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Dear readers, advertisers and neighbors,
I would like to thank everyone for the overwhelming support in our media ventures. I have been so pleased with
the success of the Weekly newspaper, Mountain Outlaw
magazine and our recent edition of explorebigsky.com. If
anyone is curious as to the health of the media industry, I
will assure you it is alive and well!
Since October 2010, the media portion of Outlaw Partners
has grown by 200%. We now are one of the largest newspapers in the state of Montana. Over 10,000 copies of our
magazine are in distribution, and thousands of people are
visiting our website.

both of these are happening daily. We feel privileged to be
working with customers who entrust their brands with us.
Our publications carry the most exclusive and direct distribution list in the region, which means our publications get
into readers’ hands.
As we work through 2011, we look forward to hearing
from you and want to thank the community in Big Sky and
in greater Southwest Montana in advance for the support.
Our team is committed to making our publications world
class, while also acting in the best interest of our local communities and our region. If you have comments, questions
or ideas, please feel free to contact me directly.
Cheers,

The most exciting parts of Outlaw Partners’ business are
hearing feedback on these publications, and seeing businesses have sales success from our marketing effort and

Letter to the Editor
Parameters
This is a platform for readers to express views
and share ways they would like to effect
change. The Weekly will run letters, positive
or negative, of 250 words or less that are
respectful, ethical, state accurate facts and
figures, and are proofread for grammar and
content. State your position clearly on one
issue, elaborate with supporting evidence, and
recommend action for a unique resolution.
We reserve the right to edit letters. Please
include: first and last name, address, phone
number and title. Send letters to emily@
theoutlawpartners.com.

Eric Ladd
eric@theoutlawpartners.com
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Big Sky Resort Beaverhead Condo

Yellowstone Club Sunrise Ridge Condo

Meadow Village Horse Property

Moonlight Basin Saddle Ridge

The Club at Spanish Peaks Settlement Cabin

BIG SKY COUNTRY.
WE LIVE HERE. WE WORK HERE. WE PLAY HERE.

THIS
IS OUR
WORLD.

We can help you realize your investment goals by offering unrivaled
access to qualified people and distinctive properties within Big Sky,
Montana and around the world.
Proudly serving buyers and sellers in Big Sky, Yellowstone Club,
Moonlight Basin, and the Club at Spanish Peaks

Big Sky Sotheby’s International Realty
19 Meadow Village Drive, Big Sky, MT 59716
406.995.2211
info@bigskysothebysrealty.com
biskysothebysrealty.com
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community
1/13 Bridge Results
1st Place: Jack Crowther
2nd Place: Gay Hoover
Sacajawea: Marion Hathaway

Alpine Ice Rink
Ready for
Action
The skating rink is open daily from
12-10 p.m. For public skating time
slots, a contribution of $5/family,
$3/individual is appreciated in order
to maintain snow removal and other
expenses. There is also a “dinky rink”
available where kids can practice
without the distraction of pucks and
sticks. Use the Rotherham Construction warming hut before and after
skating. Skate rentals and tuning are
available for $5 at Grizzly Outfitters.
To play during the youth or adult
hockey and broomball time slots,
USA Hockey and BSSHA memberships are required. BSSHA plans to
announce coaches for youth hockey,
and will steadily work toward a
youth hockey program.
Check the updated BSSHA schedule
online at bigskytowncenter.com.

Fondue
Stube- A DIY
Adventure
Don’t be surprised when the servers at Fondue Stube, located in
Chet’s Bar and Grill at Big Sky Resort, break out in song or dance a jig
on top of a chair--Fondue Stube is
an experience, a history lesson and a
journey through Eastern Europe all
in one.
Taken from the original Big Sky
Resort Fondue Stube from the
1970s, the new restaurant, which
opened Christmas Eve, uses traditional Swiss fondue origins, offering
thick cheese, broth/oil, and chocolate fondue selections. The food is
served fireside by servers dressed in
lederhosen.
“We’re excited to bring fondue back
to Big Sky,” says John D’Amico, Big
Sky’s Food and Beverage Manager.
“Fondue originated in the snowy
Swiss Alps, and it translates well
into a ski resort setting. Hot melted
cheese and sweet, delicious chocolate is just the kind of food you crave
after a chilly day on the slopes.”
Prepare your own elk tenderloin,
tempura tofu, fresh fruit and veggies, chicken, shrimp and potatoes
to your liking while the the servers
play dinner games, magic tricks and
lead sing-alongs. Don’t be shy, and
come prepared to use acting or singing skills.
“We’re killer bees with rubber stingers,” said Eric Corliss, a server at
Fondue Stube. (406) 995-5784
A.D.

“Shabbatski”
Comes to Big
Sky for First
Time
On Friday, January 28 at 6 p.m. the
Big Sky Chapel will host the first
ever Jewish service since it opened
as a non-denominational chapel over
ten years ago. The two-day event,
titled Shabbatski, will include a
Kabbalat Shabbat service, or the welcoming of Sabbath, on Friday evening followed by a Shabbat dinner at
Jackie and Mark Robins’ home, and
then Torah study at the chapel on
Saturday morning at 9 a.m.
The Whitewater Inn, Buck’s T-4,
and The River Rock Lodge have
offered special rates for the weekend,
and Rabbi Ed Stafman, who will be
conducting the services, plans to ski at
Big Sky Resort following Torah Study.
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Congregation Beth Shalom is the
progressive Jewish community of
Southwest Montana, affiliated with
the Jewish Reform movement. An
increasing number of members live in
Big Sky.
“We are thrilled about the opportunity to periodically bring our regular
Sabbath worship to Big Sky. We are
also overjoyed to bring our services to
Jewish Big Sky residents who are not
part of our community and to others,
including non-Jews, who wish to
experience a Jewish sabbath service,”
said Rabbi Stafman.

Big Sky Fire
Department
CPR Classes are offered by appointment as needed at a nominal charge.
Please call Station 1 at 995-2100 to
arrange for a class.
1/1/11- 21:04-0035 - EMS personnel responded.
Patient received ALS care and was transported
to BDH.
1/2 - 10:16-13:15 - EMS personnel responded to
Big Sky Ski Patrol. Patient received ALS care and
was transported to BDH.
1/2 - 13:13-15:03 – Fire personnel responded
to a Carbon Monoxide Alarm. Conditions were
mitigated and property turned over to owners.

Big Sky Chapel’s mission is “to
provide a financially-sound worship center for Christian and Jewish
congregations in Big Sky; to promote
positive interaction between the
congregations of The Chapel, as well
as between the congregations and
the community; and to be available
as a site for selected civic events and
artistic performances.”
A.D.

1/2 – 15:07-19:30 – Fire and EMS personnel
responded to a 2 Vehicle Collision on South Fork
Rd. Two patients received BLS care and were
transported to BDH. One patient received BLS
care and refused transport.

China Cafe
Opens in Big
Sky Town
Center

1/4 – 08:31-09:37 - Fire personnel responded
to a Carbon Monoxide Alarm. Conditions were
mitigated and property turned over to owners.

China Cafe: just what the doctor
ordered for food offerings in the Big
Sky community. The China Cafe
opened on Saturday, Jan. 8 and serves
traditional Chinese food favorites for
dine-in or takeout. In addition to a
full dinner menu, the cafe also has
reasonable lunch specials. All lunch
entrees include steamed rice, crab
rangoon and a cup of soup (Hot &
Sour, Egg Drop or Wonton) for less
than $9.

1/3 – 13:26-14:15 - Fire personnel responded
to a Carbon Monoxide Alarm. Conditions were
mitigated and property turned over to owners.
1/3 – 14:35-14:38 – Fire personnel responded
to an Activated Alarm. Units were cancelled
enroute.
1/3 – 16:18-16:32 – Fire personnel were called to
a business to check conditions. A strong sewer
gas smell was noted however no explosive conditions were found.

1/5 – 09:02-09:56 - Fire personnel responded
to a Fire Alarm. Conditions were mitigated and
property turned over to owners.
1/5 -09:58-13:30 - EMS personnel responded to
Big Sky Ski Patrol. Patient received ALS care and
was transported to BDH.
1/5 – 18:46-22:45– Fire and EMS personnel
responded to a Vehicle Collision on Hwy 191.
Patient received ALS care and was transported
to BDH.
1/6 – 06:53-08:00– Fire and EMS personnel
responded to a Vehicle vs. moose on Hwy 191.
Patient received BLS care and refused transport.
1/6 – 11:45-12:26 – EMS personnel responded to
Moonlight Ski Patrol. Patient received BLS care
and refused transport.
1/6 –11:56-13:00 – EMS personnel responded to
Moonlight Lodge for Ski Patrol. Patient received
BLS care and refused transport.
1/6 – 11:58-12:05 – Fire personnel responded to
a False Alarm.
1/6 – 12:26-13:05 – EMS personnel responded to
Moonlight Ski Patrol. Patient received BLS care
and refused transport.

The menu is full of items for those
who prefer spicy cuisine, or for those
who have a more conservative palate.
Sip on a hot cup of tea and enjoy the
MSG-free cooking. Gluten free options are also available.

1/6 – 15:09-19:00 – EMS personnel responded
to Big Sky Medical Clinic. Patient received ALS
care and was transported to BDH.

Give the good folks at the China Cafe
a call or stop in and see them across
from Fire Pit Park in the Big Sky
Town Center. (406) 995-4488
H.R.

1/7 –13:28-14:48 – Fire and EMS personnel
responded to a Semi Rollover on Hwy 191.One
patient received BLS care and refused transport.

1/6 -19:36-20:30 – EMS personnel responded.
Patient received BLS care and refused transport.
1/7 -19:10-22:30 – EMS personnel responded.
Patient received ALS care and was transported
to BDH.

1/11 – 13:18-15:59 - EMS personnel responded
to Big Sky Ski Patrol. Patient received ALS care
and was transported to BDH.
1/12- 11:42-15:00 - EMS personnel responded to
Big Sky Ski Patrol. Patient received ALS care and
was transported to BDH.

Corrections
The web site for Pacific
Outdoor Equipment was
incorrectly listed in the
winter issue of Mountain
Outlaw. The correct address is pacoutdoor.com.

1/12 – 13:12-16:17 - EMS personnel responded
to Big Sky Ski Patrol. Patient received ALS care
and was transported to BDH.
1/13 – 11:49-15:20 - EMS personnel responded
to Big Sky Ski Patrol. Patient received ALS care
and was transported to BDH.
1/14 -14:48-17:44 - EMS personnel responded.
Patient received BLS care and was transported
to BDH.
1/14 – 17:44-18:40 - Fire personnel responded to
a Propane Smell. Conditions were mitigated and
property turned over to owners.
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local news

Senator Tester and Lt. Governor Bohlinger Visit Big Sky
for Wounded Warriors’ Banquet

In a speech welcoming veterans to Big Sky, Tester said Montana has the second highest number
of veterans per capita in the nation. “Anyone
who spends time in these mountains will tell
you that you can find yourself here. You will
never replace what was lost, but this will help in
its own way.”
Congress, Tester said, has “come a long way in
recent years. From better funding for health care
for wounded veterans, to improving access for

APEC Conference
Coming to Big Sky
Big Sky Resort to Open
Summer Season in the First
Week of May
By Hunter Rothwell
The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is coming to Big Sky to
host their annual event this spring.
APEC was established in 1989 in
response to the growing interdependence of Asia-Pacific economies and
the appearance of regional economic
blocs such as the European Union
and the North American Free Trade
Area. APEC is a premier forum
for facilitating economic growth,
cooperation, trade and investment in
the Pacific Rim. Twenty one member economies, representing 53% of
the world’s GDP, 46% of total global
trade, and 2.7 billion consumers will
have their trade representatives in
attendance. The resort is expecting
up to 1000 attendees during the two
week event.
This event was made possible by the
hard work of Sen. Max Baucus to
promote Montana as the ideal location for this meeting. The Big Sky
Chamber of Commerce (BSCOC)
is acting in the leading role for the
statewide Montana Host Committee
whose members are recommendations from Senator Baucus’s office,
the U.S. State Department and U.S.
Trade Representative Ron Kirk’s
office. BSCOC Executive Director
Marne Hayes stated, “This conference brings the opportunity for Big
Sky and our businesses to be on a
global stage. [This] is an opportunity that not many communities get.”
The meetings will be held at Big Sky
Resort’s Yellowstone Conference
Center. All of the resort’s lodging
accommodations are blocked off for
the two week event.

care in rural areas, we have made some strides…
For that, I credit the veterans who spoke up.”

photo by Andrea Helling

On Friday, January 7, U.S. Senator Jon Tester
and Montana Lieutenant Governor John Bohlinger visited Big Sky as part of a banquet honoring wounded warriors and veterans. The banquet
was an opening celebration for the first annual
Operation SAS-Operation Never Forgotten.

In a conversation following the banquet, Lieutenant Governor Bohlinger said, “It was a privilege it was to sit and visit with [the veterans]…
It’s quite an undertaking to raise the money that
would bring 48 people from all over the country
to Big Sky and help them live out some of their
dreams. I love the generous spirit of those that
contributed. What a wonderful thing that it
could be held at Big Sky. Is there a more beautiful place on the face of this earth?”
Bohlinger added: “My wife, Karen, has a son
who is a wounded warrior, so this touches our
hearts in a special way.”
E.S.

As a result of the the conference, Big
Sky Resort will be opening their summer season early in the first week of
May. “Hosting APEC is going to provide incredible exposure for our community, region, and state, and allow
us to prove that we are the premier
destination for meetings and conventions in the Rocky Mountains,” said
Group Sales Manager Brian Stumpf.
During the conference Big Sky and
the surrounding region will receive
unusually high offseason traffic.
Business owners have an opportunity to turn the traditionally slow
month of May into a huge success. In
addition to official attendees of the
conference, there is expected to be a
large media presence. Security for the
event is a high priority and will bring
more individuals to the Big Sky area.
U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk
and his office, “extend our deep appreciation to the Big Sky community
and Montana’s leaders for opening
their doors to the world in 2011.”
For more information please contact
Big Sky Chamber of Commerce. (406)
995-3000.

Big Sky
Community
Library Receives
ExxonMobil
Grant
Thanks to the efforts of Exxon Mobil
Corporation and Story Distributing,
Ophir School was awarded a $750.00
ExxonMobil Educational Alliance
grant for the Ophir School Library.
The money will be used to update the
non-fiction section and purchase some
new educational DVDs.

liance program invests in the future of
their community through educational
grants to neighborhood schools.

Big Sky Town
Meeting Update

Ophir School
Board to
Increase
Community
Engagement,
Adult Education

Big Sky Resort held a town meeting
January 9; it was an open forum for
employees and community members
to ask questions and converse with
management of the resort.

The Ophir School board met on
December 20 to discuss a variety of
strategic objectives and goals to be
projected between the current school
year and the next two years. Members
of the board discussed increasing enrollment in sports and extracurricular
activities, adult education programs
at the library, community outreach,
increased student volunteerism, and
connecting students to the workforce.
They also covered changes in the way
academic rigor is addressed, such as a
new pacing calendar, an enrichment
program for students who achieve at
higher levels and increasing graduation credits.
In the 2011-12 school year there will
be mandatory 5th through 12th grade
science fair projects that correlate
with the MSU and Big Sky Institute
mentoring program. High school and
two middle school students currently
are paired with an MSU student for
the projects.
Currently Chairman of the Board
Loren Bough and Vice Chair Barbara
Rowley are working on setting up a
tutoring program outside of school
hours.
The next school board meeting is January 26 at 4 p.m. in the library.
ophirschool.org
A.D.

Is it true that Big Sky Dirtbag King
and Queen can no longer cut the tram
line?
Taylor Middleton, GM of Big Sky
Resort, responded that he doesn’t
cut the line, guests don’t cut the
line, so they feel royalty shouldn’t
either.
What can be done to fix the poor
internet connection in employee housing?
Options are being discussed and in
the meantime, employees are welcome in Mountain Mall to connect
their laptops to service, and encouraged to turn computers off when not
in use to unclog the system.
After the derailing of the triple at Big
Sky Resort and a lift at Sugarloaf
in Maine where nine people went to
the hospital, what is Big Sky doing to
prevent a future derailing?
Mike Unruh, Mountain Manager,
responded they were following policy and procedure by evacuating the
chairlift as a result of 90 mph gusts,
which derailed a chair. There was
one person on the lift at the time. No
injuries occurred. The head operation director of all western resorts is
at Sugarloaf investigating.
The next meeting will take place on
March 2. Send questions to HR at
Big Sky Resort prior to meeting.

Funded by the Exxon Mobil Corporation, the ExxonMobil EducationalAl-
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regional
Ecosystem “Save” List
Includes Greater Yellowstone
Alarm Sounded on Whitebark Pine Decline
By Deb Courson
The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem
is on a new “Top 10” list that focuses
on habitats across the country that
are home to fish, wildlife and plants
at risk of extinction. Each zone on the
list is described as threatened because
of changing climate. They’re not a lost
cause, however. The report describes
conservation actions that could help
keep their species resilient.
The Endangered Species Coalition
issued the report. Derek Goldman,
the Coalition’s Montana-based
Northern Rockies field director,
says they took a long-term view of
habitat health:
“We focused on ecosystems that provide habitat for lots of endangered species right now, and other ecosystems
expected to provide refuge as species
try to adapt to global warming. “
For example, whitebark pines are
disappearing from the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. Those trees are

an important food source for many
critters, including grizzlies. They
also play a role in stabilizing mountainsides and shading snowpack.
The report calls for forest restoration
work and more research to develop
trees resistant to beetle infestations.
Goldman says they based the list
on scientific review and input that
focuses on protection, restoration
and reconnection. “We looked for
things we can do on the conservation side to protect really important
habitats for fish, wildlife and plants
that already are on the brink of
extinction.”
California’s Sierra Mountains and
the Arctic Sea Ice Ecosystem are
also featured in the report as areas
that need conservation attention.
The full report, “It’s Getting Hot
Out There: Top 10 Places to Save for
Endangered Species in a Warming
World,” is available at
itsgettinghotoutthere.org.
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Friends of the Fish Technology Center and
Montana Outdoor Science School Host
Volunteer Orientation in Bozeman
Together, the Montana Outdoor Science School (MOSS) and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service at the Fish Technology Center organized a group of volunteers called Friends of the Fish Technology Center. The goal of the Friends
is to create opportunities for community use of land, trails and outdoor facilities for educational and recreational uses such as hiking, birding, painting,
fish-viewing, and sight-seeing, and also maintaining land and property in a
healthy and appealing condition for these uses.
The center is visited by thousands of people each year, and with that many
visitors comes many responsibilities. MOSS hosts community outreach
events, fundraisers and child and family programs, which also creates volunteer opportunities for the Friends. Join them for volunteer orientation on
Thursday February 3 from 2-4 p.m. RSVP at admin@outdoorscience.org or
call Teresa Soule at 582-0526

Montana Stockgrowers and Farm Bureau
will hold joint legislative conference for
young farmers and ranchers
The Montana Stockgrowers Association’s Young Stockgrowers and Montana
Farm Bureau Federation’s Young Farmers and Ranchers will meet in Helena,
January 24-25, for the 2011 “Calling on the Capitol.” This year’s event is the first
joint conference for the associations.
“MSGA and MFBF are looking forward to bringing young farmers and ranchers
to Helena to see the 62nd session of the Montana Legislature,” said Peter Taylor,
chair of MFBF’s Young Farmers and Ranchers.
“Attendees will have the opportunity to meet with the leaders of both associations, the legislature and our state agencies,” said Charlie Rein, chair of MSGA’s
Young Stockgrowers.
The “Calling on the Capitol” will feature visits with President of the Senate,
Senator Jim Peterson (R-Buffalo), Speaker of the House, Representative Mike
Milburn (R-Cascade), a tour of the Capitol, meetings with Montana Department
of Livestock and Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks officials, media training and an opportunity to attend legislative hearings.
The conference will be headquartered at the Red Lion Colonial Inn in Helena.
Registration and hotel rooms are free for attendees. The conference is limited to
the first 30 registrants and registrations close January 21, 2011. mtbeef.org
The Montana Stockgrowers Association, a non-profit organization representing
nearly 2,500 members, strives to serve, protect and advance the economic, political,
environmental and cultural interests of cattle producers, the largest sector of Montana’s number one industry – agriculture.

Gardiner has it all: Solar Power, Kick

Boxing, Free Food and Yoga
The 12 solar panels on the Gardiner School generated more than 3,000
kilowatt hours of electricity in 2010 and almost 6,000 since they were installed
in April 2009. They have saved the school money and prevented 7,300 pounds
of CO2 from entering the atmosphere.
Come and get your kick, punch and groove on and shed holiday pounds
at Turbo Kick Class! Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6 p.m. at the Gardiner Community Center. Bring water and a set of light weights (3-8 lbs.) Call Annie at
223-8486.
Free lunch! This winter, eat lunch three times at the Mammoth Hot Springs
Dining Room and your fourth lunch is on the house. Open daily through
March 6.
Shanti Yoga Co.—Create balance, and restore vitality with Hatha Yoga. Monday and Wednesday evenings at the Gardiner Community Center. 223-4989
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regional
Tourism Matters To Montana
Organizations Come Together to
Maintain Travel and Tourism Funding
With the 2011 Montana Legislative
Session strongly under way, a group of
travel and tourism-related regional and
community organizations have come
together to form a group called ‘Tourism Matters to Montana’ in an effort
to sustain the state’s second largest
industry.
“Tourism is a key economic engine
for Montana,” said Racene Friede,
Executive Director of Glacier Country
Regional Tourism Commission. “The
goal of Tourism Matters To Montana is
to help educate our legislators on the
importance of the travel and tourism
industry in our state, as well as to keep
the four percent state accommodations
tax in place, as it is vital to the work
organizations like ours do to market
Montana both domestically and internationally.”
During the legislative session, the
group wants to keep tourism and travel
as a top priority for legislators and keep
the current allocated funding in place.
Montana’s nearly 10 million visitors
last year spent $2.27 billion throughout the state. Glacier National Park and
Yellowstone National Park both saw
record visitation years.
Tourismmattersmt.org has updates
on bills affecting the travel and tourism industry in Montana, as well as

REGIONAL ELK
NUMBERS IN
DECLINE
FWP Commission
considering new elk
quotas in the Madison
Valley; Northern
Yellowstone herd down
24 percent from 2009
The Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks Commission is considering
limiting elk hunting licenses in two
Madison Valley hunting districts to
address overharvest on public lands.
The proposal for hunting districts
360 and 362 is a response to elk
population declines.
The 2010 fall hunting season hit record high harvests in these districts,
in part due to unusually severe win-

industry news. The site also has portals
for the public to contact legislative
representatives and local media.
“The travel and tourism industry is
strong in Montana,” said John Laney,
Executive Director of Miles City
Chamber of Commerce/Convention
and Visitors Bureau. “Not only does
it provide stable, good-paying jobs for
tens of thousands of Montanans each
year, but it contributes to our way of
life and allows us to share Montana—
something we all hold dear—with the
millions of visitors that pass through
our borders.”
Participating partners of Tourism
Matters To Montana include Glacier
Country Tourism, Gold West Country,
Miles City Chamber of Commerce/
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, Destination Missoula—The Official Convention and Visitor Bureau for Missoula, Missouri River Country, Russell
Country, West Yellowstone Chamber
of Commerce/Convention and Visitor
Bureau, Yellowstone Country, Havre
Chamber of Commerce/Convention
& Visitor Bureau, Helena Chamber
of Commerce/Convention and Visitor Bureau, Great Falls Convention
and Visitor Bureau and Bozeman Area
Chamber of Commerce/Convention &
Visitor Bureau.
tourismmattersmt.org

ter weather, which pushed elk down
to low hunting grounds a t the end
of the season, and also caused a dip
in elk numbers. In the past, a liberal
season package was designed to reduce elk numbers in this area. FWP
says on its website “the designed
reduction may have been reached in
a shorter time than expected.”
Hunters have expressed concern
about overharvest of elk on public
land in these districts since 2009
and recently urged FWP to cut back
the number of antlerless elk licenses
there. Almost 25 local sportsmen,
landowners, ranchers and outfitters
attended a January 5 public meeting in the Madison Valley, and they
supported the proposal. Similar
reductions in tags occurred last year
in select districts in the Gallatin.
On January 13 in Helena, the FWP
Commission considered a proposal
to move to 500 licenses, with

Greater Gallatin Watershed Council’s
Annual Meeting and Silent Auction
Water Conservation in the Gallatin:
Can We Afford It?
By Sharlyn Gunderson-Izurieta
The Greater
Gallatin Watershed Council (GGWC)
is hosting its
annual meeting and silent
auction at the
Gallatin Room,
Holiday Inn
in Bozeman, at 5 East Baxter Lane on
January 26. The meeting is free and
open to the public, and is a great way
to meet and get involved with a proactive group of caring citizens. The
festivities begin at 5:30 p.m.
Dr. Douglas Kenney, Director of the
Western Water Policy Program, from
the University of Colorado – Boulder,
will present the keynote. Dr. Kenney
will address the economics of water
conservation by discussing his recent
report, “Relative Costs of New Water
Supplies for Front Range Cities.”
Dr. Kenney will also be part of a
panel that will discuss the question, “Water Conservation in the
Gallatin Valley: Can We Afford It?”
The panel will include Dr. Timothy
Fitzgerald, Department of Agricul-

a proposed quota range of 1001000 in these areas. The limited
license offering would be valid
on private lands only, in order to
address landowners’ game damage
concerns and sportsmen’s concerns
of overharvest on public lands.
Public comment will run through
February 7. Final decision by the
FWP Commission will occur at a
February 10 meeting.
The Yellowstone elk numbers are
also in decline. According to the
national park’s website, the northern Yellowstone elk population
has seen a significant drop in the
last 15 years. Wildlife biologists
cite increased predation, ongoing
drought, and hunting pressure as
causes for the significant population drop.
An annual aerial survey done
during December 2010 recorded
4,635 elk in the herd, down 24

tural Economics and Economics at
Montana State University and Kath
Williams, Kath Williams + Associates, and Former Vice Chair of the
U.S. Green Building Council.
This event is supported by Montana
Import Group, the Holiday Inn- Bozeman, Gallatin Local Water Quality
District, Montana Department of Environmental Quality and the Gallatin
Conservation District.
Local businesses, artists and landowners have donated silent auction
items, which include photographs
and art from GGWC’s second annual
holiday card art competition. Hors
d’oeuvres and cash bar will be available for guests.
The GGWC promotes conservation
and enhancement of water resources
while supporting the traditions of
community, agriculture and recreation. For more information, contact
Sharlyn Gunderson-Izurieta, Watershed Coordinator, Greater Gallatin
Watershed Council, 219-3739, info@
greatergallatin.org, or visit GGWC’s
website, greatergallatin.org. RSVPs
are appreciated.

percent from the count of 6,070
in 2009. In 1995, the first year of
wolf restoration to the Park, the
annual survey counted 16,791
elk in this same herd Yellowstone
National Park.

HUNTING SEASONS
CLOSE
Upland game bird and waterfowl
hunting seasons are now closed.
Partridge, pheasant, sharp-tailed
grouse and the fall turkey hunting
season all closed Jan. 1. Waterfowl
hunting in the new year closed
early to mid January.
Montana’s bison hunting will
close Feb. 15. Mountain lion
winter hunting season extends to
April 14.
fwp.mt.gov
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Big Sky Group Opposes Madison Valley
Parks and Rec District Proposal
By Katie Morrison
(80%) of the $183,000 total annual district revenue.
The major concern for this group is that a Madison
Valley Parks and Recreation District will inhibit Big
Sky’s ability to create its own Parks and Recreation
District in the future. Other facts that are issues for
the Big Sky group are:

photo by mike martins

•

On December 14, 2010, the Madison County
Commission passed a resolution to order a referendum election to create a Madison Valley Parks
and Recreation District on the May 2011 School
Board election ballot. The proposed District would
follow the Ennis School District boundary, which
encompasses Ennis, Virginia City and the Madison
County portion of Big Sky. The representatives
who are proposing the District represent multiple
park or recreation groups from the Madison Valley area. The District would add a maximum tax
rate of 3 mills ($20 annual tax for a home valued at
$400,000).
A group from Big Sky is opposing this District
due to the implications of this District for the Big
Sky community at large; both in Madison County
and Gallatin County. This coalition is made up of
representatives from Big Sky Community Corporation, Big Sky Owner’s Association, Big Sky
Resort, Moonlight Basin, Town Center, The Club at
Spanish Peaks, Big Sky Skating and Hockey Association, as well as many other concerned residents.
It is estimated that Big Sky properties in Madison
County would contribute approximately $145,000

•

•

Access: Most of Big Sky’s public park and recreational facilities are in Gallatin County, which
may severely limit available funds for these
amenities. The current recreational facilities
within the proposed district are impractical for
Big Sky residents to use due to Jack Creek Road
(the road between Big Sky and Ennis) being a
private road.
Community: The community of Big Sky has
different park and recreation needs than that of
the Madison Valley. Big Sky recreation amenities serve several hundred thousand visitors
each year as a world-class, year-round destination resort. The Big Sky assets need to accommodate not only the Big Sky community, but
also the tourism industry, which drives the
economy.
Economy: The Big Sky community continues
to struggle with difficult economic times. Multiple large employers have declared bankruptcy
and countless homes are lost to foreclosure.
The rest of Madison County has been going
through the same economic challenges. Due to
the continued adverse economic climate, it does
not seem appropriate to impose a new tax on
the Big Sky community, or the rest of the Ennis
School District, at this time.

•

History: The community of Big Sky has built a
foundation over the past decade for a parks and
recreation system through the Big Sky Community Corp., as well as multiple other recreational
groups. The creation of the proposed Madison
Valley Park District, with the current proposed
boundary, undermines Big Sky’s efforts to create
Big Sky park and recreation programming.

•

Legal: The Madison Valley Park District, as
proposed, would tax Big Sky property owners
disproportionately for the services that they
may receive, even if it is deemed legal to spend
money outside of the District and outside of
Madison County. While the majority of the
money would come from Big Sky, the majority
of control would come from the greater Madison
Valley.
katie@bsccmt.org 570-0096
bsccmt.org

If you would like to support the Big Sky group,
please contact the Madison County Commissioners
and ask them to remove Big Sky from the proposed
Madison Valley Park District by January 31, 2011:
Phone: (406)843.4277
Fax: (406)843.5517
Mail: PO Box 278
Virginia City, MT 59755
Email: madco@madison.mt.gov
The BSCC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization who’s
mission is to promote, acquire, preserve and maintain
land, parks, trails and easements for the use of the
people of Big Sky and the general public.

BYEP Provides Outstanding Access,
Support and Gear to Local Youth
By Dave Granger
On January 15 and 16, Big Sky Youth
Empowerment (BYEP) held its
incredible winter gear distribution.
At this two-day annual event, excited
BYEP youth participants—at-risk
teens hailing from Big Sky, Belgrade
and Bozeman—selected top-quality
donated ski and snowboard gear.
BYEP is an adventure-based mentoring program in its tenth year
of supporting local teens through
exceptional seasonal adventures and
character education curricula. BYEP’s
winter program consists of weekly
workshops and weekend snowboarding and skiing at Big Sky Resort. This
year the generous, in-kind donation tally from industry leaders was
roughly $75,000.
BYEP participants earn their gear
by completing the 14-week winter

program based at Big Sky Resort for
weekend adventures and at regional
schools for the weekly character education curriculum. Unlike many other
adventure-based youth programs,
BYEP participants keep all of their
gear after graduating from the winter
program. In effect, the ski and snowboard equipment is a tangible indication that 70 local youth have made a
big commitment to BYEP this winter.
Big Sky Resort has donated over
$80,000 in lift tickets for winter 2011,
allowing all 110 BYEP participants,
youth mentors and adult mentors to
ski and ride each weekend, compliments of the resort. Whether honing
skills on The Magic Carpet or pushing
limits at the top of Lone Peak, BYEP
priorities lie in reducing problem
behavior

and increasing positive potential.
BYEP’s unique approach in reaching
at-risk teens is rewarding, effective
and fun.
There are many local heroes and organizations driving BYEP. This winter,
30 adult mentors are distributed
across nine regionally based groups.
These young adults contribute over
150 hours of volunteer time over a
14-week program, resulting in solid
mentorships and positive change
catalysts. Belgrade Middle School,

Headwaters Academy in Bozeman,
and Rivers to Peaks Real Estate in
Big Sky donate space for the weekly
workshops.
Make a big difference in your community today by supporting Big Sky
Youth Empowerment. Contact Pete
MacFadyen, BYEP Executive Director and Founder, at pete@byep.org or
(406)539-0399. byep.org.
Dave Granger is Program Director of
Big Sky Youth Empowerment.
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BUYERS 304 & 305 LOOKING
FOR GLACIER / YELLOWSTONE /
SILVERBOW CONDO. 2 couples, one
from Wisconsin and another from SD
looking to relocate to Big Sky.
ONE BUYER CLOSED

BUYER 003 LOOKING FOR 3 TO
4 BEDROOM HOME IN MEADOW,
CANYON, GATEWAY. Couple from
Bozeman looking to be closer to Big
Sky, pre-qualified and ready to buy.
NEGOTIATIONS PENDING

BUYER 102 LOOKING FOR
DIAMOND HITCH HOME.
Older couple from Florida, ready for a
family vacation ski-in/ski-out home at a
great price.

NEW BUYER 200 LOOKING FOR 4
BEDROOM BUILT PRODUCT UNDER
$500K. Newlyweds relocating to Big Sky
need immediate occupancy. Quick closing.

NEW BUYER 058 WANTS A GROUND
FLOOR HILL CONDO. Cash buyer. No
contingencies. Quick closing. $55.

BUYER 210 LOOKING FOR 1,000+
SQ.FT. UNDER $300K W/GARAGE.
Young, working family ready to step on
the real estate ladder. Pre-qualified.

Big Sky Weekly

RYAN KULESZA | BROKER
Ryan@RiversToPeaks.com

406.539.4666

WANNA BUY IN BIG SKY?
WE’LL MARKET YOU.

TALLIE JAMISON | ASSOCIATE
Tallie@RiversToPeaks.com

406.600.8081

IT’S NEW AND IT WORKS.
R E G I S T E R TO D AY.

PEAKS CENTRE BUILDING
175 Aspen Leaf Drive, Big Sky, MT
Office / Retail Suites – Available for Sale or Lease

~Between the Fire Station & the Hungry Moose Market ~
This is the perfect opportunity to move your business to the Big Sky Town Center or start a new business.
Shared parking with the Hungry Moose Market will allow tenants to have built‐in exposure from the busiest
place in Big Sky Town Center!
Ground Floor
Suite A
Suite B
Suite C
2nd Floor
Suite D
Suite E
Suite F

Size
1,826 square feet
1,266 square feet
1,735 square feet (RENTED)
Size
1,974 square feet
1,292 square feet (SOLD)
1,965 square feet

Price and terms very negotiable. Owner is in a position to make a business succeed.
For more information, please contact:
Exclusive Agent, Tim Ryan / Ryan Properties – TRyan@3rivers.net ~ (PH) 995‐4455
or Owner, Sam Sammis ~ (PH) 802‐522‐8500
10 January 21, 2011
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Montana Vs. Wyoming
Water Rights Supreme Court Case
By Emily Stifler
An ongoing lawsuit in the U.S. Supreme Court
accuses the state of Wyoming of violating the 1951
Yellowstone River Compact by taking too much
water from the Tongue and Powder rivers in Southeast Montana. Both rivers flow from Wyoming’s
Bighorn Mountains into Montana, are tributaries of
the 700-mile-long Yellowstone River, and provide
water for agricultural users in Wyoming, Montana
and North Dakota.
On January 10, Montana Attorney General Steve
Bullock argued the Montana-Wyoming water rights
case before the U.S. Supreme Court. His argument
defended the 2007 lawsuit that the compact should
protect each state’s water rights as they were in use
at the time of the agreement. However, modern
irrigation has reduced agricultural runoff water that
historically flowed into Montana. Additionally, in
an issue not addressed by the Compact, coal-bed
methane production in Wyoming has created new
water use by pumping groundwater.

Barton Thompson, a professor at Stanford Law
School, has handled the case for the Supreme Court.
In February 2010, Thompson recommended the
Supreme Court deny Wyoming’s motion to dismiss
and grant partial summary judgment to Montana.
He said while Wyoming’s increased consumption
through irrigation did not violate the compact,
increased water use through groundwater pumping
might. Thompson recommended Montana prove it
lacks an intrastate remedy before requesting Wyoming adjust its usage, explained the Legal Information Institute at Cornell Law School.
On Monday, Bullock argued for Montana against
Thompson’s first conclusion. Several members of
the Supreme Court said they didn’t see an im-

mediate solution. Chief Justice John Roberts said
western water law often leans toward “first come,
first serve.”
“They’re using (the water) to irrigate, and if they get
better at it so they use more, well, that’s too bad for
you,” Roberts said.
This controversy only involves the Tongue and
Powder Rivers, but the final decision may affect
water rights throughout the Yellowstone River
system and other rivers under the Compact’s regulation. The court should rule later this year, but some
involved attorneys said this case could continue to
drag out.

Wyoming claimed pre-1950 rights should be excluded, and argued about wording describing usage
in the original document. Montana has not quantified how much water Wyoming uses.
“In rural America, when you talk about access to
water, you’re talking about jobs,” stated U.S. Senator Jon Tester. “You’re talking about the foundation
of agriculture—Montana’s number one industry—
and you’re talking about the ability of rural and
frontier communities to continue to thrive for our
kids and grandkids.”
U.S. Senator Baucus also supported Bullock: “Folks
in Montana have a deep connection to the land, and
our water is our lifeblood. It’s important we fight for
Montana’s farmers and ranchers....”

Where do Montana’s National Congressmen
stand on the Health Care Bill?
“The key is to focus on working together, find
common ground and actually get things done for
Montana rather than just blow hot air, as too many
in Congress would rather do,” said democratic
Senator Jon Tester.

shortage of political spin on either side of the
issue. But when we cut through the politics and
examine the facts, it’s clear repealing health care
reform is a bad deal for Montana.” baucus.senate.gov

It remains to be seen if the new national
government will work together. Here’s where
Montana’s congressman stand on one big issue:

U.S. Representative Denny Rehberg, RMont.
House Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman—oversees health and human services
spending, Medicare and Medicaid

U.S. Senator Max Baucus, D-Montana
Senate Finance Committee Chairman
“What if I told you there was a plan to increase
taxes, reduce wages, blow up the federal debt and
hurt Medicare? Sounds like a pretty bad deal. Well
that’s exactly what would happen if we repeal
health care reform.”
“There is a lot of confusion about what the new
health care law is and is not, and there is no

“I will de-fund Obama care if we’re not successful repealing it.”
“We all agree that education opens the doors of
opportunity and that access to quality, affordable
health care can help keep those doors open, but
we’ve also seen that so-called government solutions tend to exacerbate existing problems and
create entirely new ones to boot. Even as federal

spending went through the roof, the quality
of health care and education has suffered…
We simply can’t solve our problems with more
spending, although we can balance our budget by
spending less.”
rehberg.house.gov
U.S. Senator Jon Tester, D-Mont.
“I stand by my vote for health insurance reform
because it was the right thing to do for Montana
families, small businesses, family farms and
ranches, seniors and veterans.”
“Doing nothing to fix health insurance and
control costs was not an option. Health care costs
have broken too many Montana families. This
reform is tough on insurance companies. It will
ensure that health care costs don’t continue to
bankrupt Montana families and businesses. And
it will keep Medicare strong.” tester.senate.gov
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Tax return preparation
Tax planning

Morningstar learning center’s

Payroll Services
Bookkeeping
Financial Statement preparation
Business Consulting
Business Valuation

WAYNE NEIL, JR. CPA
DOUG NEIL CPA
JAKE NEIL CPA

Celebrating 40 years of business serving
Montana and the Gallatin Valley!
1184 North 15th Ave. Ste. 1, Bozeman, MT 59715
Phone (406) 587-9239 Fax (406) 586-4737
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Dance and Wine Tasting at Buck’s T-4

Saturday
April 2, 2011
Auction and Rafflfflle items

Jeni Fleming and band
will perform for the event and

Natalie’s Estates Winery
will be featuring their fabulous wines
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Delilah Eakman
Big Sky-based yoga instructor
By Emily Stifler
Delilah Eakman sets me up laying on
blankets folded lengthwise, with my
shoulders tilted down onto the floor
on a yoga mat. My head and neck are
cradled with a soft bolster, and my
arms are out to the sides, enveloped
in blankets, elbows bent. I’d told
Eakman my back and neck bothered
me, and she left me in this restorative
yoga pose where my entire body was
supported and comfortable. She asked
me to focus on my breathing and then
left the room.
At first, I worked hard at my breathing, physically exerting myself. After
a couple minutes, I felt as if someone
was holding their hands over me, and
pulling a pressure from the inside
of my body out through my chest.
When she returned in ten minutes,
I told her about the feeling of the
invisible hands.
“You were totally relaxed,” she said.
“That was your inner healing energy.
In India it’s called Prana. In China it’s
called Chi. Life force energy really
gets activated when you’re in a totally relaxed state. You were feeling
the energy in your body moving to
where it needs to be. Also, you felt
tension releasing.”
Eakman has lived full time in Big
Sky 12 years and vacationed here
for over 35 years. Originally from
Anderson, Indiana, Eakman and her
husband Jack raised their three sons
in Bismarck, North Dakota. She has
instructed Amrit Yyoga, integrative
relaxation (Yoga Nidra), prenatal and
senior yoga for six years and now
teaches three to five days a week.
After more than two years of study
with yogi Amrit Desai, she is also a
500 Yoga Alliance certified Instructor
and a certified Integrative Relaxation
Facilitator and Reiki provider.
Restorative yoga is designed for people who have had injuries, surgery or
prolonged physical conditions such as
high blood pressure. By using props
and deep relaxation, this kind of
yoga focuses on therapeutic healing.
Eakman is one of only seven certified
Relax and Renew® Restorative yoga

instructors in Montana and the only
one between Missoula and Billings.
She studied for this certification with
Dr. Judith Hanson Lasater, Ph.D, a
physical therapist.
While Eakman was finishing the
certification, she learned first-hand
that Restorative Yoga allows the
body to heal from within. One of her
students was having recurring knee
problems, so Eakman set the woman
up in supportive poses every day for
a week, and soon after she stopped
taking ibuprofen.
Eakman came to yoga during a difficult time in her life. Her stepmother
had passed away, and she and her
husband brought her 91-year-old
father to Montana so they could care
for him for the rest of his life.
“It was trying to handle the stress in
my life that led me to yoga. I began
to practice consistently in Big Sky.”
She began studying yoga and says, “It
made my life much happier.”
Several times Eakman has volunteered to teach yoga and integrative
relaxation to soldiers suffering from
PTSD and other stress related disorders at the behavioral health inpatient
ward at William Beaumont Army
Medical Center in El Paso, Texas.
“The soldiers with PTSD are so
revved up with fight or flight, all the
cortisol in their sympathetic nervous
system keeps their heart rate system
up, and their digestive track from
working. One real antidote for that
is total relaxation. But when you’re
revved up, you can’t relax.”
Working with the soldiers has been
rewarding for Eakman. She says after
just one class, some soldiers have
reported sleeping through the night
for the first time in two years.
Eakman says total relaxation is a very
effective way of reducing the cortisol and other hormones, and that
people in everyday life also suffer
from PTSD. “You need not be in or
near a combat zone to be effected.

Starting the end of January, Delilah Eakman will offer a
series of six integrative relaxation classes at Buck’s T-4 in
Big Sky. For more information, contact her at (406) 5812442 or dpe@q.com. She also teaches at Lone Mountain
Ranch and Moonlight Basin, offers prenatal and private
classes, and a variety of classes by appointment.
A traumatic event can trigger all of
the same responses. In all of us, it is
prolonged ‘stress’ that creates many of
our physical difficulties. A wonderful solution is to create a life with less
stress through, Yoga, Restorative Yoga
and Integrative Relaxation.”
Eakman also teaches integrative
relaxation: “In [that practice], we go
to a quiet, calm. It’s beyond the sleep
state. It’s beyond the dream state, but
you’re still awake and alert and able to
follow directions. It’s in that deepest
relaxed mind, where solutions to life’s

problems can begin to arise.”
She says it’s the “ego mind” that tells us
how things should be, shouldn’t be, or
should have been, and through integrative, we can transcend it.
Quoting Albert Einstein, she says:
“The mind that creates the problem
will not be the mind that solves the
problem.” Integrative relaxation is her
solution to this.
For Eakman, yoga is “not about flexibility of the body as much as it is
about flexibility of the mind.”

“My burdens were lifted; I
experienced a direct sense of
relief, like a deep sigh from
within. I am free from guilt,
blame and sorrow.”
-Integrative Relaxation Participant

INTEGRATIVE RELAXATION
is an ancient form of meditation.
It is a class designed to relieve the
stress in one’s life by concentrating
on breath and body awareness. No
prior yoga experience necessary.

Join us for a series of
6 Integrative Relaxation Classes
Buck’s T-4 Rainbow Room
Tuesday evenings starting
January 25 through March 1, 2011
6:30 to 7:45 p.m.
$75 per person or $125 for couples

Delilah Price Eakman, RYT®
Certified Integrative Relaxation Facilitator
Certified Restorative Yoga Trainer
To register for this class, or schedule other private classes call
Delilah: 406-581-2442 or email delilah2104@gmail.com
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explore
Members of Bozeman’s American Legion

Lt. Governor John Bohlinger speaks
at the Operation SAS banquet.

Soldiers and Disabled Vets Visit Big Sky
Photos and text by Mike Coil
For five days starting January 7, a group of disabled
Iraq and Afghanistan active duty soldiers and
veterans visited Big Sky to participate in an event
focused on outdoor activity and winter fun. The
soldiers and vets traveled to Big Sky from across
the country, including Texas, Virginia and Alaska.
The gathering was sponsored by SAS (Sports,
Afield and Stream), which is a program run by
Operation Never Forgotten. The purpose of the
program was to help the injured deal with their
wounds and disabilities by learning about outdoor
activities available to the disabled community.
While many of the participants had noticeable
injuries, some were also suffering from PTSD and
had no visible, physical wounds.
The participating vets and their families began arriving Friday afternoon, January 7, for an opening
banquet at the Big Sky Resort Conference Center.
Members of the public joined the soldiers and
vets, as country music star Lee Greenwood emceed
an evening of dinner, live and silent auctions, door
prizes and a number of speakers.

Included among the speakers was Peg O’Donnell,
a gold star parent whose son Shane was killed in
action while serving in Iraq in 2006. O’Donnell
was instrumental in helping found ONF and is an
adviser to the group.
Also speaking on Friday night was Lt. Colonel
Marc Hoffmeister, who was severely wounded
in the left arm while serving on his second tour
in Iraq in 2006. After his recovery, Hoffmeister
organized and led an expedition of wounded warriors to the summit of Denali in 2009 to demonstrate that adaptive skills can be used by the
disabled to accomplish feats which would tax even
the able bodied. Hoffmeister is still on active duty
and leads a unit of combat engineers stationed in
Anchorage, Alaska and is scheduled to deploy back
to Afghanistan later this year. Hoffmeister encouraged all of the wounded warriors at the banquet to
pursue their goals in spite of their often severe and
disabling wounds.
U.S. Senator John Tester (D-Mont.) attended
the banquet and gave a welcoming speech to the

Wounded warriors ice climbed
in Hyalite canyon.

crowd. He thanked the soldiers and their families
for the sacrifices they’d made to insure the safety
of the country. Also in attendance was Lt. Governor John Bohlinger.
Local businesses and donors underwrote the entire
event. All of the airfare, lodging, meals and lift
tickets were free to the participants. Many of the
local donors contributed to the event as a way to
thank the troops for their service and sacrifice.
Starting Saturday morning, January 8, the conference attendees participated in a range of activities
designed to teach adaptive techniques and show
off the recreational opportunities around the Big
Sky area. The events included skiing, snowboarding, ice climbing in Hyalite Canyon, dog sledding,
tours of Yellowstone, snowmobiling and gourmet
dining. Included with the activities was a conference on PTSD, an archery clinic for the visually
impaired and fly tying and casting. The activities
continued through Tuesday, January 11.
Most of the participants had never been to the Big
Sky area and were awed by its beauty, variety of
outdoor activities and the welcoming reception.
Many locals participating in the program thanked
the troops for their service and sacrifice.
Montanan Linda Kelly founded ONF. Her son
Jesse did two tours in Iraq as a U.S. Marine. Kelly
is married to a retired U.S. Navy captain who also
served in Iraq. Kelly was inspired to start ONF
after her son’s first tour of duty where he lost 13 of
his comrades. According to its website and promotional material, ONF has grown into a national
volunteer, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization
that attempts to “connect our military and civilian
worlds by creating national awareness campaigns
for deployed troops, wounded warriors, fallen
heroes and their families.” ONF awareness campaigns include billboards, signs in airports, grocery
stores and malls that thank the troops for their
service and sacrifice. ONF has also placed digital
billboards and signs in major U.S. airports, Times
Square and Mall of America. This was ONF’s first
visit to Big Sky and Kelly hopes to turn the conference into an annual event.
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Assuring the value of your investment

The newest strategy to
go from For Sale to Sold
In today’s uncertain real estate market, HomeBuyer’s Price Protection is the new way
to assure value for potential buyers and give your home a competitive edge against a
sea of other unsold homes.
For Buyers:
Buyers need to have confidence that the home they just purchased will not lose
value after the closing. HomeBuyer’s Price Protection assures buyers the purchase
value of their home will not decline and offers sellers a clear-cut competitive
advantage.
For Sellers:
Now more than ever, sellers need a tool to help them stand out in a
market saturated with homes for sale. HomeBuyer’s Price Protection
is a unique and compelling way to sell your home without games
or gimmicks and without lowering your price – all while giving
buyers the confidence to purchase a home without the fear of it
losing value after closing.

Let HomeBuyer’s Price Protection
take you from For Sale to Sold.

Call 1-877-906-8246

or visit homebuyerspriceprotection.com to learn more about HomeBuyer’s
Price Protection, and to obtain a directory of professional realtors in the
Big Sky area that offer this innovative new program.
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Dasha Bough “A look into the Futures”

Bella Butler “20,000 Leagues Under the Sea”

6th Grade artists
at Ophir School
Luisa Locker “Leave a Mark”

The sixth graders at Ophir School in Big Sky created these fabulous twopoint perspective drawings from all original ideas. I taught them techniques of value drawing and perspective drawing. Each artist came up with
his or her own idea and creation.
I asked the students to consider the questions: “Who am I? What is
important to me? How do I see a trend or unity in my work? What is my
theme?” I also challenged them think more in depth about philosophy
and concept. Although they had to meet certain criteria for grading, they
worked above and beyond on workmanship, effort and dedication to their
higher achievement.
It is my pleasure to introduce these wonderful works for all to enjoy. My
classroom is full of potential and talent of all artists’ from different skill
levels. This is the first year that these sixth graders have been technically
trained in school to create art, and I am extremely proud for their patience,
enthusiasm and cooperation to learn.
I try to establish a comfortable and enjoyable environment where all students feel welcome. We not only learn, but also laugh and sing! I always
look forward to see what my students in all grades will create, whether it is
drawing, painting, photography, ceramics or the fundamentals of art.
-Sixth-12th grade art teacher, Ophir School, Jolene Swanke

Emma Sundeen “A peek into the keyhole”

Jordan Arnold

Bianca Godoy “Ton A Life”

Evynn Gibbs-Cook “Music Villa”
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Big Sky’s
G rocery S tore
Big Sky’s largest grocery selection • Affordable prices
Delivery available - Call us 406-995-4636

Open Daily from 6:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Located in the Meadow Village Center
next to Lone Peak Brewery

406-995-7175

Delivery
Take Out
Take-N-Bake

BIG SK
BEST P Y’S
I

5
1
2

$

ZZA

OFF

ANY ORDER
$20 OR MORE

Offer not valid with any
other coupon or discount

$

OFF

COOKIE
DOUGH

Offer not valid with any
other coupon or discount

$

OFF

ANY
SALAD

Offer not valid with any
other coupon or discount

West Fork Meadow Plaza

facebook.com/trailheadpizza
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You are the Eyes and Ears
of the Avalanche Center
by doug chabot

Chabot in his element
All winter long at 4 a.m. Eric, Mark
or I are in the office, coffee in hand,
our minds slowly waking to put
together the morning’s avalanche
advisory. The meat of the advisory
is the snowpack discussion, which
we craft into a few paragraphs, and
concludes with the avalanche danger
rating. We determine the stability
by digging holes, isolating columns,
doing stability tests and taking notes
on everything we’re seeing. One of
us is out with a partner most days
of the week, but even so, we can’t
always get everywhere we need.
Our advisory area encompasses
6,000 square miles of terrain including the Bridger Range, the Gallatin
and Madison Ranges from Bozeman
to Big Sky and West Yellowstone,
and also the Beartooths near Cooke
City. With an area this large it’s
impossible to see it all on a regular
basis, so we rely on the public observations to help us formulate the
avalanche danger.
We are a small avalanche center and
do not have formal requirements for

skiers or snowmobilers to send us
observations. We listen to everyone,
filtering the information as it comes
into our email. If you get outside to
recreate, no matter your skill level,
you can be our eyes and ears. A few
simple observations are all we need.
The easiest way is to go to mtavalanche.com and click on “Submit
an Observation” or email us directly at mtavalanche@gmail.com.
Working together, we can reduce
uncertainty with snowpack stability; all it takes is answering a few
basic questions:

General Thoughts: Anything else
relevant regarding ski or snowmobile
conditions?
Folks tend to think we need scientific data, but this is not so. While a
snowpit is definitely helpful, pictures are another valuable way to
convey a message. If you triggered an
avalanche and wrote us, maybe even
gave us a few pictures, we would
be indebted. And fear not, unlike
WikiLeaks, we respect people’s privacy and will also keep the location of
their secret powder stashes secret.

Even a simple sentence can give
us great information. For example:
“Two inches of new snow, no instability, great skiing, and no windloading” says a lot, especially if we
haven’t been to that area in a while.
It takes the guesswork out for us,
and it gives us something concrete to
work with.
The next time you head out, drop
us a line, send us a picture and let
us know what you found. The
avalanche advisories will be better
because of it.

Weather observations: How much
new snow? Wind direction? Wind
speed estimate? Cloud cover?
Avalanche Observations: Did you
notice any recent avalanche activity? Collapsing/cracking or other
signs of instability?
Snowpit Observations: If you dug
a snowpit, what was the weakest
layer? How far down was it? What
were stability test scores?
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THE

EXTRAORDINARY,
EXCEPTIONAL
UNIQUE

&

“I know how to best present your property in order to sell this
ski season. I oﬀer Big Sky’s most comprehensive advertising
campaign coupled with the Sotheby’s International Realty brand.
By listing with me, my clients get a foundation of experience,
professionalism and a proven record of success in Big Sky.”

Jeff Helms

JEFF HELMS
Big Sky’s Expert in Real Estate

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

F E AT U R E D P R O P E R T I E S

Yellowstone Club
Sunrise Ridge

Montana
YO U R H O M E I S I N
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Best Value in Big Sky
Mountain Village

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Best Value in
Moonlight

JEFF HELMS
Big Sky Sotheby’s International Realty
123 Lone Peak Drive
Big Sky, Montana 59716
tel 406.995.2244
cell 406.539.0121
jeﬀ.helms@sothebysrealty.com

Call or e-mail me for our year-end market report. It is important for you to know
all of the statistics in this Big Sky real estate market.

•

•

•
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Moonlight Snow Sports

Dreams Come True
By Duke Millington
A few years ago, a six-year-old
Florida boy named Tanner Page
came to Moonlight’s snow sports
school from Dreams Come True,
an organization that helps grant
requests of children with serious
illness. He had never been in a
snowy environment, so the wish he
expressed through Dreams Come
True was for his family to experience a winter week together in a
western mountain setting. Part
of the week’s activities included a
morning lesson at our ski area.
Although Tanner was still weak
from past cancer treatments and
operations, he was incredibly strong
in spirit. Using a wooden pole for
support and subtle guidance, he was
able to hold on and ski by my side,
learning how to turn, stop and enjoy
the rush of moving down a mountain.
We skied together for the next hour,
going the length of our long beginner
run, riding the chairlift and developing a special bond through crazy jokes
and riddles. It was the most memorable teaching experience of my 39-year
career, and saying goodbye to Tanner
that day was difficult.

This is how Big Sky gets
into hot water.

However, the family was back the
next morning, having adjusted their
schedule because all this boy wanted
to do that day was ski. We went out
again, student and teacher holding
onto the same old wooden pole. This
time we skied to the high-speed lift,
which took us near the top of the
mountain. As we skied by a windblown outcropping, we stopped to
pick up a small rock as a souvenir.
When we returned to the base area,
the family was there to take pictures
of us skiing down. Coming to a stop,
Tanner reached into his pocket and
handed the rock to his dad.
“This came from the top of the mountain,” he said.

Nordic Hot Tub

The look on the faces of his dad,
mother and sister showed incredulous joy. Although this boy never
had the opportunity to go to the top
of the mountain again, he and I will
carry the memory forever.

We service what we sell!

Spa sales to fit your budget
Pool and spa care after the sale
Custom maintenance plans

Originally from White Bear Lake, Minnesota, Duke Millington has been teaching skiing for 42 years and has been
at Moonlight six years. Tanner passed
away a year after his ski lesson due to
complications from his brain tumor.

Spa covers and custom lifts
Lots of accessories for your spa
Special orders available

www.BigSkyHotTubs.com
(406) 995-4892 • NordicHotTub@aol.com
47520 Gallatin Rd. • Big Sky, MT 59716

From the Ladies:
Tips and Tales from Big Sky Snow Sports

Try out a powder ski
Wednesday, January 5 was yet another epic powder day at Big Sky. For
the majority of skiers, that meant big
smiles, calling in sick or running late
to work. But on days like that, there
is also a population of skiers who say
things like, “Why didn’t they groom
anything last night,” or “I wish it
would stop snowing.”
I have found the walk-in business
in the Snowsports School at Big Sky
increases on a powder day. Sad, but
true, a certain percentage of people
in this world hate powder. Why? I
think it’s for a combination of reasons: not having the right fundamentals, the right tactics and the right
equipment.
In the past, because I always lived in
an “instructor world,” I opted for a
traditional ski, even on a powder day.

However, since moving to Big Sky
and having fellow instructor Tom
Marshall metaphorically sitting on
my shoulder on every powder day,
I’ve changed my choice of powder
ski. I was always very reluctant to ski
a fatter ski because I thought I’d lose
my ability to be accurate and precise
with my movements. I discovered
that I can manipulate my powder ski
the same way I manipulate my traditional ski.
Plus, the extra width gives me more
stability in cruddy, set-up snow.
My advice for the week: If you
haven’t tried a fat powder ski or a
rockered ski, you are missing out.
With the right fundamentals you can
achieve the same outcomes, as you
can on a traditional ski.

thisnext.com

By Emily Nedved

Emily Nedved is a PSIA-NRM
Examiner and helps run the Big Sky
Children’s Snowsports School.
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COUPON EXPIRES 2/4/2011

ON HWY 191 HEADING
TOWARDS OPHIR SCHOOL

helping owners of rental properties
enjoy a pleasant, hassle-free and rewarding
second home ownership since 1999.
East West considers the relationship with our Big Sky and
Moonlight Basin homeowners a partnership. We’ll work together to maintain and improve the condition of your Big Sky/
Moonlight property and its rental performance.

e a s t w e s t bi g s k y. c o m | 8 7 7 . 5 1 2 . 9 7 9 4
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Good

luck,

luck
By Brandon Niles

After leading Stanford to an impressive 12-1 record
this season, standout quarterback Andrew Luck has
decided to return to school for another year. This is not
a rare occurrence, but to me it is surprising, nonetheless. Luck was projected to be the first overall pick in the
2011 NFL draft this April; an achievement that often
carries with it over 30 million dollars in guaranteed
salary. Rather than take the money, Luck will remain at
Stanford for another year.
In the past, experts and fans have both lauded this kind
of decision. In 1997, Peyton Manning was a standout
quarterback for Tennessee, and he elected to remain in
college for his senior season, despite being projected to
be the top pick in the 1997 draft. Manning was considered a mature and dedicated student and was praised for
the decision. After another stellar year at Tennessee,
he was the first overall pick in the 1998 draft and has
gone on to have an amazing career with the Indianapolis
Colts.
However, for every Peyton Manning, there are players
like Matt Leinart and Brian Brohm. Leinart was projected to be the top pick in 2005, but chose to go back
to school. In 2006, he slid to the tenth pick and
received $14 million guaranteed in his contract.
Alex Smith, the 2005 number one pick after Leinart, opted to return to school and received $24 million guaranteed. Brian Brohm was projected
to be a top pick in the 2007 draft. Instead,
he went back to school and performed
poorly in an injury-plagued season and
slid all the way to the 56th pick in the
2008 draft. Meanwhile, JaMarcus Russell
(the 2007 top pick) signed a contract
that included $32 million, guaranteed.

Did Luck make the right choice? While I’d like to applaud
him for staying committed to academics and remaining in
school, he made a risky decision. Luck’s stock is as high as
it could possibly be right now, so impressions of him can
only go down with another year. Even if he plays very
well, there’s always a chance that he could sustain a serious
injury, costing him his career. Any small factor could cost
him millions in guaranteed salary.
While I don’t begrudge Luck for making this decision and
I’m certain he’ll enjoy another season in school, I can’t
help but feel the risk is too large to ignore. We all like to
pretend that football isn’t a business and that players play
for the love of the game; that simply is not the case. Players
have only a small window of opportunity to carve out a
career in sports, and they have to seize the opportunities
that present themselves. We all like the idea of a young kid
choosing education, but we also need to take into consideration the notion of following one’s dreams. Besides, in this
day and age, college doesn’t end at 22 anymore, so which
option is really the most pressing for Luck to pursue? I’m
certain many of his fans (particularly Stanford alumni) will
support his decision. In the mean time, I’ll be hoping Luck
doesn’t regret it, and that he goes on to have a Peyton Manning type of career rather than that of Leinart or Brohm.
Brandon Niles has done online freelance writing about the NFL since
2007. His articles range from NFL
news to team-specific commentary.
A Communication Studies graduate
student at the University of North
Carolina Greensboro, Niles is also
an avid Miami Dolphins fan, which
has led to his becoming an avid Scotch whisky fan over the
past decade.
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DUMMY

JUMP

SATURDAY, FEB 12

Build a dummy for destruction or just come to
watch the carnage as they launch big on the
Ambush headwall.
Parade starts at noon at the Summit Clocktower,
launching begins at 3pm in the Mountain Village
Plaza at Big Sky. Enter your dummy online at
bigskyresort.com/events.

DR YSDALE
M CLE AN
W IL LETT
PPLP
est. 1969

LAW PRACTICE
EMPHASIZING:
Commercial & Business Law
Estate Planning • Trusts
Probate • Real Estate • Wills
Mediation • Employment Law
JAMES A. MCLEAN
ANDREW J. WILLETT
P: 582-0027 F: 582-0028
2066 STADIUM DRIVE, SUITE 101
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Driving
Away
My Soul
By Nate Opp
Ski patrol work at Big Sky certainly
has moments of excitement, but
that’s a story for someone else to
write. This is just about getting there.
If you’re a patroller from Bozeman,
you often get a call around 4:15 a.m.
They say, “Hey, it’s early.” And that’s
usually the extent of the conversation, because no one wants to sit
around and talk about the weather
at that hour, even though that’s why
they’re calling in the first place.
One of the hardest drives I remember was around Christmas of 2005,
when it snowed almost eight feet at
Bridger Bowl, and about four feet in
town. We had to get up at 3:30 a.m.
to dig our cars out and start driving
to Big Sky by 4:00 to make up for the
unplowed roads. After about 45 minutes of 4x4ing to Four Corners, the
snow had tapered to approximately
one foot, so the rest of the drive was
easier. The whole way we were hoping we might have at least one tenth
of that eight feet, but we were disappointed to find about four inches on
the deck outside the first aid room,
which actually only works out to be
about 1/24th.
About 10 years ago, I didn’t have
a car. So, to get from my house in
Bozeman to work in Big Sky, I rode
my bike to the bank by the mall and
hitchhiked. Once, as I waited under
a streetlight at 5:30 a.m. hoping
someone would pick me up, a car
pulled over a few hundred meters
down the road. I ran up, but as soon
as I opened the door the driver took
off. Since I was that much closer to
Big Sky, I figured I might as well
keep going.
When I finally got to Four Corners,
it was starting to get light, and some
guys in an RV gave me a ride the rest
of the way. That was the only time
I’ve been late—about 30 minutes.

On one commute with a co-worker,
I sat shotgun and talked with the
driver about what to do when caught
in an avalanche. We settled on ‘fight
like hell’. A few hours later, that
same driver was caught and completely buried in an avalanche. When we
dug him out, he popped out chipper
as a jaybird. He told me that all he
thought about was our conversation.
So, maybe it’s a good thing we had
three extra hours a day to speculate
on ‘what ifs’.
During another drive, everyone in
the back seat was asleep, and the
driver wasn’t talking to anyone because he was asleep, too. We all woke
up when the car brushed up against
the guardrail and didn’t have any
problem staying awake for the rest of
that ride.
Once in awhile, the suicide mule deer
herd out by Gallatin Gateway makes
an early morning migration across
191. We try not to hit them either,
because we can relate to their dangerous way of life.
I could probably go on about how to
drive in the rain with no windshield
wipers and slightly awkward hitchhiking scenarios, but I won’t. I think
everyone should know though, the
Triple has never not opened at nine
because of lateness. We’ve had a few
delayed openings: once because
someone at Moonlight thought a cast
primer from a gondola shot was thunder and lightning when they saw a
flash and heard a boom. But so far our
timing is in the 99 percentile, and like
we established earlier, that’s beside
the point. Even though we might get
1/24th of the snow as someplace else,
we do get our share of southwest
wind, which keeps things pretty nice,
for the most part.
Nate Opp has been a Big Sky ski patroller since 1999.
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FOR SALE BY OWNER

2605 Little Coyote Rd. Meadow Village
Recently built. 2800 sq ft. 3 BD 3BA plus large loft. 2 car heated
garage, finest fixtures and finishes, custom cabinets, beautiful Alder floors, & stacked stone fireplace. Make this a must
see. Minutes to golf, world class fly fishing & hiking trails in
summer. Out your door, access to cross country trails in winter.
Skiing at Lone Mountain’s Big Sky Resort just up the mountain.
Motivated seller asking $689,000
Possible owner financing.
Call Mike’s cell 239-273-4809 for a showing or go to
www.2605LittleCoyote.com for more information and photos.
Buyer agents welcome at 4%

Now offeriNg marketiNg graNts to
southwest moNtaNa busiNesses
The grants will allocate a marketing budget toward each business’ marketing needs, and help them
create a platform from which they can grow. Issued monthly based on need.

eligibility criteria :

to aPPly:

•

Suffered from hardships and loss

•

Start-up company that lacks money for marketing

•

Charitable organizations in need of support

Visit theoutlawpartners.com and click on
the ‘business grants’ link - share business
name, contact information and insight into
eligibility for a grant.

(406) 995-2055
media@theoutlawpartners.com

26 January 21, 2011

Big Sky Weekly

Ophir Ski
Fridays
photos by Sam Isham
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Yellowstone Club,
Uniquely Big Sky

Custom Residence 486

9 A m A z i n g P ro P e rt i e s
Protected by 65 acres of dedicated open space
1.7 - 4.8 acre parcels
11,000+ sq ft. Locati-designed Custom Residence

D i r e c t s k i A c c e s s t o Y e l l ow s t o n e
c l u b , b i g s k Y r e s o rt &
moonlight bAsin
Private development within Yellowstone Club
Situated on the saddle between Yellowstone Club and Big
Sky Resort
Year-round private & public amenities

snowfall400+inches
ski access8200acres
golf course18 holes
designed by Tom Weiskopf

elevation8448
development24.41acres
open space64.76acres
gross88.17acres

To view videos and learn more about Lone View Ridge properties, visit
LoneViewRidge.com or YellowstoneClub.com.
For direct questions or sales inquiries, email sales@loneviewridge.com
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reel review

Glacier National Park is featured in Ken Burns’s PBS Documentary
“National Parks:America’s Best Idea”

The National Parks:
America’s Best Idea
By Hunter Rothwell
In 1851, during the frenzied California gold rush
and the Mariposa wars, a U.S. Army battalion
chased 200 Ahwahneechee Indians into Yosemite
Valley. The soldiers were the first white men to enter the valley, and the scenery had a profound effect
on them. A member of the party, Dr. Lafayette Bunnell, said, “I have seen the power and the glory of a
supreme being. His handy work is in that testimony
of the rock.” This was the beginning of the story of
our national parks.
In Ken Burns’s “The National Parks: America’s
Best Idea,” the highly acclaimed documentary
director and producer has created a masterpiece of
breathtaking cinematography and historical narrative. Burns’s series, which catalogs the story of
American public lands from 1851-1980, won an
Emmy for Outstanding Nonfiction Series. The six,
two-hour, episodes were originally aired on PBS.
In the mid to late 1800s, America was in the middle
of the industrial revolution. It was difficult for
Americans at the time to relent from their commercial pursuits. Industry and new technology were
the backbone of the United States’ rise to global
power, and citizens embraced the idea of civilization
conquering the wild land. This embedded attitude
was, and continues to be, the greatest challenge to
the realization of setting aside land to remain in its
natural state. Burns’s work shows the particulars of
the long and fierce fight against these competing elements of the American spirit.
The powerful first and second episodes, “The Scripture of Nature” (1851-1890) and “The Last Refuge”
(1890-1915), recount the work and life of John
Muir, who was the most eloquent and dedicated
advocate of the national parks. Muir’s work in Yosemite and his extensive writings built on Emerson
and Thoreau’s work from the mid-1800s: the idea
that returning to wild nature was restorative and an
escape from urban civilization’s increasing corruption. Delightful scenes show Muir riding a sluff
avalanche to the bottom of the Yosemite Valley and
climbing into treetops during storms so he could
learn what a storm felt like to a tree. Muir’s tireless
conservation efforts resulted in the creation of the
first large public park set aside for public use, resort
and recreation. President Lincoln signed this bill on
June 30, 1864.
Originally under the control of California, Yosemite didn’t become a national park until 1890. The

world’s first national park originated almost twenty
years earlier: Yellowstone was created March 1,
1872, with the signature of President Grant. Unlike
Yosemite, it was not under state control because it
was in the Montana Territory. And under jurisdiction of the federal government Burns shows these
preserved lands had greater chance of survival under
federal protection than under state control.
After Muir, the leading character of the national
parks was the millionaire industrialist Stephen
Mather. Mather had the energy
of John Muir, however
his approach to preserving natural wonders
was very different. A
successful marketer and
salesman, he understood
that in order to sell the
public on the idea of
national parks, the people
needed to see the parks
themselves. Mather
encouraged the railroads
to continue aggressive
promotions encouraging
passengers to travel to
the parks by train. When
the automobile replaced
the railroad, he commissioned road building and
opened the parks to cars.

and conserving our natural resources and wonders.
“The National Parks: America’s Best Idea” is a
permanent visual and narrative record of America’s
greatest treasures. As a citizen of the United
States, we are all owners of some of the most scenic and pristine property in the world. Ken Burns
himself makes it very clear: “You’d be hard pressed
to find something that was a purer expression of
the democratic impulse. In setting aside land, not
for privileged, not for the kings and nobility, but
for everybody, for all time.”

As we travel through
the story of the parks,
Burns introduces us to
some of the most famous
Americans: Theodore
Roosevelt, John D. Rockefeller Jr., Ansel Adams,
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and more. In addition to
a tremendous voice cast
including Tom Hanks,
John Lithgow, Andy
Garcia and Sam Waterson, Burns’s interviews
with historians and park
experts provide wonderful stories and personal
experiences. We owe a
great debt to the people
who began preserving
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schizoid
johnny
live!
Fri
& Sat
28th & 29th

January

Warm-up SpecialS

NATIVE AMERICAN
& WESTERN ACCENTS
for you and your home

MEET THE ARTIST:
JOHN CODOTT

A contemporary Blackfeet Painter with a
Brash Style and Traditional Motifs

Pasta Monday

tuesday tune-uP

Saturday January 22nd
4:00 - 6:00 P.M.
In the Summit Lobby at Big Sky Resort

whisky wednesday

therMal thursday

Refreshments Will Be Served

Tony’s “Little Italy Night”
Walleye Fry

Burger & Beer $7 All Day
Corral Sirloin Night

FREE to the Public

oPen daily 11am Lunch & Dinner · Sat & Sun 8am Breakfast
5 miles South of Big Sky - HWY 191, Mile Marker 43
menu online - www.corralbar.com - 406-995-4249
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Skiing: a great
way to prevent the
Common Cold
By Jeff Daniels, M.D.
What is the most common acute
illness in the industrialized world?
It’s the common cold. We use this
term to describe a relatively benign,
self-limited infection of the upper
respiratory tract caused by members
of several families of viruses.
People suffering with a “common
cold” are affected with variable degrees of sneezing, nasal congestion,
nasal discharge, sore throat, cough,
low-grade fever, headaches and malaise. Although it might share symptoms with other illnesses, a cold is
distinctly different when compared
with influenza, strep throat, bacterial sinusitis, allergies, and whooping cough (pertussis).
Whereas kids might come down
with a cold five to 10 times per year,
most adults will only suffer with
one or two per year. That still accounts, in adults, for 40% of all time
lost from jobs due to an illness.
The rhinovirus (“rhino” means nose)
accounts for up to 50% of all colds.
Researchers are discovering new
viruses all the time that produce
colds in humans. Two of the latest
discovered are the metapneumonia
virus and the bocavirus. Even the

influenza virus can cause a mild
“cold-like” illness.
The symptoms of the common
cold are largely due to the immune
system battling the virus rather than
the virus itself. A congested nose
and a runny nose are the most common symptoms, and fever is uncommon in adults. On examination, it’s
often hard to see anything wrong.
The symptoms of a cold usually last
from three to seven days. People
with underlying chronic illnesses,
those who are malnourished, people
with immune deficiencies, and
chronic cigarette smokers all can
get much more severe symptoms
that can last longer than otherwise
healthy non-smoking individuals.
A common complication in children,
but less so in adults, is an acute
infection of the middle ear (otitis
media). This is mainly due to blockage and dysfunction of the tube that
connects the back of the nose to the
middle part of the ear, called the
Eustachian tube. This messes up the
pressure regulation in the middle
ear, leading to pain, and sometimes
pus accumulation.

Prevention
Everyone has heard of Vitamin C being used to prevent colds. Most
studies however, find it provides little benefit. One study did show
that people who perform vigorous physical activity in arctic
conditions had fewer colds…Could that apply to us in the winter in
Big Sky?
No herbal product has been conclusively shown to significantly
change the incidence of the common cold, including Echinacea and
garlic, although in one small study, a garlic supplement did show promise. North American ginseng may shorten the duration of a cold if taken
preventively, but has not been shown to reduce incidence or severity.
Moderate intensity exercise over a year decreases the incidence of
colds compared with overweight sedentary individuals. Facemasks have
never been proven to really prevent the acquisition of a cold virus, nor
has gargling shown any benefit.
Regular and thorough handwashing is a good method of preventing colds.
So go out and ski hard... It might work better than most other preventatives.

This guest column by Dr. Jeff Daniels introduces a series of pieces written by the
fourth year medical students and family practice/emergency medical residents
working at the Medical Clinic of Big Sky. Dr. Daniels started the program for students in 1998.

F O R S O M E, WE’RE THE MOST POPULAR
A P R É S S KI PLACE IN TOWN.
A day on the slopes can cause aches and
pains. Fear not. We’re here with a full line
of pain relievers, ointments, wraps, and ice
packs so you’ll be ready to go again come
morning. You’ll also find relief for coughs,
colds, and sore throats to make your days
and nights more enjoyable. Find us across
from the Big Sky Chapel.
Hours: Monday-Friday, 10:00 am-6:00 pm;
Closed 2:00-2:30 pm for lunch
Meadow Village Center | 36 Center Ln, Suite 2
406-993-9390 | www.bozemandeaconess.org/pharmacy
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• Daily drink specials
• Live Music
• 12 HDTVs
• Amazing Food
• 100 beers
• 100 wines
WEDNESDAYS - OPEN MIC/LADIES NIGHT
THURSDAYS - TRIVIA

OPEN DAILY AT 11:30 A.M.
LUNCH & DINNER
32 January 21, 2011

LOCATED IN THE BIG SKY
TOWN CENTER
big sky, montana
406-995-3830

food & dining
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Closer to Home at

Rainbow
		 Ranch
By Abbie Digel
photos courtesy of rainbow ranch

“It was shockingly good,” said Steve Kuntz with
a huge smile. The Food and Beverage Director at
Rainbow Ranch was describing a private dinner
held a few weeks ago in the Bacchus room, a glasspaneled wine cellar in the basement of the main
lodge which stores the Ranch’s award-winning
wine collection. The entree was smoked black cod
in a Belguin Edive, or lettuce boat, with garlic aioli,
fresh olive oil, dijon potato gratin and finished with
truffled broccoli. The guests raved.
The cuisine at Rainbow Ranch stays true to the
lodge’s rich Montana history. Kuntz and Executive
Chef Matthew Fritz combine Western flavors with
contemporary flare, using the freshest ingredients
grown from Montana farms. For dinner, try the
grilled bison tenderloin, paired with house-made
bison kielbasa, port wine pickled red cabbage, potato puree, and topped with a red wine demi-glace.
Guests staying for breakfast can enjoy fresh berries, yogurt, homemade granola and strong coffee.
The chefs use contrasting flavors, and their experience supports their adventurous cuisine.
Kuntz graduated in ‘00 from Western Culinary
Institute in Portland, Oregon, spent two years in
San Francisco working at a variety of restaurants,
spent three years as Pastry Chef at the Timbers at
Moonlight Lodge, and owns Montana Epicurean, a
full service catering company.
Fritz has been cooking for 20 years, and started in

the business as a server.
He went to culinary
school in Chicago, where
he grew up, and cooked
at different restaurants
until he landed his sous
chef job, while visiting a
friend in Big Sky, at Rainbow in 1999. Previously,
Steve Kuntz, Director of Food and Beverage, hard at work.
Fritz was a sous chef at
the Yellowstone Club,
To Kuntz, the dining experience is not complete
Chef de Cuisine at By Word of Mouth, chef at Lone
without a bottle of vino, and he has travelled far
Mountain Ranch and also has his own private chef
and wide to create the perfect, ever-changing list.
business.
“I am excited to develop the wine cellar to include
excellent, affordable options, as well as a selection
The RR kitchen team members are smart and
of cellar vintages from California to France and evexperienced, and know how to point diners in the
erywhere in between. Pairing complementary wines
right direction, pairing full flavor wines with the
with our menu is a challenge I enjoy,” he said.
right food, creating a magical symmetry of taste and
talent.
The wine list is extensive – prefer Italian Brunello
but want to try something new? The staff will
“The dining experience at Rainbow Ranch was like
recommend a Spanish version and chances are,
embarking upon an adventure with your server
Kuntz has sampled a few glasses with the distribuas your fearless leader. It was an incredible, tastetor himself.
ful journey,” said Sam Isham, a dinner guest who
devoured his Asian barbecue glazed grilled quail as
“Patrons can go to different restaurants and have a
a starter, elk medallions as an entree, and finished
cabernet with their meat, but at Rainbow, we can
the evening with a Mexican chocolate soup flavored
take it even further and give you the option of a
with cinnamon and chilies, drizzled over caramel
California cab, an Argentinean, or something from
bread budding, and topped with banana-praline ice
France. There are so many different options, it’s fun
cream and crystallized sugar straws.
to play with.”

“The dining experience at Rainbow Ranch was like
embarking upon an adventure with your server as your
fearless leader. It was an incredible, tasteful journey”
-Dinner guest Sam Isham

Book one of the Ranch’s deluxe, cozy rooms, or
reserve the entire ranch and plan a Montana wedding. Wedding celebrations are the Ranch’s most
popular draw, and for good reason. Guests check
in on Wednesday, and the RR staff takes care of
everything from the meet and greet, the ceremony,
reception in the barn or at the gazebo, and a farewell
brunch the day the wedding party departs.
“It’s a reserved elegance,” said GM Mollie Eckman.
“This place is pretty special. There’s a reason people
come back year after year.”
Originally built in 1919, a fire destroyed the main
lodge in 2008, but was rebuilt soon after with the
same rustic elegance. “It’s still clean, rustic Montana,” said Kuntz.

Originally called the Halfway Inn because of its location between West
Yellowstone and Bozeman, the Rainbow Ranch was built in 1919.

Daily life moves slower at Rainbow Ranch. It’s a
place where guests spend time on little things; they
can enjoy breakfast and read the entire newspaper
cover-to-cover, take pleasure in a meal made from
scratch, or stroll through the grounds and listen to
the sounds wildlife, and chances are there will be a
double rainbow over the horizon.
rainbowranchbigsky.com
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Business Profile of
the Week:
Alpine Property
Management, Shuttle
to Big Sky & Taxi

The largest management company in Big Sky, Alpine Property Management
has grown since Markus Kirchmayr came to town seven years ago. Along with
acquiring properties, clients and Shuttle To Big Sky and Taxi, Kirchmayr and his
team have carved a place as a leader in community service.
On the evening of the Christmas Stroll, Shuttle to Big Sky & Taxi drove
community members to and from the Meadow Village, then brought Santa
himself to the pancake breakfast. Members of the Alpine team also spend

Big Sky Weekly

AUTHENTIC THAI
& ASIAN CUISINE
Open for the Winter Season!
Come try our NEW Halibut
and Banana Curry!
Takeout available
5:00 - 9:00 p.m. nightly

3090 Pine Drive #2, Big Sky
406-995-2728

Please call early to place your takeout
order so we may best accomodate

hours on the newly constructed, Alpine-sponsored ice rink, clearing snow
off the smooth surface, which is a huge effort, Kirchmayr explained:
“Every snowfall, even if it is a little bit, takes two to five hours to clear.” The
team snow blows the fluffy stuff first, then takes a shovel to it twice to clear
any remaining snow. Alpine offers this $10,000 service at no charge.
“We’ve committed like no one else to prove our experience,” said Kirchmayr.
Alpine’s comprehensive services include full concierge for long and short
term renters, care taking of properties, and Homeowner Association management. Shuttle to Big Sky and Taxi is the perfect compliment to the management company, with their door-to-door service to and from the Bozeman
airport. All drivers are local to Big Sky and are helpful to new clients coming
from out of town.
The shuttle service plays a large role alongside Alpine in their efforts to give
back to the community. Last summer, the Willie Nelson concert drew a huge
crowd, and cars were ready and available to drive concert attendees safely
home at no charge. Recently Shuttle to Big Sky and Taxi transported the
wounded warriors from Bozeman to Big Sky, and they are also involved in
driving patrons to Ophir’s popular pie auction. Other contributions include
sponsorship of the little league, cash donations to Women in Action, BSSEF
and the Ophir School District.

Big Sky
L I M IT E D

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

CONTACT ERIC

406-570-0639 • 406-995-2055
MEDIA@THEOUTLAWPARTNERS.COM

“We are always ready to help people,” said Kirchmayr. “We started small and
are doing the right things. That’s how we grow.”
A.D.

BIG BURRITOS.
BIG TASTE.
SMALL PRICES.

TACOS • WRAPS • BOWLS
KIDS MENU • BEER • MARGS
EVERYTHING MADE FRESH EVERY DAY!

DINE IN • TAKE OUT • WEROLLEMFAT.COM

WINTER HOURS START DECEMBER 6
OPEN DAILY 11-8

FIND

U

FAC
S ON

EBOO

K!!

LOCATED IN THE WESTFORK PLAZA NEXT TO MILKIES. CALL AHEAD 995-3099!
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$

Classifieds!

$15 with photo

Each Ad can
be up to 4 lines
(Maximum of
30 words).
Additional lines
are $5 per line,
Maximum of 8
words per line.
Email classifieds and/or
advertising requests to:
media@theoutlawpartners.com
(406) 995-2055

HELP WANTED
Engineering Tech (Part time)
The successful candidate will
possess basic maintenance skills as
they relate to the maintenance and
upkeep of household and condominium environments. The ability
to diagnose and repair common
maintenance items such as simple
plumbing issues, heating problems,
small appliance repair, are required.
Any experience with satellite TV
repair or troubleshooting is a plus.
Candidate must be able to use
simple hand tools and lift up to 50
pounds. The successful candidate
will be a self-directed and active
problem solver able to work under
pressure with tight deadlines. Candidate must live in the Big Sky area
and be able to fulfill on-call duties as
needed. Submit cover letter and resume to: employmentinfobigsky@
gmail.com. EEO
--------------------------By Word of Mouth Restaurant is
hiring a FT night line cook. Please
call or email to set up a interview
406-995-2992 or bwombigsky@
montana.net

Ophir School District #72 seeking a route bus driver. CDL w/”S”
endorsement required. Please see
full ad and application online at
www.ophirschool.com
--------------------------Office Administrator needed, year
round employment in a professional office in Big Sky. Ideal candidate will be friendly, energetic
and highly organized. Responsibilities include client reception
in person and over the phone,
assisting with workflow management, maintaining office records,
and general office administration.
Applicants should be skilled in
general computer operations,
WORD and EXCEL. Experience
with QuickBooks and bookkeeping are a plus. The position offers
health insurance, flexibility, and
other benefits for a professionallyminded individual. Contact info@
bigskycpas.com or 406-995-2511
for more info
--------------------------Need some extra money? Come
share your passion for the Big Sky
area as a Driver for Shuttle to Big
Sky & Taxi. Must be at least 25 yrs
of age w/ clean driving record and
able to lift 50 lbs. FT & PT positions avail. Please submit resume
to info@bigskytaxi.com. EEO.
--------------------------Reservationist (Part Time)
Successful candidate will have reservations experience selling lodging over the phone for hotel or
condominium properties. Ability
to verbally communicate features
and benefits of different properties to sell inventory is required.
Familiarity with the Big Sky area
is a plus. Must be able to learn
and use computer software to
book reservations. A high level of
professionalism is required for this
position selling luxury accommodations. Please send cover letter
and resume to: employmentinfobigsky@gmail.com. EEO
--------------------------Bucks T-4 Restaurant
Hiring experienced evening line
cooks, dishwashers, wait staff
Send resume to info@buckst4.
com or fill out application at Hotel
Front Desk. For more info call
Chuck 406-995-4111

Caseys’ Corner – Big Sky Exxon
Store Manager for Big Sky Exxon
Starting $14 -15 per hour – 40
hours weekly. Paid Medical, vacation, quarterly bonus program
Please send resume to karlas@
storydist.com
--------------------------Bugaboo Cafe
Hiring Full-Time A.M. Wait Staff.
Please call Paul or Kim @995-3350
or stop by the restaurant for an application.
--------------------------HUNGRY MOOSE MARKET
AND DELI Great opportunity
for experienced chef full-time
year round with benefits contact
jackie@hungrymoose.com or 406581-1772 www.hungrymoose.com
--------------------------PHARMACY CLERK
Big Sky Pharmacy now hiring a
Pharmacy Clerk. Positions requires
customer service & POS cash register experience. Mon-Fri 1p-6pm
Jan-April. Apply on-line at
www.bozemandeaconess.com

Steam Ice Dam Removal
- Custom Roofing Professionals
- Copper, Cor-Ten, Cold-Rolled,
Standing Seam, Cedar Shake,
Asphalt
- Full-Spectrum Roof Inspections,
Including Infrared
406.209.3786
www.roofcoop.com
SNOWMOBILE RENTALS
DELIVERY AVAILABLE
www.bigboystoysrentals.com
406-587-4747
--------------------------In need of a Caretaker or Estate Manager? Former corporate
facilities manager with 20 years of
home building experience seeking
long-term caretaker/estate manager position. I will provide an exceptional level of service and commitment in exchange for housing
+ salary. Excellent references.
Contact Scott @ 406.451.8510
---------------------------

For rent
Want to Open a Business?
Commercial Space in Town Center – owner is prepared to make
deals happen for lease or ownership. Amazing spaces range from
1200sq/ft to 2000sq/ft. Owner,
Sam Sammis - (PH) 802-522-8500

For sale

Learning how to telemark ski?
These are perfect. Crispi size
24.5 Ladies’ CX.A All-Round
telemark boot. $40 OBO email:
abbie@theoutlawpartners.com
--------------------------FREE to a good home - 1 cats,
adult males, can be sold individually or together. Contact Mike at
406-209-4680

lost & found
Found: Vacuum Cleaner on Ousel
Falls View Road. Call (406) 9952055 to claim.

36 January 21, 2011

SERVICES

Pilates/Yoga fusion class EVERY
Sunday at 9:00 am @ BENTLEY
BODIES studio in Big Sky. Increase strength, flexibility & balance. All fitness levels welcome.
WWW.BENTLEYBODIES.NET
406.570.9154

Want to advertise?
Contact Outlaw Partners at
(406) 995-2055 or
media@theoutlawpartners.com

EVENTS
Big Sky

Planning an event? Let us know!
Email abbie@theoutlawpartners.com and we’ll spread the word.

Little Jane and the
Pistol Whips
Whiskey Jack’s
9:30 p.m.- 12:30 p.m.
January 28

Moonlight Basin
Avalanche One
Course
Thursday – Saturday
8-5 p.m.
(406) 993-6026
January 27-29

Sno-Bar
21 + dancing, drinks and music
January 22

Rotary Club’s Gold
Raffle & Auction
Buck’s T-4 Ballroom
6 p.m.
January 22

The Half Moon
Saloon Presents The
Fourge
9:30 p.m.
No cover, shuttle provided from
venue
January 22

Morocco: Mud
Castles, Mountains
and Misperceptions
Big Sky Institute, Westfork
Meadows
6-7:30 p.m.
February 3

Bozeman
SW Montana
Astronomical
Society Winter
Lecture Series
IRIS: A Fresh Look at the Solar
Chromosphere
7 p.m.
January 28

Montana Outdoor
Science School
Volunteer
Orientation
2-4 p.m.
Bozeman Fish Technology Center
February 3

Big Sky Weekly

Sunday Breakfast
Buffet at Mammoth
Hot Springs
Dining Room. Join us for our
breakfast buffet featuring
6:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. every Sunday
this winter.

Montana Youth
Activation Summit
somt.org
February 3-5

The Wailin’ Jenny’s
Female bluegrass
trio
The Ellen Theater
585-5885
7:30 p.m.
February 4

Gardiner
B Bar Ranch Public
Ski Days
$25 for all day skiing and lunch.
9- 4 p.m.
848-7729
January 29, February 5, 13.

west
yellowstone
Winter Snowshoe
Program
WY Visitor Information Center
1:30 p.m.
January 29

Winter Trails Day
Meet @ trailhead, ski for free
11 a.m.
January 29

GNF Winter Snowshoe Program
WY Visitor Information Center
1:30 p.m.
February 1

What do Farmers
Eat these Days?
Matt Rothschiller, from Gallatin Valley Botanical,
shares his favorite kid-friendly recipe for the cold winter months.
Winter Squash. A good winter squash is locally grown,
aesthetically pleasing on the outside, has plump
seeds inside, and firm, consistent flesh, from the rind
to the seed cavity. Our children, Ania, 8 months and
Zachary, 4 years, both love winter squash, particularly
buttercup or butternut, and we cook it weekly.
Peel the squash, half it and scoop out the seeds.
Cube into ½” dice, toss with canola or olive oil, and
bake uncovered at 375 degrees on a cookie sheet
until just barely al dente. Peeled and cut small, it will
cook quickly.
Remove from the oven to cool slightly, and then sauté
on med high to high heat for a few minutes with a
tablespoon of butter and a tablespoon of olive oil. This
step gives it a crisp outside and soft inside. Set some
aside for the little mouths, then season with salt and
cinnamon or salt, pepper, and New Mexico Red chile
powder. A ripe squash will need little or no sweeteners.
You can finish the cooking in the oven and omit the
sauté for a softer squash. gallatinvalleybotanical.com
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fun

People on
the street
Where is your favorite place
to recreate in Southwest
Montana?

Did you know?
Plasma is the Fourth State of Matter
In addition to solids, liquids and gasses, the universe has another element: plasma. Plasmas are hot
ionized gasses with equal amounts of positively
charged ions and negatively charged electrons.
Because their characteristics are markedly different
from ordinary neutral gases—being electrically conductive and responding to electromagnetic fields—
plasmas are a distinct state of matter.
Plasmas are also the most common state of matter.
Scientists estimate 99% of matter in the observable
universe is in the plasma state, said Southwest Research Institute. The phrase “observable universe”
is important, the institute continues, because 90%

of the mass of the universe is thought to be “dark
matter,” the composition and state of which are
unknown.
In 1879, Sir William Crookes first identified plasma; he called it “radiant mattter.” Sir J.J. Thomson
identified its nature almost two decades later, and
then in 1928, Irving Langmuir named it plasma–
perhaps because it was reminiscent of blood plasma.
The Sun is made of plasma, as are all other stars
and most interplanetary medium. Other examples
include flame, lightning and neon signs.
E.S.

Dale Summerford, Precision Lawn Care
Bozeman
“Taylor Fork has some of best challenging mountain
bike trails.”

Jennifer Staubalk (on left)
Big Sky
“Headwaters State Park by Three Forks”
Sara J. Gibbs (on right), Made in Big Sky,
Massage Therapist
Big Sky
“Pioneer Mountains to visit ghost towns and mine
for crystals”

Tyler Wade
Scissorbills
“The lone peak tram is my favorite destination in
Montana and my favorite run depends on the day.”

Katie’s Joke Corner
What kind of shoes
do spies wear?
sneakers!
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Where do leprechauns hide their
gold in Montana?
at the end of
the snowbow

youth
Neal Awarded First Boyne
Exceptional Educator Award
By Abbie Digel
On December 21, fifth-grade teacher
Dave Neal of Ophir School was
awarded a complimentary season pass
to Big Sky Resort as part of the first
Boyne Exceptional Educator Award.
Taylor Middleton, General Manager of Big Sky Resort, presented the
award to Neal during Ophir’s holiday
concert.
“I was completely blown away,” said
Neal. “This was the first year I didn’t
have a season pass since ninth-grade. I
can’t wait to get out there.”
The award, the brainchild of Taylor
Middleton, was created in conjunction with Loren Bough, Chair of
the Ophir school board, as a way to
improve student outcomes since the
school’s expansion from a K-8 to a
K-12 learning facility. In order for a
teacher to qualify for the award, he or
she needs to work outside of contracted hours doing private tutoring work
in the core subjects of math, writing,
science and reading.
“If 10 teachers give 40 of hours
outside tutoring, that’s 400 hours,
which will make a very big difference
in a school of 200-300 students,” said
Bough of the extra time the committee hopes teachers will spend with
students.
The hours Neal spends outside of
school tutoring students inspired the
program. It will be based on measurable results, such as grade improvement and test scores. “Teacher behavior like that is exactly what we want to
reward,” said Bough.
The deciding process for recipients
will be rigorous, where teachers will

A-J3 Big Sky Ski Education Foundation racers sharpened their skis and
took on racers from across the Northern Division to compete at Red Lodge.
Sunday’s results are overall and not
by class.
Congratulations to Melissa Wills
who currently leads the Women’s J1
USSA Northern Division in World
Cup scoring.

have to apply showing a significant
amount of hours spent with students,
and their actual improved results. The
mentorship does not have to based
on tutoring; there is also room for
innovation.
The five-person committee is made up
of members outside of the school who
are engaged in education and other
school administrators. The committee
will accept applications in the spring,
review in October, and present the
award in December. All applicants
will still be honored the discounted
price on a Big Sky Season pass.
“By encouraging innovation and
focusing on improving student outcomes, we’re creating incentives for
those teachers who are successful,”
said Middleton.
This new program just for Lone Peak
High School is a way for Boyne to
contribute to the school’s educational
advancement, since the corporation
has helped Ophir for the past 30 years
by donating passes for ski Fridays.
“This is a big commitment on Boyne’s
behalf the to educational community,” said Bough. “Our school has
always been big on community partnerships. There is going to be more
of that coming from Ophir and Lone
Peak high school.”

Ophir Student
wins Kite Skiing
Competition
Frances Cronin, of Ophir school, won
the amateur women’s (all ages) freeride
and course racing events at the Georgetown Lake Open, the first stop on the
North American Snow Kite Tour.

Ophir Middle School Girl’s
Basketball Schedule
1/24
@ Manhattan Christian
1/25
vs. Anderson @ Ophir
1/27
5/6 Gallatin Gateway
Tournament
2/1
vs. Home School @ Ophir
2/7
@ Heritage Christian

BSSEF Racers Take on
Red Lodge

Ophir Middle School Boy’s
Basketball Schedule
1/24
@ Harrison 6:30 p.m.
1/31
@ Manhattan Christian 4:00

Friday Women’s Slalom
J3 Silver Brelsford 6th place
J3 Maddy Smith DSQ
J2 Madison Bildahl 2nd place
J1 Melissa Wills 2nd place
Friday Men’s Slalom
J3 Sean Bayless 11th place

Saturday Women’s Giant Slalom
J3 Silver Brelsford 5thplace
J3 Maddy Smith 13th place
J2 Madison Bildahl 5th place
J2 Sylvie Henry 9th place
J1 Melissa Wills 2nd place
Saturday Men’s Giant Slalom
J3 Derek Hetherington 7th place
J3 Sean Bayless 11th place
Sunday Women’s Giant Slalom
J3 Silver Brelsford 7th place
J2 Madison Bildahl 12th place
J1 Melissa Wills 13th place
J3 Maddy Smith 28th place
J2 Sylvie Henry – did not finish first
run
Sunday Men’s Giant Slalom
J3 Derek Hetherington 20th place
J3 Sean Bayless 22nd place

Local Resorts
offer Student Ski
Programs

M-BAR-T
Program at
Moonlight Basin

Ophir elementary students have
been climbing onto packed school
busses and trekking up to Big Sky
Resort for over 30 years on select
Fridays throughout the winter. The
first Ski Friday of the ’10/’11 school
year, January 7, was a warm day as
the kids gathered around the Explorer lift with big smiles in anticipation
of the chance to show off their skills
in the annual ski off.

Students in Southwest Montana have
the opportunity to hit the Moonlight
ski trails through the M-BAR-T
program. The Moonlight Basin
Aspirations Reward Team (M-BART) is available to students attending
public, private and home schooled
students in Gallatin, Madison, Beaverhead, Park and Sweet Grass counties. Students who are residents of
these counties but attend institutions
outside of these counties or attend
schools not listed on the application
are not eligible.

Boyne Resorts has a 35-year history
of supporting education by sponsoring ski Fridays for elementary kids
at Ophir, and offering ski passes for
teachers, as well. All students at the
school receive the same opportunities to learn to ski and board through
this program. Big Sky offers passes
for K-5 students, who all take ski
lessons from the Big Sky Snow
Sports School, and the 6-8 graders
snowboard, so students are exposed
to both forms of riding.
25 percent of Ophir’s student population would not ski if not for Ski
Fridays because of issues of affordability or busy, working parents.
The kids who grow up in Big Sky
and otherwise would never try skiing or boarding have benefitted from
this program the most.
The OSC, the school’s parent association, raises funds for the program
at their annual pie auction. The Yellowstone Club Community Foundation contributes warm clothing, skis
and coats.
A.D.

Through the M-BAR-T Program,
students in grades six through 12
can earn a free Moonlight Basin pass.
They must pay a $15 application fee
and have proof from their school of a
3.0 grade point average as of January
21. The goals of the program are to
inspire young people to achieve academic growth and excellence, provide
outdoor recreational opportunities to
the area’s youth, promote skiing as a
lifelong activity to be shared with the
family and to allow young people to
experience the beauty, freedom and
physical challenge of snow sports.

Cross Country
Skiing at Lone
Mountain Ranch
January 25th & 27th - 5th Grade
February 1st & 3rd - 4th Grade
February 8th & 10th - 3rd Grade
February 15th & 17th - 2nd Grade
February 22nd & 24th - 1st Grade
March 1st & 3rd - Kindergarten

Ski Fridays at Ophir
January 21, 28
February 4, 11
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Noun: wild or rough terrain
adjacent to a developed area
Origin: shortened form of
“back 40 acres”

For the Big Sky Weekly, the Back 40 is a resource: a
place where we can delve into subjects and ask experts
to share their knowledge. Topics include regional
history, profiles of local artists and musicians, snow and
avalanche education, and how-to pieces for traditional
or outdoor skills.

The Wailin’ Jenny’s
On February 4th the Wailin’ Jenny’s will bring their
trio of angelic voices to the Ellen Theatre. It might
be tempting to assume the Jennys are a group of gals
covering Waylon Jennings tunes, but don’t show up
expecting to hear “Good Hearted Woman.” A country cover wouldn’t be completely out of character
for the group, but these women are all accomplished
songwriters and singers who blend their eclectic array of influences into a highly polished performance
of contemporary folk music.
The Wailin’ Jennys were founded by Canadian
multi-instrumentalists Nicky Mehta and Ruth
Moody in 2002. Vocalist Heather Masse joined the
group four years ago, and the trio will be accompanied on this tour by fiddle and mandolin player
Richard Moody. Last week I had a chance to speak
with Nicky Mehta to find out what we can expect
from their Montana appearance.

Q&A
You have a new record coming out on February
8th called Bright Morning Stars. What can your
fans expect from the new record, and is it a
departure from your previous albums?
It’s different in that it’s our first studio album with
Heather Masse. She’s been with us since 2006 and
she was on our live album. Heather brings a bit of
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jazz to the group. So there’s a bit of pop, a bit of
country, and a bit of celtic influence as well.
Your last album, Firecracker, occupied the number two spot on the Billboard Bluegrass charts,
in 2006. Was that surprising given the style of
music on the record?
It was a bit of a surprise. We’re not a bluegrass band,
but there’s definitely that flavor to what we do. At
the time there wasn’t a folk chart so we made it by
default. But we’re super happy to be on there.
How would you describe your music?
We’re a three-part harmony band that dabbles in
a whole bunch of folk/roots traditions. We’re all
songwriters, that’s how the band grew, and we represent each other equally on the album. There are
four songs from each of us, and then one traditional
a cappella song.
Is there a common thread in the subject matter
in your respective songwriting?
We tend to all like to focus on addressing getting
through tough circumstances, we write love songs,
we write about finding your place in the world and
looking to nature for that.
To what extent has your native province of
Manitoba influenced your songwriting?

By Yogesh Simpson

The Wailin’ Jennys play the Ellen
Theatre in Bozeman on Friday
February 4th at 7:30 pm.
Pretty profoundly actually. I use a lot of nature
imagery. It’s really influenced my writing in a lot of
ways, but mainly in the sense of being connected
to the elements and being at the mercy of winter.
Being in Montana you understand that. It’s very
grounding.
You’ve been playing folk music in the states
and Canada for over a decade. Do you find
any noticeable differences in the roots music
traditions or the way your music is received on
either side of the border?
The whole Americana tradition is very strong in the
states. In Canada we draw on smaller ethnic communities, but different cultures are also very celebrated
in Canada. The overall folk tradition in Canada is
not as longstanding, but there’s not a huge difference. What we do is very much accepted here.
Yogesh Simpson is a freelance writer, photographer
and graphic designer living in Bozeman. He also sings
lead vocals and plays rhythm guitar for the band Holler n’ Pine. yogesh@yogeshsimpson.com

