it if we
do not attain in some measure the resurrection of our own souls. For
this reason, during these forty days a task is set before us to effect a
change in ourselves from one spiritual state to another. This is
variously expressed in the Scripture and the writings of the Church
Fathers as a transformation from the carnal man to the spiritual man,
the change from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, from
death to life. The holy Apostle Paul describes it as taking off the old
man and putting on the new. This then, defines the purpose of our
journey, the means by which we shall attain our destination.
At the outset of the Israelites’ journey to the Promised Land, God
gave them a set of instructions; He gave them the Ten Commandments to follow. But they
hardened their hearts; they murmured against God and were disobedient to His
commandments. As a result they wandered the desert for forty years, and none of those who
set out on the journey from Egypt reached the destination except Joshua.
Like the Israelites, we too begin our journey in Egypt, in bondage to our passions. And we
are also given certain instructions. In the Gospel reading for Forgiveness Sunday we are
presented with three guiding principles: to forgive others their sins, that our Heavenly Father
might forgive us our sins; to fast, not as the hypocrites but to be seen by God alone; and to lay
up our treasures in heaven. To these we might add the rest of the Sermon on the Mount, for
there our Lord lays out for us the commandments of a Christian life.
We read in the Scriptures that God's commandments are “spirit and life;” they have the
power to effect that change in our souls which is the purpose of our journey. Unless we follow
them, however, we are in danger of spending time wandering aimlessly in the desert, and all
our fasting and prostrations will be to no avail.
In his excellent book, The Arena, Bishop Ignatius Brianchaninov writes, “A person who
neglects the commandments ruins himself and remains in a carnal and worldly state, in a
fallen condition,” but the doer of the commandments is saved, for “they restore a dead soul to
life.” A destination is never reached on good intentions alone. Through the Scriptures we are
constantly being edified and admonished, inspired and urged to take action in order to effect
the change from the old man to the new, a change indispensable for our salvation.
The Psalmist wrote: “Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my paths” (Psalm
118:105). It is impossible to make a journey in darkness, but in following Christ's
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commandments we can be enlightened and find our way. We must be careful, however, not to
be fooled by the illusory light of our fallen nature, the righteousness of our old man; this can
only serve to lead us into greater darkness and to estrange our souls still further from Christ.
The great hierarch of the Church, St. Gregory Palamas, prayed constantly, “Lord, enlighten
my darkness.” We, too, sing with the Church in the First Week of Lent: “Illumine me, for I
am darkened by the delusion of the adversary; that, walking in the light of Thy
commandments I may come in purity unto the saving dawn of Thy Resurrection.”
Perhaps we try to follow the commandments. The rich young ruler of the Gospel also
claimed to abide by the commandments, but when told by the Lord, “Sell whatever you have,
and give to the poor...and come...follow Me” (Mark 10:21), he was unable to obey. What kind
of riches are holding us back from making progress on our journey? St. Peter said to the Lord,
“See, we have left all, and followed You” (Matthew 19:27). These apostles were not rich. What
did they leave? They left behind what was natural to them: their work, their kinsmen, their
‘natural man’; in a word, they denied themselves. This is at the heart of the commandments.
And this we must do, for “the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for
they are foolishness unto him” (I Corinthians 2:14).
Let us, therefore, concentrate each day on making some progress in our lenten journey.
Leaving behind our old man--who is filled with self-opinion, arrogance and continually grieves
the Holy Spirit--let us hasten to put on the new man who is clothed in patience, humility and
love. If we make this effort according to our strength, at the end of these forty days, we shall,
with God's mercy, behold Christ, "radiant with the inaccessible light of the Resurrection, and
shall hear Him saying clearly Rejoice! as we sing the hymn of victory."
Slightly edited version of an article first published in Orthodox America, Issue 47, Feb. 1985. Archpriest John
serves at Saint Herman of Alaska Mission Parish, Sunnyvale, California. This article can be accessed at Orthodox
America, www.roca.org/OA/47/47a.htm

JUDGE NOT…
In one of the monasteries in Russia, in the
days before the Revolution, there lived a
certain monk who was carefree and spent
his life in idleness. When the time came
for him to die, the other monks of the
monastery were very afraid for the soul of
their lazy brother. They feared that the
departure of his sinful soul was going to be
extremely agonizing, that the final minutes
of his life here on earth would be spent in
great pain. But, when they had gathered at
his deathbed, they found exactly the
opposite of what they had expected. Their
brother was dying quietly and, with joy, he
was dying the death of a righteous man.
Everyone was amazed at this and one of
the brothers could not contain himself and
asked: “Tell us, dear brother, why is your
death so peaceful and joyful? You are the
first to admit that you spent your life as a
monk improperly and carelessly.”
The sick one, strengthened by the
Grace of God, raised himself up from his
deathbed and told his brothers about a
great vision he was privileged to see at the

	
  

start of his grave illness. The monk told of
how angels visited him and showed him a
list of his many sins. After reading the list
to him, the angels asked: “Do you
remember committing these sins?” The
monk answered, “Yes, I do,” and awaited
judgment for the multitude of his
wrongdoings. To his great surprise, the
angels then told him that all of his sins
every last one, was being forgiven. When
the monk asked the angels why he had
been so mercifully granted forgiveness, the
angels answered: “You are forgiven this
multitude of sins because ever since the
time that you entered the monastery, you
have not judged anyone. Your life has been
improper in other respects, but you never
held a grudge against anyone, and forgave
everybody on the spot. And the Lord God
has promised that those who did not judge
shall not be judged, and those that forgave
would be forgiven.” “Having heard this
from the angels,” continued the sick monk,
“it is easy for me to die with joy.” Upon
finishing his explanation the monk lay back
on his bed and departed in peace into
eternal sleep.
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Epistle of the Council of Bishops to the Clergy, Monastics,
Laity and All the Faithful Children of the Russian Orthodox
Church
Adopted February 4,
2011, by the Council of
Bishops of the Russian
Orthodox Church.

Beloved in the Lord
fathers, dear brothers
and sisters, faithful
children
of
the
Russian
Orthodox
Church!
The Holy Council of Bishops, having convened on February 2-4, 2011, in the city of
Moscow, invokes upon all of you God’s mercy, peace and love, glorifying together with the
Apostle our Lord and Creator, Who, “according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you!” (1 Peter
1:3-4).
By the mercy of the Lord, the witness of the Truth of Christ continues to be manifested.
The Church, fulfilling the legacy of her Divine Founder by preaching the Gospel to all of
creation (Mark 16:15), turns her voice to the broadest circles of humanity. Striving to manifest
the blessed and perfect will of the Almighty, that all people “be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth” (1Timothy 2:4), she does everything possible that this will be
incorporated in human lives and in human communities.
The Council appeals to every Orthodox Christian to remember the words of Holy
Scripture, that “faith without works is dead” (James 2:26), and so we must “as every man hath
received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God” (1 Peter 4:10).
Everything the Church lives by, everything she does is infused with care for the salvation of
mankind. Living upon the earth, Orthodox people must strive towards Heaven. Concerned by
events in society, expressing care for the suffering and needy, considering ways of better
establishing church life, all of this comprises the visible continuation of their prayerful
boldness and participation in the salvific Mysteries which unite man with God. Our words
and deeds must show us to be “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matthew
5:13-14), so that everyone around us, beholding the lives of Orthodox Christians, would glorify
the Father in Heaven (Matthew 5:16).
The Council discussed paying due tribute to the New Martyrs and the innocent victims of
the 20th century, the social service of pastors and laity, care for church helpers and for the
life of small native populations, the attitude of the Church towards blasphemy and slander,
and perfecting various forms of church activities. Many hierarchs, pastors and laypersons
participated in preparing the most important Council documents, for its successful labors
were preceded by the work of an established ecclesiastical organ, the Inter-Council Presence.
Guided by the principal of full openness to the opinions of the children of the Church, the
Council adopted many of their wishes and proposals. We call upon the clergy and laity,
people young and old, those possessed of experience and knowledge, as well as those who
have only recently come to embrace salvific grace, to continue to participate, actively,
thoughtfully and with a sense of duty, in the general ecclesiastical discussions of the Council.
The Church is all of us: the children of various nations, representatives of various
generations and professions, those who live in various countries. The Apostle reminds all of
us: “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of
administrations, but the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). We have a common ancient
tradition, having its origins in the Kievan baptismal font. We have a common spiritual ideal,
based on the Gospel of the Kingdom of God and manifested in the life by our holy ancestors.
Let us preserve this ideal. Let us preserve our unity. Let us accept the mission of the church
as our duty and our calling, infusing with the spirit of the Orthodox faith all of our labors, all
those around us, the life of the entire world, which awaits from us the words of truth and
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works of love. For therein lies the investment in our salvation. Therein, too, lies our hope to
come to hear the words of the Lord Himself: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34).
Once again we turn to you with the words of the Apostle and the beloved disciple of our
Saviour: “Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love” (2 John 1:3) and from the Holy Spirit.
PATRIARCH KIRILL OF MOSCOW AND ALL RUSSIA
and the Members of the Presidium of the Council of Bishops.

Egyptian Revolution: Muslims and Christians United
by Samir Khalil Samir

This is an edited extract from an article in AsiaNet.it by the Egyptian Roman Catholic priest and scholar, Samir Khalil
Samir. Father Samir is widely known and respected as an authority in Christian Arabic studies, and as a voice of moderation
in Egypt and Lebanon. The full article is online at http://www.asianews.it/index.php?l=en&dos=144&size=A

Many wonder if the Egyptian revolution and the overthrow of Muhammad Hosni Mubarak,
who was a politically moderate president, will result in Egypt falling into the hands of the
Muslim Brotherhood in or some extremist Islamic group.
There is no doubt that Mubarak was opposed to the Muslim Brotherhood and that he
aspired to a secular state and a modern secular society (dawlah madaniyyah hadîthah, rather
than dawlah ‘almâniyyah, as he himself said in his speech at al Azhar on September 5 2010, and
again in Parliament, December 19, 2010). Meanwhile, however, the Muslim Brotherhood
movement has changed somewhat in the aftermath of giving up violence, and no longer seeks
to establish an Islamic caliphate, or to apply Islamic Sharia in all its aspects. Indeed it aims to
maintain the general practice along the lines of Islam, but it is not yet known to what extent.
However, alongside this movement others equally as strong want a more neutral, and more
liberal society regarding religious traditions, as has clearly emerged from a survey carried out
in Cairo and in Alexandria on February 5 to 8...We know that the [Coptic] Patriarch
Shenouda III was not favourable in the first week, towards the popular movement and
ardently defended President Mubarak. The reason was that no one knew how this movement
was going to end. [However] the Coptic people took to the streets from the very outset of
the protests. The ‘revolution,’ or rather the Egyptian intifada, was the peoples’ revolution.
Copts and Muslims, hand in hand, without discrimination. Perhaps in reaction to the savage
attack against the [Coptic church of Saint Mark and Pope Peter] in Alexandria last New
Year’s Eve.

Below: some photos from Tahrir Square, Cairo. The national unity between Muslims and
Christians recalls the great independence protests in 1919, says Father Samir. Let us pray that the current
events will result in a better deal for all of Egypt’s Christian community.
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Orthodox World
Patriarch	
  Kirill	
  Sends	
  Condolences	
  to	
  
New	
  Zealand
(Interfax, 24 February 2011)	
  

His Holiness has sent a message of
condolence to Mr John Kee, Prime
Minister of New Zealand.
Your Excellency:
It was with profound sorrow that I received
news of the earthquake in Christchurch that
took away many human lives, caused pain and
suffering and deprived thousand of shelter. I
would like to express my most sincere sympathy
to the near and dear of the victims and to assure
you and the entire people of New Zealand in
prayerful support of the Russian Orthodox
Church during this hard time.
May the All-Merciful Lord rest the souls of the
dead, heal the wounded and console all those
who have suffered from the destructive natural
disaster. Let our hope of the survival of people
who are still under the rubble be firm.
With deep condolences,
+Kirill
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia
The Christchurch earthquake has affected
all Australians deeply, and our hearts go
out to all those who have suffered directly
and indirectly from this tragedy.
As soon as news was received of the
event, prayer was being offered for the
victims.
Father
Vladimir
Boikov
(Auckland) has kept the Australian
ROCOR clergy posted concerning the
situation of the Orthodox faithful in the
earthquake zone.
Sadly, we have received news that our
sister Tamara Cvetanova has been
positively identified among the dead.
Give rest, O Lord, to the soul of Thy departed
servant the newly-reposed Tamara. Grant, O
Lord, comfort and solace to her husband
Srechko, and her children Todor and Ekaterina.
We remember in prayer our missing
Romanian sister, Tamara Harca. Please
continue to uphold Father Arkady and the
	
  

parishioners of Saint Nicholas Church,
Christchurch.
	
  

	
  Primate	
  Prays	
  for	
  Terrorist	
  Victims	
  
On 26 January, His Holiness Patriarch
Kirill of Moscow and All Russia held a
requiem litiya at his home chapel of the
Vladimir Icon of the Mother of God for
the victims of the terrorist act at the
Domodedovo airport.
That same day, requiem services for the
victims of the terrorist act were served in
all the churches of Moscow.

Church	
  of	
  Cyprus	
  Thanks	
  Boy	
  George	
  
On 20 January, the Orthodox Church of
Cyprus thanked former Culture Club
singer, Boy George, for returning a stolen
icon of Christ.
Boy George agreed to return the 18th
century icon he bought from a London art
dealer in 1985 after being presented with
proof of its true origin. The Church said it
was alerted about the icon's whereabouts
by an informer who saw the singer with it
on a Dutch TV show last November.
Boy George, who said he was unaware of
the icon's history when he bought it, was
positive about returning it, and personally
handed the icon over to Brussels-based
Bishop Porfyrios. In return, the bishop
gave him a modern icon of Christ as a
token of gratitude and “with the wish that
11	
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others soon follow his example.”
Archbishop Chrysostomos II of Cyprus
congratulated the singer for doing the right
thing. “The moment he heard that the icon
was stolen, I think that he did right to
return it to the Church of Cyprus to which
it belongs. We thank him and if he ever
comes to Cyprus, we will certainly
welcome him.”
The Church said that Boy George
expressed hope that the icon would soon
be returned to the church of Saint
Charalambos in the village of Neo Chorio
Kythreas from where it was taken.
It is believed that scores of religious
artifacts, including icons and mosaics, were
looted from Greek Cypriot churches in the
Turkish Cypriot north after Turkey’s 1974
invasion, which followed a failed coup by
supporters of union with Greece.

Russian	
  Orthodox	
  Monastery	
  	
  
Consecrated	
  in	
  Thailand	
  
On 18 February, the Holy Assumption
Monastery and its church, in Ratchaburi
province, Thailand, were consecrated by
the
Russian
Orthodox
Church
representative in Thailand, Archimandrite
Oleg (Cherepanin). In attendance were
Orthodox priests, the officials of the
Russian embassy, Thai authorities,
representatives of the local Protestant and
Catholic communities, and numerous
pilgrims.
The construction of the monastery
started in November, 2009 when the
Orthodox Church Fund in Thailand
purchased land to construct the church
and an Orthodox cemetery. Currently, the
monastery includes a completed church, a
chapel, father superior's suite, monks’ cells,
household premises and a garden. The
monastery plans to put up a school and a
belfry. Already, men from Russia,
Romania, Thailand and Laos have
expressed a desire to join the monastery.
	
  

	
  
Bid	
  to	
  Place	
  Bethlehem	
  on	
  World	
  
Heritage	
  List	
  
On 8 February, the Palestinian Authority
announced the nomination of Bethlehem,
	
  

the birthplace of the Lord Jesus, including
the Church of the Nativity and the
Pilgrimage Route, for the World Heritage
List.
The move is supported by the
Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem,
together with the Roman Catholics and
Armenians, who are custodians of the
Church of the Nativity.
While it might be thought that the
West Bank town would have been added
to the UNESCO list years ago, like most
issues in the Holy Land, it has become
entangled in the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.
The Palestinians are hoping that getting
UNESCO to recognise Bethlehem as a
part of Palestinian cultural heritage will
give impetus to their struggle to establish a
state. This timing is crucial for us, it is part
and parcel of our plan to end the (Israeli)
occupation and build the institutions of
the state of Palestine," tourism minister,
Mr Khulud Daibes said.
“Where Jesus Christ was born is one of
the most important cultural places in the
world. It is from here that the message of
peace and light was brought to the world
by the Prince of Peace,” said Bethlehem
mayor Victor Batarseh.
And UNESCO officials agree. “Who
can question that the Nativity Church is a
world heritage site?” said Louise
Haxthausen, head of UNESCO's Ramallah
office, who has worked with the
Palestinian tourism ministry in preparing
the bid. However, UNESCO may not even
be able to consider the bid for the same
reason that Bethlehem has not been added
to the list to date: Palestine is not yet a
recognised state.
Officials said UNESCO recognition was
crucial to help preserve the Church of the
Nativity, a fourth century basilica built by
the Roman Emperor Constantine over the
site of the stable where the Blessed Virgin
Mary gave birth to the Lord Jesus after she
and Joseph could find no room at the inn.
While the events of the second
Palestinian uprising (2000–2005) kept
visitors away for a while, pilgrims and
tourists are returning in ever greater
numbers. Officials are now hoping that
more than two million visitors will arrive in
2011 in the town of 27,000. UNESCO will
consider nominations in July 2012.
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MISSION NEWS
Ladies	
  who	
  lunch	
  

We won’t say the Blokes Day Out was the
catalyst (see HarpS #1), but a few of the
Mission women did manage to escape the
clutches of respective spouses, and one
fiancé, to enjoy a day of fun and fellowship
together.
On Sunday, 16 January, after the Divine
Liturgy, four of the Mission ladies
Matushka Anne, with Bethany, Adriana
and Evelyn, as well as two ‘ring-ins’, Marina
and Lucy, climbed into a drive yourself
minivan and headed off south, to McLaren
Vale.
There they headed to the Primo Estate
winery to try out some fine wines, cheese
with crusty bread and olive oil. This was
followed by lunch at Coriole Vineyards,
dining al fresco with platters of local
produce. Later coffee and cake were
enjoyed at Bracegirdle’s at Oxenberry
Farm.
In addition to being something of a
gastronomic extravaganza, it was a good
time for conversation and getting to know
each other better.
Mission	
  Moving	
  to	
  own	
  Premises
Since commencing the early Sunday
morning Liturgies in English at Saint
Nicholas Church, Wayville, in 2005, we
have been looking for premises from which
to develop an English-language Orthodox
mission.
You might think that finding such a
place in Adelaide, the ‘City of Churches’,
would not be too difficult. Alas, what may
have been true of Adelaide fifty years ago is
no longer the case. Church buildings have
disappeared at a rate of knots in the inner
city
suburbs,
many
having
been
demolished, or else turned into restaurants,
	
  

nightclubs and businesses. Consequently,
we’ve had a battle finding an old church
building or hall that could serve our
purposes. We’ve looked at a lot of
alternatives, including renting a shop,
office or warehouse, but the rents have
been prohibitive and the zoning
regulations a minefield.
However, after exploring many options,
through the prayers of our Heavenly
patron, Saint Patrick, an opportunity
presented itself to lease a disused church
building only fifteen – twenty minutes
drive away from the city centre.
Thus, since last December, we have
talking with the Anglican Diocese of
Adelaide about leasing the vacated
building. Notwithstanding the tremendous
goodwill of the Anglican Diocese, the
matter has involved some protracted
negotiations,
but
hopefully
the
documentation will soon be finalised, at
least in time for us to set up at the new
premises for Holy Week and Pascha.
This is a big step of faith for our small
Mission. The Anglicans have been
generous about the rent, however it is still
for us a considerable commitment.
However, we believe it is the right move at
the right time, and we are full of thanks to
God for His provision.
We would value your prayers for the
Mission and this undertaking in particular.
We would also ask our friends and
supporters to consider helping financially.
If you would like to donate, call Father
Peter on 0882871710 or 0466720088, or
email (frpeter@iprimus.com.au), and we’ll
forward you details to make a transfer to
the Mission bank account. Alternatively,
cheques and money orders made out to
“Saint Patrick Orthodox Mission” may be
sent to:

Saint Patrick Orthodox Mission
c/- Saint Nicholas Russian Orthodox
Church
41 -42 Greenhill Road
Wayville SA 5034.
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Hill – Ide Wedding
On Sunday 23 January, we celebrated our first wedding as Saint Patrick Mission. Bethany
Anne Hill, daughter of Father Peter and Matushka Anne, was united to Timothy Bruce Ide,
the son of Bruce and Anne Ide, in the sacrament of Holy Matrimony.
To add to the blessing of the day, His Eminence Metropolitan Hilarion of Eastern American
and New York, First Hierarch of the Russian Church Abroad, was able to be present and to
preside at the service. Assisting His Eminence were: Mitred Archpriest Michael Protopopov,
Dean of Southern Australia, Rector: Church of
Our Lady’s Dormition, Dandenong, Victoria, and
also Bethany’s Godfather; ArchpriestVladimir
De
duh
in,
Rec
tor:

Deduhin, Rector: Saint Nicholas Church, Wayville; Father Peter; and
Protodeacon Alexander Kotlaroff, from Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox
Cathedral, Strathfield, NSW. Mr George Bergholcs from the Saint
Nicholas parish served as reader. The Saint Nicholas parish choir sang
magnificently under the direction of Mrs Natalie Stanco, who had also
arranged a setting of Saint Patrick’s Breastplate that was sung during the
signing of the register.
We congratulate Tim and Beth, wishing them Many Years!
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Venerable Brigid (Bridget) of Ireland
Commemorated on February 1 (o.s.)

Compiled from various Lives of the Saint

Saint Brigid (or Bride, Bridget, Brigit,
Ffraid) lived at the time when pagan
Ireland was embracing the Christian faith
through Saint Patrick’s missionary efforts.
She was born around 450 in Faughart,
about two miles from Dundalk in County
Louth. According to Tradition, her father
was a pagan named Dubthach, and her
mother was Brocessa (Broiseach), one of
his slaves. Both had been baptised by Saint
Patrick.
As a child Brigid showed special love for
the poor. When her mother sent her to
collect butter, the child gave it all away.
Brigid saw the beauty and goodness of God
in all His creation. Cows
made her love God more, and
so did wild ducks, which
would come and sit on her
shoulders and hands when
she
called
to
them.
Throughout her life she was
popular,
friendly
and
approachable. But she was
also a true ascetic and a great
evangelist in word and deed
of the Gospel of Christ.
At a young age Brigid had
consecrated herself to God,
and
received
monastic
tonsure at the hands of Saint
Mael of Ardagh. Soon after
this, she established a
monastery on land given to her by the King
of Leinster. The land was called Cill Dara
(Kildare), or ‘the church of the oak.’ This
was the beginning of women's cenobitic
monasticism in Ireland.
Brigid and seven others who also wished
to become nuns were given habits of white
wool to put on, and white homespun cloth
became the dress of Irish nuns for many
centuries. They were each asked to choose
one of the Beatitudes from the Sermon on
the Mount, which would have special
meaning for them. Brigid choose ‘Blessed
are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy’ as her particular text, and
throughout her life her open-handed
generosity and her compassion more than
met the needs of those who came to her
for help.
Stories of her generosity abound. It was
	
  

recorded that if she gave a drink of water
to a thirsty stranger, the liquid turned into
milk; and that when she sent a barrel of
beer to one Christian community, it
proved to satisfy seventeen more. Many of
the stories about her relate to the
multiplication of food. Even her cows gave
milk three times a day to provide milk for
some visiting bishops.
Dedicated to improving the spiritual as
well as the material lives of those around
her, Abbess Brigid made her monastery a
remarkable house of learning, including an
art school. The illuminated manuscripts
originating there were praised, especially
the Book of Kildare, which was reputed to
be one of the finest of all
illuminated Irish manuscripts
before its disappearance
three centuries ago.
Once she fell asleep during
a sermon of Saint Patrick,
but with his good-humour he
forgave
her.
She
had
dreamed, she told him, of the
land ploughed far and wide,
and of white-clothed sowers
sowing good seed. Then
came others clothed in black,
who ploughed up the good
seed and sowed tares in its
place. Patrick told her that
such would happen; false
teachers would come to Ireland and uproot
all their good work. This saddened Saint
Brigid, but she redoubled her efforts,
teaching people to pray and to worship
God, and telling them that the light on the
altar was a symbol of the shining of the
Gospel in the heart of Ireland, and must
never be extinguished.
Perhaps one of the loveliest of the many
stories told of Saint Brigid concerns her
sitting one evening with the blind nun
Dara. From sunset to sunrise they spoke of
the joys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and of
the love of Christ, losing all track of time.
Saint Brigid was struck by the beauty of
the earth and sky in the morning light.
Realising that Sister Dara was unable to
appreciate this beauty, she became very
sad. Then she prayed and made the Sign of
the Cross over Dara's eyes. Immediately,
the blind nun's eyes were opened and she
15	
  

saw the sun in the east, and the trees and
flowers sparkling with dew. She looked for
a while, then turned to Saint Brigid and
said, “Close my eyes again, dear Mother,
for when the world is visible to the eyes,
then God is seen less clearly by the soul.”
Saint Brigid prayed again, and Dara
became blind once more.
Saint Brigid fell asleep in the Lord in the
year 523 after receiving Holy Communion
from Saint Ninnidh of Inismacsaint. She
was buried at Kildare, but her relics were
transferred to Downpatrick during the
Viking invasions. It is believed that she
was buried in the same grave with Saint
Patrick and Saint Columba of Iona.
The best-known custom connected with
Saint Brigid is the plaiting of reed crosses
for her feast day. Tradition has it that
while the saint was tending a dying pagan
chieftain, she spent her time in prayer and
plaited some rushes from the floor into the
shape of an equal-armed cross. Her patient
asked about this, and after being told of
Jesus Christ and the message of salvation
he was baptised before he died.

98-year old parishioner
of Sretensky Monastery
carries bricks when
attending services
The oldest parishioner of the Sretensky
Monastery in Moscow is 98 years old. The
woman always carries two bags with one
brick in each. She ties the bags to a shawl
and carries them on her neck, one at her
left, and another at her right side, father
superior of the monastery, Archimandrite
Tikhon Shevkunov, said in an interview to
the Krestovsky Most Orthodox newspaper.
“Why do you need the bricks?” I kept
asking her. She said, “I need them for
balance, otherwise I can't keep myself
straight.” She comes to the service from
Belyayevo which is the most distant part of
Moscow, Father
Tikhon adds.
The monastery
has many young
parishioners and
almost half of
them are under
45. “I recall when
elderly
women
first appeared in
the
monastery
	
  

and how important their visits were for us.
We did everything to make them feel
comfortable and at ease, they made us all
happy,” Father Tikhon said.
(Moscow,
March
5,
Interfax,
online
at:
http://www.interfax-religion.com/?act=mosaic&div=364)

IN MEMORIAM
Nikolay Donner

7 July 1921 – 12 February 2011

The Funeral of our brother in Christ, Mr
Nikolay Donner, was held on 17 February,
at Saint Nicholas Church. The service was
conducted by the Very Rev. Mitred
Archpriest Michael Protopopov, and the
Rev. Archpriest Vladimir Deduhin.
Nikolay Donner was a pillar of the
Russian community and the Adelaide
Parish. He made a major contribution to
the Russian Scout movement, which will
be remembered for many years to come.
He also had a distinguished career,
including as Botanist at the Adelaide
Herbarium, and is listed in the Australian
National Herbarium’s Australian Plant
Collectors and Illustrators.
Born in Yugoslavia, in 1921, Mr Donner
was the beloved husband of his late wife
Marina, and the father and father-in-law of
Nina and Gennaro and Tatiana and
Michael. He was the Deda of Dimitry and
Abbey, Sasha and Georgia, Anna and John,
Adrian and Lisa, and Kirra and Nathan,
and had five Great grandchildren.
As we stood in the temple and prayed
for our brother, we were saddened by our
loss. Yet there was also a sense of peace
and of quiet joy, for Christ is the
Resurrection and the Life, and Nikolay had
sought to serve Him and His Church. He
was in every respect a good and faithful
servant.
Very generously the family have
donated Mr Donner’s fine collection of
icons to Saint Patrick Mission. We thank
them and assure them that the icons will
be treasured, even as we will continue to
pray for our brother.
ВЕЧНАЯ ПАМЯТЬ
Memory Eternal!
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Kids’ Page

Do you know the story of the Good Samaritan?
It is a parable – a story that tells us something we
need to know about God and His Kingdom.
The Lord Jesus told this story to help us know
what loving our neighbour means.
You can read the story in St Luke’s Gospel,
chapter 10, verses 25 to 37. You could ask Dad
or Mum to read it with you.
When someone does a kindness, people often
say that person is “a Good Samaritan”.
Every year, on the Sunday of the Good
Samaritan, the Church celebrates this parable. It
reminds us that if we say we love God we also
must love our neighbours.
Here’s an icon of the Good Samaritan.
It shows him helping the man who was hurt. Print
the page and colour it in!
Here’s a Good Samaritan word puzzle. You’ll find

the words in the parable (Luke 10:30–37).
11
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CLUES ACROSS:
3…Where the hurt man was put to rest
5…Something poured on wounds
8…The feeling that the Samaritan showed
9…The bad people who hurt the man
10…First person to pass the hurt man
CLUES DOWN:
1…Something else poured on wounds
2…The place that the man was travelling to
4…The Samaritan was a good__________to the hurt
man
6…The place that the man was travelling from
7…Second person to pass the hurt man
(Answers, page 18)

Giggles
What do you call a fish that chews with his mouth open?
See food!
Why do fish swim in salt water?
Because pepper makes them sneeze!

Why did the cookie go to the hospital?
Because he felt crummy!
Why did the music teacher get locked out of the classroom?
He left his keys on the piano!
What animal should you never play cards with?
A cheetah!
Why did Adam think the day was so long?
Because there was no Eve!
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A Bit About Us
“Unchanging faith in a changing world”
Saint Patrick Orthodox Mission is a congregation
of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia
(ROCOR), a self-governing part of the Russian
Orthodox Church. The current Primate is His
Eminence Metropolitan Hilarion, who is also the
Archbishop of Sydney, Australia and New Zealand.
Saint Patrick Mission developed from the
‘English congregation’ at Saint Nicholas Russian
Orthodox Church, Wayville SA. Though still small
in number, with the blessing of His Eminence
Metropolitan Hilarion, we have taken up the
challenge of planting an English language
congregation in the Adelaide suburbs.
Our goals are to provide a spiritual home for
Orthodox who are not currently attending a church,
or who would appreciate participating in services in
English, and to reach out with the Gospel to the
wider local community.
We invite you to “come and see” – to encounter
God in the grace-filled worship and life of the
Orthodox Church. Please feel free to visit our
services and other activities. You will always be very
welcome.
We invite your questions and enquiries about
the Orthodox Church, the Christian faith, or the
work of the mission. Please contact the Rector:
Father Peter Hill
Phone: 08 82871710
Mobile: 0466720088
frpeter@iprimus.com.au

Saint Patrick
Orthodox Mission
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad

An Invitation

to
THE FEASTDAY of SAINT PATRICK
the Enlightener of Ireland
Saturday, 2 April 2011,
at Saint Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church
41-42 Greenhill Road, Wayville SA 5034
COME PRAY WITH US AND JOIN US FOR
LUNCH FOLLOWING THE LITURGY
•
•

Friday (1 April) – Vigil, 6pm
Saturday (2 April) – Hours at 9.30am followed by
Divine Liturgy, a Molebin and Procession.
Lunch 12 noon.!

If you are planning to attend the lunch, please RSVP Father Peter
(frpeter@iprimus.com.au - or phone 0466 72 0088) by 28 March. This
will greatly assist with the catering.

!
!
!
!
!
!
“Unchanging Faith in a Changing World”

Harp of the South
Is free…so don’t miss out!

UP-TO-DATE
DETAILS
OF
MISSION
SERVICE TIMES AND ACTIVITIES AND
EVENTS WILL BE FOUND ON THE
MISSION WEBSITE:

stpatrickrocor.com
Answers to Good Samaritan Puzzle, page 17.
ACROSS
3 Inn
5 Wine
8 Compassion
9 Thieves
10 Priest

	
  

DOWN
1 Oil
2 Jericho
4 Neighbour
6 Jerusalem
7 Levite

To make sure you get your copy,
subscribe (RSS) to the News Blog on the
Mission website:
stpatrickrocor.com
and you will be notified when new issues appear.
If you don’t have Web access please give us a call
(08 8287 1710) or write to:
Saint Patrick Orthodox Mission
c/- Saint Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church
41-42 Greenhill Road, Wayville, SA 5034
and we’ll arrange for you to receive a copy by post.
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