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Editor’s Letter

Summertime,
And the livin’ is easy
Fish are jumpin’
And the cotton is high
—George Gershwin

I

t’s five years after Hurricane Katrina, and now
the gulf region is suffering another catastrophe of epic proportions. We can all thank BP
for the shocking wake-up call.
Off the shores of Louisiana and neighboring states, the fish ain’t jumpin’. The livin’ ain’t
easy.
We often hear that Americans are addicted
to oil. Our country, which has less than 5 percent of the world’s population and about 2
percent of its fossil fuel reserves, consumes
approximately 25 percent of the world’s fuel.
Sounds like addiction, as well as greed, to me.
B.L.A.C. publishes a green issue because, if
we want a livable planet for our children and
the generations to come after them, our community can’t afford to stay oblivious to our local
or global environment. Yes, African Americans
have lots of other issues to deal with—educational crisis, the prison industrial complex, violence against women—the list could go on and
on. But if we can’t breathe the air, eat healthy
food and drink clean water, everything else
becomes a moot point.
So, welcome to our second annual green
issue. When you consider the harm being done
to the planet by human beings, which directly
or indirectly results in the harm of people, it
seems like once a year isn’t enough.
We don’t like just rehashing bad news at
B.L.A.C. We like sharing resources, offering
options, providing food for thought and suggesting solutions whenever possible. So, in
Discover (page 12), you’ll find out how to get
your car cleaned and have fabulous parties
in an environmentally conscious way. You will
learn how some African Americans are making
it easier for you to green your body in our feature story on vegetarians (page 28).
And in our cover story, you will hopefully
gain a deeper understanding of an essential
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element of life many of us take for granted:
water (page 24). It seems so simple. Turn on
the faucet and out it comes. But the cost and
quality of it, as well as having access to it, are
complex issues. Now’s the time to find out
what’s going on and how you can help maintain
healthy water sources for the long term. (I recommend visiting SEMCOG.org/OurstoProtect.
aspx for clear, comprehensive information on
conserving water.)
Can you believe the time has come for those
of you with children to gear up for the new
school year? You will also find in this issue our
bi-annual special section on education (page
31). We cover a diverse array of topics—news
students of all ages, and their parents, can use.
As always, I love hearing from you. Please
email me your thoughts on our articles and
images at lori@BLACdetroit.com. I’d especially
appreciate it if you would take our survey so
we can know more about what you want to see
between our covers. Just visit BLACdetroit.com
and click on the survey box on the right side of
the home page. Everyone who takes the survey
is automatically eligible to win a B.L.A.C. gift
pack. Who wouldn’t want to drink their favorite
beverage out of a sleek B.L.A.C. mug while
rocking a hot B.L.A.C. tee?
While enjoying the last full month of summer, let’s remember Haiti and the gulf coast.
Support however you can. And recognized how
blessed you are.
Go green,

Lori S. Robinson
Editor
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represent

Young Canadian Unity

Dayo Kefentse’s article [“Black in
Windsor”] is phenomenal. She really has a
gift for extracting candor out of people. But
there is just one thing that bugs me. What
none of us (people in our 30s and up) told
her is that young people of Underground
Railroad, African immigrant and Caribbean
immigrant backgrounds don’t seem to be
experiencing this phenomenon of separating
themselves from one another the way adults
do. I find that African-Canadian kids and
people in their 20s in Windsor and elsewhere
in Ontario have a much better sense of just
being part of the African Diaspora and are
friends with people of African descent from
all kinds of backgrounds and places.
In other words, the separation between
peoples of African descent in Canada is likely
to disappear within the next generation.
That didn’t necessarily come through in the
article, but I think it’s important to know.
Irene Moore Davis, M.A., B.Ed.
Manager, Continuing Education
St. Clair College, Windsor-Essex County

Blissful Bride

You [published] our photo in your magazine [“Wedded Bliss”]. Our photographers
were Bridgette and Greg Odum. Just wanted
to say thank you very much. My husband and
I are really excited. I used to see the wedding postings in Jet magazine and that was
one of my dreams—to one day be married
and have my picture posted as such. I just
want to thank you for being part of making
that dream come true. This has been a great
experience.
Yolanda Syrkett
8 B.L.A.C. • AUGUST 2010 • BLACdetroit.com
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Contributors

Tony Briscoe, one
of B.L.A.C.’s summer
interns, is a Michigan
State University junior.
From Southfield, he
is also interning for
the sports Web site
BleacherReport.com.
With a goal of becoming
a politics reporter, it’s no
surprise that he chose
to write about a political
issue for our education
section. “Michigan is behind the other 42 states
that already have anti-bullying legislation,” says
Briscoe about the bill addressing peer harassment
now being considered by the state legislature.
Desiree Cooper serves
as new media senior
analyst for City Connect
Detroit, a local nonprofit
organization. She wrote
this month’s cover story
about the conflict over
Detroit’s water supply
and the need for conservation. “One thing I’ve
learned is that there are
no real easy answers,”
says Cooper. “It is going to take a regional effort
for the Detroit metro area to have clean, accessible and affordable water.” Cooper’s short story,
“Night Coming,” was featured in the book “Best
African American Fiction 2010.”
Leah Johnson, another
B.L.A.C. intern, is a
senior at the University of
Michigan-Dearborn. This
fall, she will be the first
African-American editorin-chief of her campus’
student newspaper, The
Michigan Journal. In this
month’s education section,
she wrote about the commuter student experience.
“It doesn’t hinder you from enjoying college, you
just have to work a little harder to connect with people. It’s more than worth the effort,” Johnson says.
Kimberly Hayes Taylor
sheds light on African
Americans choosing to
go vegetarian. “I think it’s
exciting that people are
attuned to their health
and are choosing to lead
healthy lifestyles,” she
says. A former newspaper
reporter, Taylor discusses
health, self-esteem and
personal development
issues as a professional speaker around the country.
She frequently contributes to B.L.A.C.
10 B.L.A.C. • AUGUST 2010 • BLACdetroit.com

Editorial Advisory Board

Left to right: First row—Dr. Glenda Price,
Esperanza Malave Cintron;
Second row—Angela Lugo-Thomas, Lori S. Robinson,
Jacqueline Harrington-Howard; Third row—Mark Douglas,
Alicia Nails, Spencer Murray.
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discover

Squeaky Clean
and Green
By Leah Johnson

For Your Health’s Sake
After fasting during Lenten season in 2008
at the request of Triumph Church, Barbara
Hedgepeth was motivated to found an all-natural
gourmet foods company, For Goodness Sake. A
Detroit native and a Wayne County mental health
investigator, she developed a granola that her
family enjoyed, which led her to start her own
business.
“I think most people find our foods to be

Planet-Saving Parties
Car companies aren’t the only
businesses in Detroit focused on
going green.
Eco-Posh Events plans
weddings, birthdays, family
reunions and a variety of other
social events. Owner Erika
Piquant launched the business in
2008. She prioritizes arranging
social gatherings at an affordable
price as well as maintaining a
healthy environment.
“Our biggest thing we do
here is waste management,”
says Piquant, 28. “For example,
with our flowers, we compost all

surprisingly delicious, especially since we push the
health aspect of our products,” says Hedgepeth.
For Goodness Sake’s line of products includes
vegan banana nut bread, vegan cookies and
gourmet hummus. While Hedgepeth sells some
goods online, the bulk of her stock is sold at
farmers’ markets.

Making a green difference is
the main goal at Detail Xperts,
an eco-friendly auto detailing
company. Angela Williams
launched the business in 2002.
“Our sense of purpose [is
to develop] a viable business
opportunity that will create
more than 30,000 jobs in the
next five years,” says Williams.
Since 2008, the company
has awarded three franchise
units and plans to have 1,100
franchise units in the next five
years.
Unlike traditional auto
detailing services, Detail Xperts
uses less than a pint of water
to clean the exterior of a car,
cleaning up to 15 cars with only
2 gallons of water. Convenience
is a priority too. The company’s
technicians come to clients to
clean their cars.

313-623-2808, FGSake.com

877-317-9737, DetailXperts.net

By Leah Johnson

By Tony Briscoe

of the floral scraps. We recycle
all of the board and plastic that
comes with [them].” Eco-Posh
also uses biodegradable or
electronic invitations and gives
customers the option to choose
locally grown food.
Two years ago after her
daughter, Akira, was born, she
became inspired. Her child made
her feel change was necessary
to give future generations an
opportunity to live comfortably.
Piquant finds that some
people assume being
environmentally conscious means
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getting less than they want. “The
whole eco-conscious thing isn’t
everyone’s forte,” says Piquant.
“They associate eco-conscious
with meaning they have to do
without… What we’re here to
say is that you can have an
elaborate [event], vibrant colors
and still be eco-conscious.”
She hopes to open up an
Eco-Posh office in Ann Arbor
and in other cities.
2820 W. Maple Rd., Suite
210, Troy, 248-794-0254,
EcoPoshEvents.com
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Hot on the Shelf
Compiled by Leah Johnson

THEY CALLED
THEMSELVES THE
KKK: THE BIRTH
OF AN AMERICAN
TERRORIST
GROUP, by Susan
Campbell Bartoletti.
(Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, $19.79).
An award-winning
author unearthed
startling personal
accounts to reveal
the history of a racist, anti-Semitic, domestic
terrorist organization.
AFRICAN
WOMEN WRITING
RESISTANCE:
CONTEMPORARY
VOICES, edited by
Jennifer Browdy de
Hernandez, Pauline
Dongala, Omotayo
Jolaosho and Anne
Serafin. (University
of Wisconsin Press,
$26.95). Esteemed
activists Wangari Maathai and Nawal El
Saadawi are among the contributors to this
anthology of writing about a wide range of
issues faced by African women today.
TEMPTED BY
TROUBLE, by Eric
Jerome Dickey.
(Penguin Group,
$26.95). One of today’s
most popular Black
fiction writers has
produced a new work
about love, betrayal
and the lengths people
go to in order to survive in a ruthless world.

NOBODY TURN ME
AROUND: A PEOPLE’S
HISTORY OF THE
1963 MARCH ON
WASHINGTON, by
Charles Euchner.
(Beacon Press, $29.95).
An English professor and
author provides a dramatic, comprehensively
researched account of
the 1963 march on Washington—a demonstration that changed history.

ROOTED IN THE EARTH:
RECLAIMING THE
AFRICAN AMERICAN
ENVIRONMENTAL
HERITAGE, by Dianne D.
Glave. (Lawrence Hill Books,
$18.95). In a timely nonfiction work, the estranged
relationship between African
Americans and the outdoors,
and how it can be salvaged,
is explored.

WOMEN HAVE
ALL THE POWER:
TOO BAD THEY
DON’T KNOW
IT!, by Michael J.
Lockwood. (Berkley,
$14). This guide
was written to help
women succeed in
relationships while
maintaining their
personal standards,
by the husband of
retired professional
basketball star Lisa Leslie.

IN THE
SHADOW OF
FREEDOM:
A HEROIC
JOURNEY TO
LIBERATION,
MANHOOD,
AND
America
by Tchicaya
Missamou with
Travis Sentell.
(Atria Books,
$15). This
memoir details
the journey
of one man
from African child soldier to U.S. Marine and
American citizen.

DIFFERENT
DRUMMERS:
RHYTHM AND
RACE IN THE
AMERICAS, by
Martin Munro.
(University
of California
Press, $27.50).
Examining Black
music in the western hemisphere
since slavery, this
book makes clear
the essential role
it has played in culture, politics and social
change.

SUBSTITUTE
ME, by Lori
Thorps. (Atria
Books, $15).
With a Detroit
woman as the
main character, this novel
explores sexuality, race relations, marriage
and modernday child rearing.
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SOUND
By J. Nadir Omowale

Hard Rock
Reign
Detroit singer Steffanie
Christi’an is spreading the
gospel of rock ’n‘ roll.
Steffanie Christi’an is a
down sister who makes no
apologies for her love of hard
rock. With her new band
FluxPhonic, the Detroit native
aims to change people’s attitudes
about Black women and rock
’n‘ roll.
Black folks have a curious
relationship with rock music.
Despite the fact that the genre
was invented by brothers
like Chuck Berry and Little
Richard, revolutionized by
Jimi Hendrix and Sly Stone,
and advanced by a long list
of Black rockers from Living
Colour and Fishbone to Lenny
Kravitz and Prince, many
Blacks largely regard rock as
music exclusively by and for
Whites.
This makes Christi’an a rare
find indeed. Aside from Tina
Turner, pop rocker Res, and
Afro-Punk pioneers Tamar-Kali
and Imani Uzuri, there are few
examples of African-American
women who perform rock.

C

hristi’an’s husky,
soul-shouting
alto is an excellent
counterpoint to the
driving rhythms and
distorted guitar of
hard rock. It’s a voice
that wouldn’t be out
of place in a gospel
choir. Instead she is
lead vocalist of her
own alternative rock
band, and she sings
background vocals for
Detroit poet jessica
Care moore, as well
as Michigan-based,
southern rock band
Jocaine and 75 North.
“I’ve always
loved rock ’n‘ roll,”
Christi’an confesses. She was
raised hearing her mother,
Kathryn Beard, listen to artists
like Led Zeppelin, Fleetwood
Mac and Depeche Mode. Plus,
young Christi’an grew up as MTV
began to shape the American
cultural landscape. “It kind of
just wore off on me,” she says.
“It’s only natural for me to sing
rock ’n‘ roll.”
Christi’an has been singing
since she was very young. “My
grandfather had a guitar, and he
used to sing me these little songs
when I was a kid,” Christi’an
remembers. “We made up songs
about anything—stoplights,
teddy bears, oatmeal, Cream of
Wheat—it didn’t matter, we could
make up a song about it.”
When Beard realized little
Christi’an could really sing, she
took her to church and put her in
a choir, but that didn’t last long.
“I loved to sing, but I didn’t like
going to church,” Christi’an says.
At age 8, she joined a girl
group called The Honeys.
Conceived in the late ’80s as
a female version of Michael
Bivens’ protégés Another Bad
Creation, the young quintet
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made two music videos and
appeared on WGPR-TV’s “The
New Dance Show.”
After leaving The Honeys,
Christi’an sang in school choirs
and performed in African drum
and dance groups at Aisha
Shule-W.E.B. DuBois Preparatory
Academy. She also began writing her own songs. By age
15, Christi’an’s songwriting so
impressed Stephen Finfer of
Famous Music Publishing that he
began to coach her as an artist.
Finfer connected Christi’an
with collaborators like producer
Emanuel Kiriakou, whose recent
clients include “American Idol”
contestants Clay Aiken, Jordin
Sparks, David Archuleta and
Taylor Hicks. At 18, she signed
a publishing deal with Famous
Music and moved to New York
to start working on a solo project.
But Finfer quit Famous, and
her project stalled. “My producer started working with Joey
McIntyre of New Kids on the
Block, so my music was kind of
put on the back burner,” says
Christi’an.
After three years in New York,

she returned to
Detroit and began
working with late
hip hop legend
Proof, who hired
her to sing on
several recording
sessions and counseled her on the
business of music.
Soon, she began
touring as a backup
singer for Jocaine
and 75 North. With
Jocaine, Christi’an
has opened for acts
like Uncle Kracker,
Sugar Ray, Tantric
and country legend
David Allen Coe.
How does the die-hard country rock audience react to seeing
a Black female vocalist? “I’m not
going to lie to you. Jocaine’s
fans love me! I have a bunch
of loyal fans who also come to
my band’s shows.” Christi’an
launched her current band with
longtime collaborator, guitarist
Russ Dobson.
In addition to being a rock
singer, Christi’an is the wife of
Anthony Mosley, the mother of
their 18-month-old son Christian,
and a sociology major at Wayne
State University.
So as a sociologist, what does
Christi’an think about attitudes
toward African Americans, especially Black women, in rock?
“I think rock ’n‘ roll has this
image of … a White boy with
long, stringy hair and mosh pits
and all that,” she says. “And that
is a part of rock ’n‘ roll. But there
are so many other facets. I want
to give a new face to rock ’n‘
roll. That’s my goal.”
J. NADIR OMOWALE
(DistortedSoul.com) IS A MUSICIAN
AND FREELANCE WRITER BASED IN
DETROIT.
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Prosper
By Sheena Harrison

College Prep
for Parents
In order to help soften the
blow of higher education
expenses, small savings steps
can get parents on track to cover
college costs.
The costs associated with
attending college are rising every
year. Parents who hope to pay
for their child’s future college
education should start saving
early, says expert Trina Shanks.
That will allow your money
to earn compound interest, and
give your child more options
upon graduating from high
school. Shanks offers some basic
tips for parents who want to be
prepared for college expenses.

Resources
College Savings Plan Network
CollegeSavings.org
MasterCard Rebate Program
FutureTrust.com
Michigan Education
Savings Program
MiSaves.com
Michigan Education Trust
TrustSetWithMet.com
Michigan’s Advisor
Sold 529 Plan
Mi529Advisor.com

I

f you have young children in your home, it
may seem a bit early to
begin planning for college. But according to
Trina Shanks, an assistant
professor at the University
of Michigan School of
Social Work, it is never too
soon to start socking away
money for their education.
Shanks says parents
have the best chance of
creating a sizable college
fund by saving small amounts
of money as early as possible—
ideally as soon as your child is
born.
“If people are just hoping they’ll have a little extra
money for college, that typically
doesn’t work,” says Shanks, the
co-principal of SEED (Saving
for Education, Entrepreneurship
and Down Payments) Impact
Assessment, an initiative that
assesses the effect of saving.
The project is currently studying
the impact of offering 529 college education plans to Pontiac
families in Head Start, a federal
program that prepares lowincome children for school.
Saving early for college can
be crucial to help offset your
child’s tuition costs, which
Shanks says are rising at an
average rate of about 2 to 3
percent annually. For the 20092010 school year, college students paid on average $7,020
to attend a public four-year
university and $26,273 to attend
a private four-year school,
according to the College Board,
a nonprofit dedicated to helping students graduate from
college. “If things continue as
they have been, over time that
will be a significant amount,”
Shanks said.
Shanks also encourages parents to discuss education and
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career options with their young
children. “It shows your child
that you’re concerned about
them and their future,” Shanks
says. “Rather than spending
your energy on something else,
you’re investing in them. Ideally,
you’ll spend some time thinking
about it with them and talking
about what it means to go to
college.” That can help children
as young as elementary school
age become excited about higher education and determined to
prepare for it.
While the cost of college
may appear daunting, Shanks
says there is financial aid available that can make those costs
more affordable. “Only the very
wealthy would be expected to
pay all of it themselves. With
federal programs and with
school-based need, hopefully
everyone can afford college
without getting ridiculously in
debt.”
State savings plans include
529 plans, in which parents can
save pre-tax dollars for higher
education expenses, and prepaid college savings plans, in
which parents can lock in today’s
tuition rates and save money
toward those expenses. Shanks
says parents should talk with
their financial advisor to determine a savings plan that fits
their child’s age and educational
aspirations.
In addition to state savings

plans, President Obama has
pushed for increased federal
financial aid. For instance, the
maximum amount for federal Pell
Grants has been increased to
$5,550 for the 2010-2011 school
year, up from $5,350 last year.
The government also launched
the Iraq and Afghanistan Service
Grant program on July 1, available to dependents of those
who served as active duty military in those countries.
While financial assistance
can help pay for college, it
is still wise to save early and
consistently. Parents can start
with amounts as small as $20 a
month, investing it in an interestbearing account. “It’s amazing
how quickly it can grow,” Shanks
says. “But if you don’t save anything, you won’t have anything.”
What if your child is older and
you haven’t yet begun saving
for college? Shanks says there’s
no time like the present to start
putting money away—even a
small amount can help pay for
college expenses such as books
and meals.
Says Shanks, “You shouldn’t
let money be what keeps you
from going to college.”
SHEENA HARRISON IS A METRO
DETROIT-BASED JOURNALIST.
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Wedded Bliss

Erica Parks & Spencer Murray

Newlyweds’ home: Detroit
Wedding: Home of officiating minister Rev. Shaheerah Stephens
Reception: Home of bride’s parents in Conyers, Ga.
Photographer: Shalonda Jackson
Erica, the founder and owner of Breakthrough Innovations, is a life coach. Spencer
is a Detroit Public Schools educator and personal development consultant. Together
they lead relationship workshops. The Murrays spent their honeymoon in sunny
Puerto Rico.

Aarica Redmond & Rashad Howze

Newlyweds’ home: Memphis, Tenn.
Wedding and reception: First Congregational Church of Detroit
First dance: “Lady in My Life” by Michael Jackson
Photographer: Chris Lee, HolyMoLeePhoto.com
While pursuing a master’s degree in student education and leadership, Rashad works
as an assistant area coordinator for University of Memphis Student Residence Life.
Aarica is working on a master’s degree in public policy administration, also at the
University of Memphis. The Howzes chose Aruba as their honeymoon destination.

Erica Bree deBardeleben-Phillips &
Jonathan Edwards

Newlyweds’ home: Silver Spring, Md.
Wedding and reception: Ann Arbor City Club
First dance: “A Day to God is a Thousand Years” by The Rza
Photographer: Tafari Stevenson-Howard, PhotographyByTafari.com
Erica is the director of Sasha Bruce Youthwork’s Youth-Led leadership development program. Jonathan is an artist and a therapist at Essential Therapeutic
Perspectives. The Edwards honeymooned in Mexico’s romantic Riviera Maya.

Candice Renae Green &
Hersheal Tyrone Thomas Jr.

Newlyweds’ home: Detroit
Wedding: Triumphant Life Christian Church in Highland Park
Reception: Warren Valley Golf and Banquet Center in Dearborn Heights
First dance: “I Found Love” by BeBe and CeCe Winans
Photographer: Marcus Ingram Photography, MarcusIngram.com
Candice is a training and development specialist for Comcast Spotlight. Hersheal is
the sole proprietor of Thomas Electrical LLC. The couple traveled to Punta Cana in
the Dominican Republic for their honeymoon.

B.L.A.C. wants to help celebrate your nuptials. If you’ve gotten married recently and would like to be considered for
our monthly matrimony page, email a few of your best wedding photos to lori@BLACdetroit.com. Put “WEDDING”
in the subject line. Be sure to include your phone number. B.L.A.C. reserves the right to publish or omit photos.
BLACdetroit.com • AUGUST 2010 • B.L.A.C. 19
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Hometown Hero
By Alicia Nails

A Cowboy for
Kids
A former postal worker has
dedicated his retirement to
exposing urban children to the
legacy of Black heroes of the
West and South.

Local Heroes

™

Bank of America’s signature
philanthropy program, the
Neighborhood Excellence Initiative,
recognizes, nurtures and rewards
nonprofit organizations, local heroes
and student leaders working to
improve their communities.
Because every neighborhood
has its heroes – whether they are
advocates for affordable housing;
mentors working with at-risk students;
volunteers assisting the homeless or
business leaders leading the charge
for local education reform – Bank of
America created the Local Heroes™
award to honor these role models
and their efforts to improve our
communities. Winning Local Hero
applicants are able to direct a $5,000
grant donation from the Bank of
America Charitable Foundation to an

Cornelius Brown is preserving
the dream of the late Dr. Odell
Nails, a retired superintendent of
Pontiac Public Schools.
Nails was Cowboy Brown’s
brother-in-law. And my dad.
My father purchased 13.5
acres of land in Davisburg,
Mich., in 1990 and established
the Double OO Ranch. He
tussled with township zoning
to establish an educational
program.
In January 1993, while
preparing to ride in President
Clinton’s inaugural parade, my
father was killed in a tractor
accident. The Double OO
Riders led a riderless horse
down Pennsylvania Avenue in
his honor. My Uncle Cornelius
revised his plan to return
from Michigan to his native
Mississippi. He and his wife
Elaine Brown live on the ranch
he now owns. Thanks to him,
the Day at the Ranch program
lives on.

eligible nonprofit of their choice and
are recognized at a public ceremony
celebrating their achievements.
To learn more about Bank of
America’s Local Heroes™ initiative,
visit www.bankofamerica.com/
neighborhoodexcellence.
Sponsored by:

How did you become a modern-day northern cowboy?
I grew up around horses in
Mississippi and Odell had too,
in Oklahoma. I’d retired from
the postal service, as an area
manger. So when Odell retired
in 1987, we started fooling
with horses again. We’d drive
all around Michigan and Ohio
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getting horses, and even in
Oklahoma. We brought them
back in a two-horse trailer. We
were just enjoying retirement.
How many horses are boarded
there?
This is a small, family operation. I own five horses and our
four boarders have seven. Most
boarders come out a few days
a week to groom and ride their
horses, and they’re all members of the Double OO Riders
Association.
What is the Day at the Ranch
program?
From April through June,
school groups from kindergarten
to fifth grade come out. We
teach them about the Old West
and fill in the missing chapter on
the Black cowboy, telling them
about heroes like Bill Pickett,
Stagecoach Mary Fields and Nat
Love.
Then we teach them the parts
of the saddle and how to mount
a horse. Each child is led around
the arena on a horse by a trainer.
Then we serve chow, a grilled
hot dog lunch. The children
get a hayride on a wagon, see
the museum with photos of the
heroes they learned about and
the portrait of Odell. We ask
them questions and they get a
bandana for right answers.
Do today’s children relate to
the stories of the Old West
and to cowboy ethics?
They sure do. They learn to

respect others and respect the
animals on the ranch. They learn
discipline, to sit up and line up
straight and proud. They learn
fairness. They learn independence. I don’t allow parents or
teachers to lift them onto the
wagon. They have to accomplish
that themselves.
How do you know the experience is valuable to the children
who visit?
I can see it in their faces. Their
demeanor is altogether different
by the time they leave. They get
to be children here. We have
basketball, volleyball and soccer.
After the planned activities, the
children get to run all around the
ranch. You’d be surprised how
much they enjoy that freedom,
to just run and play. I’ve had kids
come up to me and ask, “Can
you be my dad?” or “Can I stay
here with you?”
Do groups other than schools
come to the ranch?
The Double OO Ranch isn’t
open to the public. We only
have the educational program
for school groups and a few
groups of supporters who hold
private fundraisers here to support the Day at the Ranch. This
ranch is for the Double OO family and for the school children,
who are family to us.
ALICIA NAILS IS THE DIRECTOR
OF THE JOURNALISM INSTITUTE
FOR MEDIA DIVERSITY AT WAYNE
STATE UNIVERSITY.
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SEEN

1881 Scholarship Society Summer Cocktail Soiree
The Detroit Chapter of the National Alumnae Association of Spelman College hosted an event at The Whitney to raise funds for competitive scholarships granted to Spelman students from Michigan.
Photos by Tafari Stevenson-Howard, PhotographyByTafari.com

Wanda Reid, Wilson Robert Thornton
and Marsha Bishop

Sonji Revis, Darlene Jackson
and John Revis

Lois Griffin, Pauline Givens,
Jamille Jackson and Janet Sangster

Tiffany Jackson, Heather McCowan,
Lori Robinson and Alicia Lane

Cheryl Moore and Jamille Jackson

Patricia Blackwell and Brandy Lincoln

ArtSeen: Through African Eyes
The Founders Junior Council of the Detroit Institute of Arts held a fundraiser on site to support the museum’s exhibits and programs, and
to engage a new generation of art lovers.
Photos by Bobby Johnson, DetroitFashionPages.com

City Councilwoman Saunteel Jenkins

City Council President Charles Pugh

Jennifer Ellis and LaVentra Danquah

Denise and Conrad Mallett
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H2O
We’ve Gotta Have It
By Desiree Cooper

Water surrounds most of Michigan, but its seeming
abundance belies the complex and costly issues
that make this most precious resource one
Detroiters can’t afford to neglect or ignore.

F

ishermen patiently casting for bass
in the Detroit River. A group of boys
drinking thirstily from a garden hose
after a basketball game. Families on the
beach at Belle Isle. Cold water spewing
from a fire hydrant during a neighborhood
block party.
These are all familiar sights around
the city, especially in the summer. But
Detroiters may not be doing enough to
make sure future generations can enjoy
abundant, clean, affordable water.
Perhaps Detroiters should be forgiven for
taking water for granted. After all, according to the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation, the Lansing-based partnership
between local communities and the state,
Michigan has 36,000 miles of rivers and
streams, more than 11,000 inland lakes and
ranks third nationally in coastline.
But just because it is plentiful doesn’t
mean that Detroit isn’t facing a number
of critical issues regarding water—issues

that if left unaddressed are likely to profoundly affect the quality of life in Southeast
Michigan.

A valuable commodity
You can’t say “water” in Detroit without
thinking about the regional tug-of-war over
control of one of the city’s crown jewels,
the nonprofit Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department (DWSD). DWSD pumps water
from the Detroit River to its 4 million customers through more than 3,000 miles of
water mains beneath the city—enough to
stretch from New York to Los Angeles.
More than three-fourths of DWSD’s customers live outside Detroit. Calls for regional management of the system have met with
staunch resistance from Detroiters, including
those on the People’s Water Board, a community coalition formed to address issues
like water shut-offs, privatization and public
education about water conservation.
“Detroit gets the negative press when we

BLACdetroit.com • AUGUST 2010 • B.L.A.C. 25

H2O
sell water wholesale and the suburban localities mark it up,” says Lila Cabbil, a People’s
Water Board member. “Our water system
is already regionalized—we sell it freely to
other municipalities. Why do they have a
problem with it being seated in Detroit?”
Some argue that regional cooperation has
become imperative. Southeast Michigan’s
dwindling population means fewer customers
to pay for the aging system, which is in need
of a $20 billion upgrade, according to the
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments,
a membership organization of local governments. Water may be plentiful, but the
question of affordability enables the historic
battle over regional control to continue to
rage.

Water as a human right
If you’re lucky, you’ve never lived in a
home without running water. Not so for tens
of thousands of Detroit residents whose
water is cut off every year, according to
Maureen Taylor, state chair of the Michigan
Welfare Rights Organization, a human rights
union of welfare recipients and the disenfranchised.
“A major question facing Detroit is whether residents have a right to water even if they
can’t pay for it?” says Taylor. “I would argue
that the government needs to find a way to
make water available to everyone.”
With high unemployment and record
home foreclosures, water cutoffs are common, she says. “I have been in neighborhoods where one family on the block still has
water, and other families are running hoses
through the windows,” says Taylor. “People

26 B.L.A.C. • AUGUST 2010 • BLACdetroit.com

...a leaky showerhead
can waste more than 500
gallons of water a year.
are filling buckets from the Detroit River, and
boiling it for drinking or ‘sailor showers’ in
the sink. It’s like living on ‘Little House on the
Prairie.’”
Not only that, she argues, but social
services has removed children from some
homes because there is no running water.
“How can we allow shut-offs knowing the
profound effect that they can have on a person’s life?” asks Taylor.
“Water is a human right; I can’t disagree
with that,” says Pam Turner, retiring DWSD
director. “But it costs money to treat water.
If you think about it, the water bill is typically
the lowest utility bill—even lower than most
cell phone bills.”
Turner urges Detroit residents who are
having problems paying their bill to enroll in
the Detroit Department of Human Services’
Detroit Residential Assistance Plan, a water
affordability plan. “One of our biggest issues
is people walking away from foreclosed
homes and leaving behind a big water bill,”
she said. “Those are often costs we can’t
reclaim. If you contact us, we can help.”

Solutions on tap
DWSD must charge for the actual costs
of treating and delivering water. As Detroit
loses population, which means losing water

customers, the department is stuck with an
infrastructure that’s crumbling and not getting any smaller. It costs just as much to
pump one gallon of water as it does 1,000.
“A neighborhood like Rosedale Park may
be vibrant for the next 100 years,” says
James Ridgway, the executive director for
the Alliance of Rouge Communities, and former assistant director at DWSD. “But there’s
a lot of pipe between DWSD and Rosedale.
If very few houses are left in between, do we
maintain the whole line? And what about in
communities where there’s only one house
on a block?”
“What we have to do is change the
paradigm,” says Gil Pezza, director of
the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation’s Water Technology Initiative.
“We have to find more cost effective ways of
reducing water loss and saving money.”
MEDC is piloting a project in Detroit to
address the estimated 9 percent of drinking
water that leaves the plant but never makes
it to your kitchen faucet because of leaky
pipes. (That level of leakage, by the way,
is much lower than the 15 percent national
average, says Turner.) By adjusting water
pressure and strategically replacing only certain pipes, systems can increase their overall
effectiveness and spend less money, according to Pezza.

For assistance with a water bill, contact the
Detroit Department of Human Services at one
of these locations:

A flood of challenges
Sewer overflows pose another danger to
the rivers where Detroiters like to fish and
swim. The Detroit water system combines
waste water and storm water. A heavy rain
can flood the system, sloshing raw sewage
directly into rivers and lakes. According to
Turner, DWSD has spent well over $1 billion
in the past 15 years to reduce the amount
of untreated sewage that would go into the
Detroit and Rouge Rivers. DWSD is advocating green solutions to the problem of storm
water run-off.
That’s something the Detroit community
can embrace, says Melissa Damaschke, an
organizer for Sierra Club, the nation’s oldest
and largest grassroots environmental organization. “Rain barrels, rain gardens, green
roofs—these are all things that can slow
down water so that it never goes down the
drains,” she says. “Our research shows that

green solutions are cheaper to maintain than
pipes, and can last longer. They also beautify
communities. A Chicago study even said that
crime rates started to decline when the city
added more green spaces.”
In fact, active community engagement can
make a profound impact on the long-term
use and conservation of water. According
to DWSD, a leaky showerhead can waste
more than 500 gallons of water a year. Even
a seemingly insignificant faucet leak of 60
drops a minute can waste 192 gallons per
month. The biggest culprit is a toilet that
runs constantly—it can waste 200 gallons of
water every day.
Effective water management needs to
happen not only as a matter of policy. Often
when deciding to become more environmentally conscious, people think about recycling,
driving a more fuel-efficient car or carrying
reusable bags to the grocery store. Learning
to maintain healthy water sources and con-

18100 Meyers Rd., 313-887-6656
7737 Kercheval St., 313-852-4786
7131 Westfield Ave., 313-887-6687
5031 Grandy St., 313-852-5634
13303 E. McNichols Rd., 313-628-0775

serve water are equally important steps any
citizen of planet Earth can take.
“In general, Blacks in Detroit are not
policy-minded around water,” People’s Water
Board member Cabbil says. “From a cultural
perspective, we have not engaged in advocacy around conservation, stewardship and
recreational access to water. As a community,
it’s time for us to do some serious problem
solving around the common good.”
DESIREE COOPER IS A FREELANCE WRITER
AND CO-AUTHOR OF THE BOOK “OTHER
PEOPLE’S SKIN.”
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Author and restauranteur
LaKeta McCauley

Vegetarian

Voyage

Devoted to saving the environment and healing
people’s bodies, a growing movement of local
African Americans is helping Detroiters journey
into a new lifestyle—meat-free. By Kimberly Hayes Taylor

Vegetarian Terms

C

Vegan: A vegetarian that does not

eleste Ivey of Southfield says she
knows too much about how meatbased diets wreak havoc on the
planet to ignore it. She believes
eating animals is not only unhealthy, causing
African Americans to have disproportionate
rates of heart disease, obesity and diabetes;
it also pollutes the earth, air and water in
ways that may be irreversible. In good ecological conscience, she became a vegan in
1989.
Today she’s the owner of Patisserie Ci
Vegan Bakery, which offers vegan cookies,
muffins, cakes and pies, distributed to area
grocery stores and medical centers, and provided for catered events.
When West Bloomfield resident LaKeta
McCauley was diagnosed with breast cancer
in 2004, she opted for a raw foods diet over
chemotherapy to battle the disease. In the
process, her cancer cells vanished—and so
did 50 unwanted pounds.
McCauley will soon hold the grand opening of The Raw Food Café Organic Cuisine
and Juice Bar in Midtown Detroit, where
she’ll serve fresh juices, sandwiches, burgers,
pasta dishes and desserts. She will also provide food preparation classes, health coach
training and weight management programs.
Patisserie Ci and Raw Food Café are part
of a growing movement of metro Detroit
African Americans choosing vegetarian lifestyles for health, environmental and ethical
reasons. In addition to new and expanding
businesses that support plant-based diets, a
plethora of cooking classes, workshops and

trips are available to help those on a healthy
lifestyle journey.

T

hough the number of Black vegetarians in Detroit hasn’t been
calculated, a 2006 national study
conducted by the Baltimorebased Vegetarian Resource Group, reported
that between 1.5 million and 3 million
African Americans are vegetarian. Racial data
wasn’t collected in the 2009 study, but John
Cunningham, the organization’s consumer
research manager, estimates that 3 percent
of African Americans are vegetarian. That’s
the same percentage as other Americans
who do not consume any meat, fowl or fish.
According to Washington, D.C.-based
vegan Tracye McQuirter, the vegetarian
movement is at a tipping point. She predicts
that meat-based diets will eventually be like
cigarette smoking: frowned upon and highly
discouraged.
Animal production for human consumption is a major cause of several environmental issues including global warming, air
and water pollution and land erosion, and
it accounts for at least 18 percent of greenhouse gas emissions, according to a 2006
United Nations report. The author of “By Any
Greens Necessary: A Revolutionary Guide
for Black Women Who Want to Eat Great,
Get Healthy, Lose Weight, and Look Phat”
(Chicago Review Press, $14.95), McQuirter
says she’s concerned this damage may be
irreversible.

Vegetarianism: The practice of
not eating meat, poultry, fish or their byproducts, with or without the use of dairy
products or eggs.

consume animal flesh or animal by-products such as dairy and honey.

Ovo-Lacto Vegetarian

:A
vegetarian that consumes eggs and
dairy products. This is the most common
form of vegetarianism in many western
countries.

Lacto Vegetarian

: A vegetarian
that does not eat eggs, but does consume dairy products.

Pescetarian

: Similar to vegetarian,
but consumes fish.
Source: International Vegetarian Union

“We are pioneers in this movement,”
she adds. “The green movement has been
around for a while, but the media is making
it more popular. They are focused on food,
where your food comes from, organic food.
The link between food and disease is better
understood now. We now know that most
chronic disease we die from—cancer, diabetes and heart disease—are food related.”
Although she ate no fowl or fish before
her breast cancer diagnosis, McCauley saw
so many benefits from eating raw—such as
a noticeable increase in energy, thicker and
faster growing hair and radiant, younger
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looking skin—she became an advocate by
teaching cooking classes and selling gourmet raw meals to go. She also wrote and
published the book, “Taking Every Bite
Seriously” ($30, Thirst for Righteousness)
to educate readers on natural healing with
food. Raw Food Café is just the latest step
on her quest to promote the dietary habits
that changed her life.
“People who want to eat healthy don’t
want to sacrifice taste and convenience,”
says McCauley. “On a Saturday night, I want
to be able to grab a raw or vegan pizza. I
want options so I can maintain my health. If I
want those options, other people do too.”
Just as Ivey’s motivation for adopting a form of vegetarianism differed from
McCauley’s, so did her incentive to become
an entrepreneur. Ivey was inspired by her
own unquenchable desire for sweets and
unwillingness to give up the decadence of
rich desserts. In December, her baked goods
won each category of a blind taste test competition against the vegan pastries of local,
regional and national companies at Whole
Foods Market in Troy.
Ivey and McCauley aren’t the only local
Black-owned businesses supporting vegetarian lifestyles.
Packed with organic fruits, vegetables,
beverages and other foods, Midtown’s
Goodwells Natural Food Market has become
so popular that it expanded into the vacant
space next door earlier this year. Well known
for its carry-out pita sandwiches packed with
spinach, bean sprouts, tomatoes, tofu and a
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Goodwells co-owner Paul Willis

special sauce, the minigrocery store also offers
homemade vegetarian
chili and an assortment of
fresh soups.
Co-owner Paul Willis,
a vegetarian for 24 years,
says he and his partners wanted to provide
Detroiters with healthy
options in a vibrant
atmosphere when they
opened in July 2006.
“With so many more
people becoming health
conscious and trying to
change the way they eat,
we wanted to support
that,” he says.
Thelma Raziya Curtis
became a vegetarian in 1987 shortly after
her only son’s shooting death. She sought
healing she couldn’t find alone. So she
formed a support group to help herself, a
friend with cancer and another woman with
a sleeping disorder. Together, they ate and
cooked vegetarian foods, overcame their
health issues and the group grew. She now
eats mostly raw vegan food and helps others convert to a raw diet.
In addition to the support group, Curtis
runs a co-op offering members a chance to
prepare and share raw meals for $48 annually. The group sells takeout meals for $10,
and a variety of green drinks and carrot juice
blends. She also helps organize a bus trip to
the Toronto Vegetarian Association Annual
Food Festival each September.
Even with support, it can still be difficult
for some people to try new foods despite
the physical damage their eating habits are
causing.
“I continue to have crushed lentil and
split pea soups, brown rice, couscous,” she
says. “People who are transitioning from
meat and the standard American diet can
transition into raw foods by having a few
vegan and vegetarian menu items to choose
from. I am gentle with people who come to
me. I don’t say cooked food is bad food. I’m
sensitive that you have to crawl before you
walk.”
KIMBERLY HAYES TAYLOR IS A DETROITBASED, NATIONAL AWARD-WINNING WRITER
AND PROFESSIONAL SPEAKER.

Bakery
Patisserie Ci Vegan Pastries
248-497-7919, CiVeganPastries.com

Classes, Coaching & Services
Thelma Raziya Curtis: healthy lifestyle
coaching, vegan food preparation, raw food
cleanses and meals
313-806-7819, rawfoodscleanse@yahoo.com
Natural Healing Institute: vegan cooking
classes, healthy lifestyle workshops and
other support services
248-862-2740,
TheNaturalHealingInstitute.com
Great Joy Health Ministries: vegan cooking
classes, shopping trips and other services
313-533-4989,
Melinda@greatjoyhealthministries.com
Tabia Coulibaly: raw food chef and coach,
cooking demonstrations and classes
313-478-5942

Restaurants & Grocers
The Raw Café Organic Cuisine and Juice
Bar, 4160 Woodward Ave., Detroit
248-790-6111, TheRawCafe.com
Goodwells Natural Foods Market, 418 W.
Willis St., Detroit
313-831-2130
Kim’s Produce, 4206 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit
313-831-1960, KimsProduce.com.

Trips
VegMichigan’s eighth annual Veg Getaway,
Aug. 13-15
877-778-3464, VegMichigan.org.
Toronto Vegetarian Association Annual Food
Fair, Sept. 11-12
313-433-5676, 313-505-8278,
h2oEssenceOfLife@yahoo.com

Special Report

Education 2010

PAGE

31

Special Report

Education 2010

32 B.L.A.C. • AUGUST 2010 • BLACdetroit.com

Special Report

Education 2010

BLACdetroit.com • AUGUST 2010 • B.L.A.C. 33

Special Report

Education 2010

Physical Education Crisis

By Tony Briscoe

Education

Briefs

A

ccording to the National Association for
Sports and Physical Education (NASPE), a
Virginia-based nonprofit membership organization of physical education professionals, 61
percent of physical education teachers reported having
an annual budget of less than $1,000. And the median
yearly funding for entire physical education programs
was $460 for elementary schools, $900 for middle
schools and $1,370 for high schools.
NASPE President Lynn Couturier believes there is
a significant relationship between limited finances for
physical education programs and the appalling health
condition of students in the United States. Evidence also
suggests there is a relationship between physical education, healthy nutrition and academic success.
“If you’re in a physical education class, you should be
getting all the basic skills you need…to be recreationally
34 B.L.A.C. • AUGUST 2010 • BLACdetroit.com

competent,” says Couturier. “So if you’re not getting
those basic skills, it doesn’t mean that you won’t ever do
them, but it’s less likely that you’ll be physically active.”
Being physically inactive is a key contributor to cardiovascular disease—the primary cause of death in the
United States—and to childhood obesity. The Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) reports that 17 percent of
Americans from age 2 to 19 are obese, and 80 percent
of overweight individuals ages 10 to 15 would become
obese by age 25. Also according to the CDC, 44 percent of the overall Black population is obese.
Detroit was named by Men’s Fitness magazine as the
fattest city in America in 2004, and has remained in the
top 25 every year since the magazine first started publishing the rankings. Last year, Detroit ranked 13th.
Alvin Ward, the director of the Office of Health,
Physical Education and Safety for Detroit Public Schools,
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2010 Seminars and Tours: Sept. 24 & Oct. 22, 9:30a.m.
Call 248-539-1666 or email, admissions@steppingstoneschool.org

Enrolling Day School
& After school
programs
See our website
for details.

STEPPINGSTONE SCHOOL FOR GIFTED • 30250 Grand River Farmington Hills, MI 48336 • www.steppingstoneschool.org
Steppingstone does not discriminate based on race, color, creed, gender, religion, or national or ethnic origin.

Physical Education Crisis
thinks many students’ health issues are a
direct result of slashing investments in physical education programs and personnel.
“Right here in Michigan, there’s a high
percentage of obese youngsters and obese
adults, and it’s directly related to the lack of
physical education activities and lack of funding,” says Ward. “We know when funding
has been cut, the first programs to go are
some of your extracurricular activities and
PE.”
One school in metro Detroit has achieved
great success in fighting childhood obesity.
In June, Martin Luther King Jr. Academy in
Mt. Clemens was one of 179 schools nationwide recognized for creating a healthier
environment. The elementary school was
selected for this honor by the Alliance for
a Healthier Generation—an initiative of
the William J. Clinton Foundation and the
American Heart Association—dedicated to
reducing childhood obesity.
King Academy swapped sugary breakfast
items with healthier alternatives and added
more whole grains to meals. The school has
also instituted the Trouble Free Playground
program to ensure that students have an
active, fun recess. Since introducing these
modifications five years ago, students’ reading and math scores on state tests have
increased dramatically, reports the Alliance
for a Healthier Generation.
According to Ward, DPS is working to
combat childhood obesity by creating
healthier school lunch menus and by making sure healthier items are sold in vending
machines. Still, he believes learning to live
healthy starts at home.
“A healthy lifestyle, attitude and habits are
formed early, just like parents feeding their
children more vegetables and fruits,” says
Ward. “If you start that early, it will create
that type of attitude or habits that will carry
on later on in life.”

Alliance for a Healthier Generation offers nocost assistance through its Healthy Schools
Program for parents and staff who want to
make school environments healthier.
888-KID-HLTH, HealthierGeneration.org
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Commuters
Can Thrive
on Campus
By Leah Johnson

W

hen high school students think
about college, it’s common for
them to focus on the new academic challenges, friendships
and romantic relationships they will experience. Many with higher education aspirations
also look forward to dorm life. But not everyone who goes to college can live on campus.
“Living on campus is a privilege, but great
experiences come from being a commuter
student, too,” says Garth Howard, director
of student life at Marygrove College. “It may
require more effort on the part of commuter
students, but they still get to meet people
from all walks of life and build lasting relationships with people [from] the inner city
and out of state.”
According to Laura J. Horn and
Jennifer Berktold, the authors of “Profile
of Undergraduates in U.S. Postsecondary
Education Institutions,” 86 percent of undergraduates are commuter students. Some
may worry that they won’t feel integrated
into their campus community. But living off
campus doesn’t have to limit a student’s participation.
“I used to live on campus, but I decided
to commute mainly for financial reasons,”
says Wayne State University senior Megan
Slaith. “Now that I commute, I’ve made more
friends and learned to flock to other students
who are looking for something to do before
class starts again.”
Getting involved is the solution to feeling
a part of campus life. Bulletin boards or the
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campus’ Web page are good places to look
when seeking ways to assimilate into the new
environment of a university. Find student
organizations related to your hobbies or
interests. For example, students who enjoy
writing can consider joining the school newspaper or poetry club. Those who like politics
could become active in student government.
“Students need to get involved because
of social integration,” says Howard. “It’s
important to have a good educational experience, but they also need a social experience.”
It’s not simply a matter of finding friends
to party with. “When I was on campus,
I participated in Volunteer Dearborn,
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship and Golden
Key International Society,” says University
of Michigan-Dearborn alumna Alexandria
Haynes. “Life after college is about who
you know, and all my contacts at school
have helped me as a young professional.”
Haynes, who graduated in May, now works
in the volunteer services department of
AmeriCorps VISTA, an anti-poverty national
service program.
Whether or not you live on campus, the
college experience is what you make it. With
a strong commitment to learning and attending out-of-class lectures, performances, organization meetings and social activities, commuter students can have as much fun and
become just as prepared for post-college life
as those who reside in dorms.
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Literacy Lifeline

By Lori S. Robinson and Shená Penn
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D

etroiter Nakia Perkins, 24, has always
dreamed of going to fashion design
school. But she faces a major obstacle.
She’s functionally illiterate.
“It’s kind of hard for me to talk about it. I can read
OK,” says Perkins. “But I don’t understand what I’m
reading.”
She is not alone. Nearly half—47 percent—of
metro Detroiters are functionally illiterate, according to two comprehensive assessments, the National
Adult Literacy Survey and National Assessment of
Adult Literacy.
“There is nothing like no comprehension of the
rules of a society in which you live because of poor
reading skills,” says Daphne Ntiri, director of the
Detroit Literacy Coalition, a nonprofit founded in
1986. “The damage is reversible, but if left unattended, can be detrimental to life.”
September is National Literacy Month, and several
local literacy programs are preparing to raise awareness and money for their cause next month. More
importantly, many individuals and organizations in
metro Detroit are working hard to eradicate literacy—
all year long.
Detroit’s illiteracy rate is not the highest in the
country, but it comes close. “Unfortunately, it is sad to
say that the numbers are staggering. And though the
rates in Detroit are lower than say Miami or Gary, Ind.,
we are in the lower tier,” Ntiri says.
In her opinion, local government has not adequately addressed the problem: “In cities like Boston and
more educationally progressive cities, the coalition
would naturally have been a line item on the city’s
budget. And God knows we tried to get the attention
and support of the city, but in vain.” So the group has
progressed without city backing.
Detroit Literacy Coalition trains up to 400 tutors a

Resources
Pro-Literacy Detroit, 313-872-7720, ProLiteracyDetroit.org
Josie Odum Morris Literacy Project, 734-620-1335,
Detroit Literacy Coalition, 313-577-7683, DetroitLiteracy.org
Detroit Rotary Club, 313-438-2355, DetroitRotary.org
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year and teaches reading skills to more than 500
adults annually. “The complexity of the new workplace illiteracy, the urban educational deficits resulting
from years of inequality based on class, race and gender segmentation, and the inadequacy of community
resources and training demand our immediate attention,” says Ntiri, also an Africana Studies professor
at Wayne State University. “With the mortgage crisis
and the increasing rates of poverty resulting from
the decline in the manufacturing automotive sector, I
would imagine that adult illiteracy may be propelled
to higher levels.”
Still, having led the coalition since the early 1990s,
she now has a reason to be optimistic. “Today, there
is active civic engagement with the subject of adult
illiteracy in Detroit,” she says. “I see literacy as the
new cause celebre with the intense engagement of
community.”
Robin Morris is a perfect example. Seven years
ago, she was asked to tutor a fellow church member.
As a result, she was inspired to found the Josie Odum
Morris Literacy Project (JOMLP), named after her
educator grandmother, in 2007. Based in Inkster, the
organization serves as many as 150 families per year.
With three tutoring sites, says Morris, “The Josie
Odum Morris Literacy Project works comprehensively
within the community—that is, with families, government, school districts, congregations, businesses
and health care organizations—to make one-on-one
literacy services accessible to Inkster families. Our
approach is intergenerational.”
JOMLP takes time to assess families’ needs on a
case-by-case basis in order to create the most effective learning plan possible. The organization also distributes free books to children and invites them and
their parents to a community center for snacks and
story time. And it engages community partners like
libraries and churches to recruit tutors. “By mobilizing
the entire community to tackle the issue, we are able
to effectively achieve greater outcomes,” she says.
In response to the shrinking pool of manufacturing
jobs, Michigan is providing job training programs to
help workers prepare for new professions. But weak
reading and writing skills are preventing many from
advancing, says Margaret Williamson, director of
Pro-Literacy Detroit, a nonprofit organization that has
promoted adult literacy for a quarter century.
“We’re in an economy that requires people to have
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greater skills than a high school diploma.
Automotive companies provided jobs where
you could have a lower education level and
didn’t have to graduate from high school,”
says Williamson. “People who can’t read
at a sixth-grade level don’t qualify for GED
programs.”
Pro-Literacy Detroit has served 650 people
this year. Williamson, a Rotary Club member,
says that several local Rotary Clubs are focusing on literacy as their main project for three
years with various goals including tutoring
3,000 people.
For National Literacy Month, Morris’ organization is hosting its first Literacy Day Rally
on Sept. 18. JOMLP will encourage people
to sign up for tutoring and other services.
“Many times people won’t put themselves
out there, but afterwards when they’re home
by themselves they’ll call,” says Morris.
On Aug. 18, Ntiri’s Detroit Literacy
Coalition is partnering with other organizations to raise money with a Literacy Walk
along the Detroit River. Also to raise funds,
according to Development Director Jennifer
Karteczka, “For National Literacy Month,
Detroit Literacy Coalition will be holding a
Scavenger Hunt, strolling dinner and readings from local celebrities on Sept. 24.”
Detroit’s nonprofit literacy organizations
have changed the lives of thousands of
people like Perkins. Her immediate goal is to
graduate from Pro-Literacy Detroit, and then
obtain her GED. She was referred to ProLiteracy Detroit after being told she had to
improve her reading comprehension before
she could get into a GED program.
Perkins was a Joy Middle School eighth
grader when she dropped out. Years later,
after trying to improve her reading skills
through other programs, she enrolled in ProLiteracy Detroit’s program in January. Perkins
advanced from a fourth grade reading level
to a sixth grade level in six months.
“My mom told me not to give up on my
life,” she says.
And the many people committed to ending illiteracy in Detroit aren’t giving up either.
According to Ntiri, it will take “the concerted
effort of all the powers that be—schools,
institutions of higher learning, churches,
support of corporations and foundations to
provide funding for our work.”
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Internet Access
in Timbuktu
By Tony Briscoe
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uring the 15th and 16th centuries,
Timbuktu—believed to be the site of
the world’s first university—was a great
African city in what is present day Mali.
It served as a meeting place for different peoples
and an education hub.
Sean Johnson had the same ideas in mind when
he created the Timbuktu Internet Cafe.
Located in Great Lakes Crossing mall, Johnson’s
cafe is a high-tech recreational center for video
game enthusiasts and scholars alike. Johnson wanted his business to be a great place for high school
students and young adults to have fun, as well as
an affordable place to access education. “We’re
providing Internet connectivity. The first step is getting past that lack of access,” says Johnson. “Now
the next step we need to focus on is education.”
Johnson, 37, came up with the idea in 1999
when he was University of Michigan law student. That’s when he learned about the disturbing Internet access disparity between African
Americans and Whites. He opened Timbuktu nine
years later.
While the digital divide continues to exist, the
use of the Internet has increased significantly
among all racial groups since 2000, according to
a report published earlier this year by the Joint
Center for Political and Economic Studies, a
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Washington, D.C.-based think tank. Still, people of
color lag behind Whites.
As of 2009, 69 percent of African Americans and
59 percent of Latinos access the Internet on a regular basis, compared to 79 percent of Whites. The
study also shows that Blacks and Latinos are more
likely to rely on public access to the Internet in
locations such as libraries, schools and community
centers, than Whites.
Timbuktu Internet Cafe hosts classes for students
from several school districts, including Detroit
Public Schools, teaching them to become computer savvy. Students are awarded with free store credit for outstanding academic achievement. Johnson
hopes to open four more locations in the region.
4536 Baldwin Rd., Auburn Hills, 248-481-7221,
Timbuktu-Cafe.com
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Bullies Be Gone
By Tony Briscoe
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M

ichigan remains one of only eight
states in this country that does
not have a law against bullying in
schools, despite research that shows
harassment from peers can hinder a student’s
education.
“There are studies out that show that at least
one-third of students have been bullied, and that
affects a student’s ability to learn,” says State
Rep. Pam Byrnes (D-Lyndon Township), the prime
sponsor of the Michigan anti-bullying bill. “It
affects performance. It affects attendance. And
we know it has led to students taking their lives.”
Byrnes has been fighting for mandated punishment for bullying in Michigan since 2007 when
the tragic story of East Lansing student Matt
Epling stunned the state. Epling took his own
life after being harassed as a prank for incoming
freshman his last day of eighth grade.
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In response to this heart-wrenching
incident, Byrnes proposed anti-bullying
legislation called Matt’s Safe School Law in
2007, which called for Michigan schools to
designate specific reprimands for students
accused of bullying. However, the bill was
voted down by the Republican-controlled
Michigan Senate after passing through the
House. Byrnes says the conservative opposition to the bill stemmed from their opinion
that it could result in homosexual students
being treated better than their peers, since
sexual preference is a main pretext for bullying and was specified in the bill.
Byrnes reintroduced the anti-bullying bill
into the House in 2009, where it passed
again with minor changes. Specific characteristics that often result in students being
the target of bullying, such as sexual orientation, weight, race and religion, were
mentioned in the first bill, but have been
removed in the new version. The bill rests
in the majority conservative Senate for a
second time and could be voted on as early
as this month.
James Hearn, principal of Detroit Public
Schools’ Marcus Garvey Academy, thinks
this bill needs to be passed for the well
being of students. He says although DPS
already has anti-bullying codes that can
result in suspension or expulsion, passing
this bill could strengthen the enforcement
of these policies.
Still, Hearn believes that passing the
anti-bullying bill would only be a first step
toward increasing awareness on the issue of
bullying in Michigan.
“The students have the right to come
to school without being harassed,” says
Hearn, who has served as principal of the
combined elementary and middle school
for five years. “Bottom line, [bullying] has a
profound effect on the kids psychologically
and emotionally.”

Save the Date
Nov.

30

Metro Parent will host an anti-bullying workshop on Nov. 30. Visit the
Events section of MetroParent.com
for more info.
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BARBADIAN BEAUTY. R&B
sensation Rihanna brings
her “Last Girl on Earth Tour
with Ke$ha” to Detroit.
7:30 p.m. Aug. 22. $. DTE
Energy Music Theatre, 7774
Sashabaw Rd., Clarkston.
Ticketmaster.com.

To list an event in Access Detroit, send
facts and photos two months prior to
calendar@BLACdetroit.com. You can
also fax information to 248-399-3970 or
mail it to Metro Parent Publishing Group,
B.L.A.C. Calendar, 22041 Woodward
Ave., Ferndale, MI 48220. Submissions
may be edited or omitted.
Be sure to call before attending events in
case of changes. For an expanded version of the calendar, visit B.L.A.C. online
at BLACdetroit.com.
$ = Fee or Admission Charge
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Woodward Dream Cruise. The
world’s largest one-day celebration of car
culture attracts more than 1 million visitors and over 40,000 muscle cars, street
rods, collector’s vehicles and more. 9
a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday. Free. Eight host cities along Woodward Avenue, starting at
Ferndale and ending in Pontiac. 248-5470951 or www.woodwarddreamcruise.com

Music
BELLE ISLE JAZZ. Sunday evenings, the
Jazz on the Beach series is sizzling on Belle
Isle. 6-8 p.m. Aug. 1, 8, 15 and 22. Belle Isle
Bathhouse. 313-628-2081.
WHEN THERE’S A WILL. Few voices are
as sultry as that of Will Downing. 7:30
p.m. Aug. 4. $. Chene Park Amphitheatre,
2600 Atwater St., Detroit. 313-393-0292 or
CheneParkDetroit.com.
BUDDING ARTISTS. Come to the Carr
Center for the graduation performance
of the Arts League of Michigan Jazz
Ensemble—students who participated in a
Jazz Boot Camp earlier this summer. 5:30
p.m. Aug. 6. Free. 311 E. Grand River Ave.,
Detroit. 313- 965-8430 or ArtsLeague.com.
GREENER PASTURES. Friday Night Live
presents Greensky Bluegrass, one of the
most exciting bands in today’s music scene.
Winners of the 2006 Telluride Bluegrass
Festival Band Competition, Michigan’s own
Greensky Bluegrass is earning recognition
nationwide as a growing force in acoustic
roots music. 7 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Aug.
6. Free with museum admission. Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit. 313-833-7900 or DIA.org.
NO DIGGITY. Party with supergroups of
the ’90s Blackstreet and Bell Biv DeVoe. 8
p.m. Aug. 6. $. Chene Park Amphitheatre,
2600 Atwater St., Detroit. 313-393-0292 or
CheneParkDetroit.com.
BAD BADU. Erykah Badu’s “Out of My Mind,
Just in Time” Tour is coming to Detroit. Hear
tunes from her latest album “New Amerykah,
Pt. 2: Return of the Ankh.” 8 p.m. Aug. 12. $.
Chene Park Amphitheatre, 2600 Atwater St.,
Detroit. 313-393-0292 or CheneParkDetroit.
com.

SOUNDS FROM SYRIA. Detroit native
Gaida performs music steeped in the tradition of her Syrian heritage, as well as her
eclectic worldview. 7 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
Aug. 13. Free with museum admission.
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward
Ave., Detroit. 313-833-7900 or DIA.org.
PIANO PERFECTION. The last of this
year’s Java & Jazz series at the Detroit
Public Library main branch features Johnny
O’Neal, who played Toledo jazz artist Art
Tatum in the movie “Ray.” 6 p.m. Aug. 17.
Free. 5201 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 313481-1300 or Detroit.lib.mi.us.
WATERMELON MAN. Living jazz legend Herbie Hancock will perform songs
from his new album “The Imagine
Project.” 8 p.m. Aug. 18. $. Chene Park
Amphitheatre, 2600 Atwater St., Detroit.
313-393-0292 or CheneParkDetroit.com.
JAZZY SWING. Treat yourself to the
delightful sounds of Wendell Harrison and
the Detroit Swing Ensemble. Reservations
suggested. 6:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m. Aug.
18-21. $. Dirty Dog Jazz Café, 97
Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms. 313882-5299.

RICK ROSS. Rock Bottom Presents: Rick
Ross, Plies and Fabolous. The three come
together in a one-time, hot performance. 8
p.m. Aug. 20. $. Chene Park Amphitheatre,
2600 Atwater St., Detroit. 313-393-0292 or
CheneParkDetroit.com.
HOT SUMMER NIGHTS. The second annual
Hot Summer Nights Music Festival will blend
the styles of jazz, hip hop, soul, rock, spoken
word and blues. This unique mix of music
represents the culture of our communities.
2 p.m. Aug. 21. Free. Focus: HOPE, 1355
Oakman Blvd., Detroit. 313-598-0404 or
GeneralPopulation.org.
OLD SCHOOL JAZZ. Check out the music
at the country’s oldest jazz club. The
Tricia Moore Quartet is just one of the
groups performing in August at Baker’s
Keyboard Lounge. 9 p.m. Aug. 27. $. 20510
Livernois Ave., Detroit. 313-345-6300 or
BakersKeyboardLounge.com.
TECHNO PARTY. Time for the rewind-repeatreplay as the Carr Center welcomes the techno culture back for another visit. Hear the
music that took the world by storm and has
earned Detroit ongoing music respect. 5:30
p.m. Aug. 27. Free. 311 E. Grand River Ave.,
Detroit. 313-965-8430 or ArtsLeague.com.
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SHEARD SHINE. Kierra Sheard
Presents: Bold! Right! Life!
Experience 2010 for young adults
to experience and embrace
God’s power. BoldRightLife is a
nonprofit youth organization that
helps young people identify and
nurture their goals, talents and
gifts through the power of God.
Times vary. Aug. 11-14. $. Greater
Emmanuel Institutional Church
of God in Christ, 19190 Schaefer
Hwy., Detroit. BoldRightLife.com.

HOME & HOME TOUR. It’s a night with
Jay-Z and Eminem. Need we say more? 7:30
p.m. Sept. 2 & 3. $. Comerica Park, 2100
Woodward Ave., Detroit. 313-962-4000 or
Ticketmaster.com.

Comedy
LAUGH-A-PALOOZA. Enjoy a night with
eight of the funniest comics on metro
Detroit’s comedy scene at the Meadow
Brook Music Festival. 8 p.m. Aug. 27. $.
Oakland University, 3554 Walton Blvd.,
Rochester Hills. Ticketmaster.com.

Theater
TWISTED LOVE TRIANGLE. Back for the
fourth year, Vanessa Lynn’s stage play
“Unequally Yoked” is coming to Detroit for
one show, which will be taped live. It will
keep you guessing until the very end. 6 p.m.
Aug. 8. $. Wayne State Community Arts
Auditorium, 450 Reuther Mall, Detroit. 206600-6288 or GospelPlay.net.

Museums and Galleries
THROUGH AFRICAN EYES. Don’t miss the
final days of the exhibition “Through African
Eyes: The European in African Art, 1500 to
Present.” This exhibition explores the artistic expressions produced as a result of the
interactions between Africans and Europeans
over 500 years. Guided tours available
Wednesdays through Sundays. Times vary.
Through Aug. 8. $. Detroit Institute of Arts,
5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 313-833-7900
or DIA.org.
Photo by Shawn Lee, ShawnLeeStudios.com

ARISE JAZZ. The James Tatum
Trio Plus will perform Tatum’s
composition “The Great Detroit
Renaissance” during the
fourth annual ARISE Detroit!
Neighborhoods Day. The concert
will also feature soloist Jeanetta
Carr and the United Voices of
Detroit Vocal Ensemble. 6:30 p.m.
Aug. 7. Hart Plaza, Woodward
Ave. and Jefferson Ave., Detroit.
313-921-1955 or AriseDetroit.org.

FIGURATIVE ART. The Birmingham
Bloomfield Art Center, a nonprofit organization that promotes the visual arts, features
an exhibition of figurative works by Todd
Burroughs, Armin Mersmann and Mario
Moore. Times vary. Through Aug. 13. Free.
1516 S. Cranbrook Rd., Birmingham. 248644-0866 or BBArtCenter.org.
A NEW IMAGE. The Carr Center presents
the opening of the “Through the Eye of
the Camera” photography exhibition. To
counter the negative image of Detroit that
has become the brunt of far too many
jokes, the exhibition will feature the opposite—positive Detroit images. Attend the
free opening reception, 6 p.m., Aug. 13, to
meet the photographers. Times vary. Aug.
4-31. Free. 311 E. Grand River Ave., Detroit.
313-965-8430 or ArtsLeague.com.

Literature

COFFEE’S ARABIC ORIGINS. “From
Mocha to Latte: Coffee, the Arab World
and the $4 Cup” traces coffee culture
to its origins in the Arab world. Enjoy
free coffee and learn about this amazing
brew. Times vary. Through Aug. 15. Free
with museum admission. Arab American
National Museum in the Lower Level
Gallery, 13624 Michigan Ave., Dearborn.
313-582-2266 or ArabAmericanMuseum.
org/FromMochaToLatte.
KING OF POP. The Motown Museum is
honoring the late, great Michael Jackson
with a new Jackson 5 exhibit covering
the years 1968 to 1975. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Monday-Saturday through Sept. 30. $. 2648
W. Grand Blvd., Detroit. 313-875-2266.

LITERARY PURSUITS. The Carr Center will
kick off the Springfed Arts In The Park. All
writers, poets and authors are welcome to
participate in these open, interactive sessions. Noon to 1:30 p.m. Every Wednesday
through Aug. 25. Free. Paradise Valley Park
across the street from the Carr Center, 311 E.
Grand River Ave., Detroit. 313- 965-8430 or
ArtsLeague.com.

READ IN THE PARK. As The Page Turns
Bookstore invites everyone to be entertained, educated and entangled in fun
this summer. Every Wednesday, a different author will read from his or her book.
11:30 p.m.-noon. Kellogg Park, Plymouth.
12:15 p.m.-1 p.m. Freedom Park, Canton.
Aug. 4, 11, 18, & 25. Free. 734-664-8690 or
AsThePageTurns.biz.

SCARAB POETRY. Springfed Arts will host a
poetry reading featuring the organization’s
2010 Literary Contest Award Winners. 7 p.m.
Aug. 9. Scarab Club, 217 Farnsworth St.,
Detroit. Springfed.org.
WRITERS UNITE. Authors and poets alike are

invited to the first Idlewild Writers and Poets
Conference and Retreat hosted by Aquarius
Press and Broadside Press. Workshops,
speakers, a book fair and panels will be
held throughout this creative weekend.
Times vary. Aug. 12-14. $. Osceola Grand,
940 W. Seventh St., Evart. 877-979-3639 or
IdlewildConference.Homestead.com.

Spiritual Renewal
YOU ARE THE GIFT. Join the Helping
Individuals Succeed (H.I.S.) Agency at
Renaissance High School in Detroit for the
third annual You Are The Gift Conference.
This two-day event will motivate young ladies
ages 11-16 to take steps towards developing
healthy lifestyles by being spiritually, financially and physically fit. 9 a.m. Aug. 6-7. Free.
6565 W. Outer Dr., Detroit. 313-522-2503 or
HisAgency.org.
MIND & BODY. Find your inner source of
healing at Activating The Divine Healer
Within, an all-day physical and mental wellness event coordinated by the Carr Center
and the SereNgeti Gallery. 9 a.m. Aug. 7.
Free. Paradise Valley Park across the street
from the Carr Center, 311 E. Grand River Ave.,
Detroit. 313-965-8430 or ArtsLeague.com.
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PRAISE HIM. Breaking of the Day Ministry
in conjunction with the Black Shopping
Channel: Moving Forward, Giving Back presents the Summer Gospel Explosion Concert.
This televised event will feature acclaimed
recording artist Shirley Murdock. Plus,
special guests Marvin Winans Jr., M3nistry,
Sean Hardin and 21:03. 7:30 p.m. Aug. 7.
$. Fellowship Chapel, 7707 W. Outer Dr.,
Detroit. 313-255-4300 or 734-444-8642.

SOUL MEN. Ladies, prepare
to swoon. The Budweiser
Superfest will feature soul
crooners Anthony Hamilton,
Kem, Jaheim and Raheem
Devaughn. 7 p.m. Aug.
28. $. Fox Theatre, 2211
Woodward Ave., Detroit.
Ticketmaster.com.

Youth & Family
PIG PUPPETS. Puppeteer Paul Mesner
adapts Alexander Wolf’s “The True Story of
the Three Little Pigs” into a puppet show.
Learn what really happened to those three
little houses made of straw, sticks and bricks
and the pigs that lived in them. 2 p.m. Aug.
1. Free with museum admission. Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit. 313-833-7900 or DIA.org.
LITTLE BIRDIES. Boys and girls ages 7 to
17 can sign up for First Tee of Detroit golf
instruction. Students learn putting, chipping, pitching and the full swing, in
addition to rules, safety and etiquette, in three-day workshops.
Lessons will be given at Huron
Meadows, Metro Beach,
Stony Creek and Wolcott Mill
Metroparks. Times vary. Aug.
3-5, 10-12. 248-545-4929 or
TheFirstTeeMichigan.org.
ARISE DETROIT! The
fourth annual ARISE Detroit!
Neighborhoods Day continues
to increase unity in the community. The goal is to improve the
quality of life by celebrating
neighborhood pride and
spirit, and forging new
relationships in events
across the city. Times and
locations vary. Aug. 7.
Free. 313-921-1955 or
AriseDetroit.org.
PUPPET PASSION.
Enjoy a puppet performance of “Sleeping
Beauty” and learn
the skill of puppetry. 2 p.m. and

Photo by Glenn Triest, TriestPhotographic.com

4 p.m. Aug. 7 and 14. $. PuppetART, 25 E.
Grand River Ave., Detroit. 313-961-7777 or
PuppetArt.org.
TRUCK POWER. Kids and adults can ride
in monster trucks, as well as see radio-controlled car demonstrations. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Aug. 8. $. Willow Metropark, 17845 Savage
Rd., Belleville. 800-477-3182 or 734-6979181.
DESIGN STARS. For youth and adults who
want to learn to sew and design cloths,
Detroit Fashion Team is offering a variety
of classes including pattern drafting, tailoring, fashion illustration and more. Times
vary. New session begins Aug. 9. $. 28820
Southfield Rd., Suite 220, Lathrup Village.
248-327-7603.
ROYAL FUN. The Charter Township of Royal
Oak is hosting its fifth annual Family Fun Day.
The event will feature myriad activities and
performances, including a dunk tank, a train
ride, pony rides and face painting. 1-6 p.m.
Aug. 14. Free. Mack-Rowe Park, between
Reimanville Ave. and Bethlawn Blvd.,
Ferndale. 248-547-0900.
HEALTH FIRST. Eta Iota Omega Chapter of
AKA Sorority Inc. will host its second annual
health fair. Activities include health screenings, panel discussions on mental health and
health counseling services. Clowns, balloon
artistry and other entertainment will be available for the whole family. 10 a.m. Aug. 14.
Free. Booker Dozier Recreation Complex,
2025 Middlebelt Rd., Inkster. 313-361-3406.
FUN FEST. The Wayne County Department
of Public Health’s Annual Health and Safety
Fun Fest will offer bicycle, book bag and
school supply giveaways for children, a
farmers’ market, school vaccinations, lead
testing and more. Also available will be free
HIV testing, blood pressure screenings and
immunizations. 10 a.m. Aug. 19. Free. The
grounds of the Wayne County Department of

Public Health, 33030 Van Born Rd., Wayne.
734-727-7000.
AFTER-SCHOOL OPTIONS. Detroit Public
Schools and The Youth Connection host the
ninth annual After-School Back-to-School Fair
so children and parents can choose extracurricular activities for the new school year.
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Aug. 21. Belle Isle. 313-8267099 or TheYouthConnection.org.
AUSTRALIAN WIGGLES. The Fab Four
from Down Under are back with the Wiggly
Circus Live! Tour. Join The Wiggles, Captain
Feathersword, Dorothy the Dinosaur, Henry
the Octopus, Wags the Dog and all the
Wiggly Dancers for an afternoon of fun. 2:30
p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Aug. 27. $. The Palace
of Auburn Hills, 6 Championship Dr., Auburn
Hills. Ticketmaster.com.
WITH STRINGS ATTACHED. Puppeteer
Peggy Melchoir presents “Comedy Cabaret
on Strings,” a comedic variety show with
trick marionettes, hand and rod puppets, a
question-and-answer session and more. 2
p.m. Aug. 29. Free with museum admission.
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward
Ave., Detroit. 313-833-7900 or DIA.org.

Film
FUTURE FILMMAKERS. The Mitten Movie
Project is proud to announce the first annual
Future Filmmakers Night, which will showcase local short films by area students. 7:30
p.m. Aug. 3. $. Landmark Main Art Theatre,
118 N. Main St., Royal Oak. MySpace.com/
MittenMovieProject.
CEDDO. This epic political thriller is about
the kidnapping of a beautiful princess. It’s
one of Senegalese filmmaker Ousmane
Sembène’s most ambitious. In Wolof with
English subtitles. 4 p.m. Aug. 7. Free with
museum admission. Detroit Institute of Arts,
5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 313-833-7900
or DIA.org.
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KING LOUIS. A silent film honoring the
unforgettable master of the trumpet, Louis
Armstrong, is coming to Detroit with live
musical accompaniment by Wynton Marsalis,
Cecile Licad and a 10-piece jazz ensemble.
8 p.m. Aug. 26. $. Max M. Fisher Music
Center, 3711 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 313576-5111 or DetroitSymphony.com.

Foundation’s A Taste of AKA: A Classy,
White AKAsion. It will feature dishes prepared by 50 of Detroit’s top chefs. This
tasting will raise money for the foundation’s scholarship fund. 7 p.m. Aug. 28. $.
Virgil H. Carr Cultural Arts Center, 311 E.
Grand River Ave., Detroit. 734-634-3151 or
ArtsLeague.com.		

MOOLAADE. Director Ousmane Sembène’s
final film tells the story of one woman’s resistance to the traditional practice of female
genital mutilation. It offers a rich portrait of
a modern African village torn between spirit
worship, Islam and free-market globalization.
In Jula and French with English subtitles. 4
p.m. Aug. 14. Free with museum admission.
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward
Ave., Detroit. 313-833-7900 or DIA.org.

Fundraisers
END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN. Join
Transition 1.2.3., a Christian-based nonprofit,
at their third annual Speak Not Beat Walk-AThon to eradicate domestic and sexual violence. Free T-shirts and other giveaways will
be provided. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.
The walk begins at 9 a.m. Aug. 14. $. Hart
Plaza, Woodward and Jefferson avenues,
Detroit. 313-285-4546 or Transition123Inc.
org.
BOWLING VS. WALKING. Want to get
involved with a nonprofit, but would prefer
to play games versus walking in the heat?
Join the Lupus Alliance of America at the
Strikeout Lupus Bowling Fundraiser. The
cost of admission includes two games, pizza,
drinks and bowling shoes. 7 p.m. Aug. 14. $.
Plum Hollow Lanes, 21900 W. Nine Mile Rd.,
Southfield. 313-477-0836 or 800-705-6677.
COLLEGE BOUND. The Michigan office
of UNCF will host its 22nd annual 5K Walk
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for Education at the Detroit Riverfront
Conservancy. Members of the community
are invited to participate and help UNCF
raise $200,000. Registration begins at 8
a.m. The walk begins at 9 a.m. Aug. 21.
$. Rivard Plaza, 100 Renaissance Center,
Detroit. Give.UNCF.org/DetroitWalk.
RONALD McDONALD HOUSE. Enjoy a
relaxing evening sailing on the Detroit
Princess to raise funds for the organization
famous for giving sick children and their
families a place to stay while getting medical treatment. 6-10 p.m. Aug. 27. $. Detroit
River. 313-745-5911 or RMHC-Detroit.org.
WALKING FOR AWARENESS. The Lupus
Alliance of America invites members of the
community to their Royal Oak Township
Lupus Awareness Walk. Walk one mile
to help those suffering from lupus. Sign
up begins at 9:30 a.m. The walk begins
at 10 a.m. Aug. 28. $. Mack-Rowe Park,
Groveview Ave. and Bethlawn Blvd.,
Ferndale. 800-705-6677.
LUNCH FOR SCHOLARS. Pershing High
School Alumni Association hosts their 20th
annual scholarship luncheon. Come support Detroit’s future leaders. 11 a.m. Aug.
28. $. Sinbad’s Restaurant, 100 St. Clair St.,
Detroit. 313-368-463 or PershingAlumni.
ning.com.
DETROIT’S FINEST DISHES. Treat your
taste buds at the Lambda Pi Omega

PARTNERS GOLF CLASSIC. Join the
Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute
for its 17th annual Partners Golf Classic. It
will include a competitive golf scramble,
lunch, refreshments and awards dinner.
Registration begins at 11 a.m. Tee time is at
1:30 p.m. Aug. 30. $. Franklin Hills Country
Club, 31675 Inkster Rd., Franklin. 313-5768106 or Karmanos.org/Partners.

Dance
HEIDELBERG FESTIVAL. The Heidelberg
Project is hosting the Dancin‘ On The Street
festival to celebrate Detroit’s diversity in
dance and music. Noon-8 p.m. Aug. 14.
The Heidelberg Project, 3600 block of
Heidelberg St., Detroit. Heidelberg.org.
TAP OFF. The third annual Motor City
Tap Fest returns to downtown Detroit.
Experience four days of master classes, a
faculty concert, a participants’ showcase, a
panel discussion and more. Times vary. Aug.
19-22. $. Wayne State University, Old Main
Building, 4841 Cass Ave., Detroit. 917-6874811 or MotorCityTapFest.com.
EN POINTE. The Stars of Russian Ballet
Gala will be a performance to remember.
It will include the debut of Ballet Russe
Detroit, a new professional ballet company
serving southeast Michigan. This performance will be followed by an elegant dinner reception with the dancers. 6 p.m. Aug.
28. $. Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre, 911 N.
University Ave., Ann Arbor. 248-982-7882
or RussianClassicalBallet.com.

SOULFUL SONGSTRESS. The eight-time
Grammy winner Anita Baker performs
live. 8 p.m. Aug. 28. $. DTE Energy Music
Theatre, 7774 Sashabaw Rd., Clarkston.
Ticketmaster.com.

313-833-4249 or DIA.org.
FULL PALETTE. Learn to paint with pastel,
watercolor and acrylic paints on paper and
canvas. 1:30 p.m. Aug. 14. $. Detroit Institute
of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 313833-4249 or DIA.org.
LIVING WITH LUPUS. The Downtown
Lupus Support Group invites those coping with lupus to meet and fellowship with
others with the same condition. The event
will be moderated by clinical psychologist
Yvonne Taylor-York. Noon. Aug. 19. Free.
The Hannan House, 4750 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit. 800-705-6677.

Learn & Grow
DIY PLANTERS. Learn to design and create
a unique planter using coils of clay. Projects
will be fired and ready for pickup at a later
date. 9:30 a.m. Aug. 5. $. Detroit Institute of
Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 313-8334249 or DIA.org.
BEYOND THE PINCH POT. Explore form,
surface and texture while creating a pot.
Decorate with color using underglazes.
Artwork will be fired for pickup at a later
date. 1:30 p.m. Aug. 5. $. Detroit Institute of
Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 313-8334249 or DIA.org.
GIRLFRIENDS ONLY. The Girlfriend GetA-Way will be hosted by personal and
professional coach Marlena Daniel. Women
can come together to network, socialize,
drink champagne and enjoy insightful discussions that may improve their quality of
life. Aug. 7. 4:30-7 p.m. $. Book Cadillac
Hotel, 1114 Washington Blvd., Detroit.

313-442-1600, 888-458-7995, ext. 201 or
TheGirlfriendGetAWay.eventbrite.com.
JET SET. The Jet Set Travel and Social Club
brings people together for both local events
and local, national and international travel.
Attend the organization’s fall open house to
get an overview of membership and upcoming events. 4 p.m. Aug. 7. Free. Traffic Jam
& Snug Restaurant, 511 W. Canfield St.,
Detroit. JetSetCentral.com.
HOT STORIES. The Moth StorySLAM presents 10 people who will get five minutes
each to tell a story about heat. This open
mic event sponsored by WDET 101.9 FM,
Detroit’s National Public Radio affiliate. 6:30
p.m. Aug. 8. $. Cliff Bell’s, 2030 Park Ave.,
Detroit. WDET.org.
SCRATCHING THE SURFACE. Be inspired by
the DIA’s print collection and practice simple
printmaking methods, such as block printing,
mono-printing and relief printing. 9:30 a.m.
Aug. 14. $. 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit.

BLACK HISTORY. Stewart McMillin has been
conducting a Black history tour of Detroit for
more than 40 years. The former social studies teacher will lead another, giving people
an opportunity to learn more about African
Americans of the past. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Aug.
19. Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church,
8625 E. Jefferson Ave., Detroit. 313-9221990 or McMillinTours.com.
AFRICAN WORLD FESTIVAL. The Charles H.
Wright Museum of African American History
presents the 2010 African World Festival on
Detroit’s beautiful riverfront. Don’t miss the
sights, sounds, smells and textures of African
and African-American culture and music.
Headliners include legendary reggae ambassadors Third World and native son K’Jon.
Times vary. Aug. 20-22. Free. Hart Plaza,
Woodward Ave. and Jefferson Ave., Detroit .
313-494-5844 or AfricanWorldDetroit.com.
SAFE SCHOOLS. The S.I.S.T.E.R.S. nonprofit
is hosting its third annual Pink and Gray
dinner with the theme “Taking Back Our
Schools: A Forum on Stopping the Violence.”
Participants will receive free school supplies.
3 p.m. Aug. 21. Free. Fellowship Chapel,
7707 W. Outer Dr., Detroit. 313-995-6732.
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D LIFE

native
By Jacqueline C. Brooks

Helping Africa
Rise
Inspired to dismantle global
poverty as a youth in Detroit, an
economist now leads an organization well positioned to support
Africa’s quest to reach its fullest
potential.
Detroit is the hometown of
arguably one of the most brilliant economic minds of our
time. Dr. Darius Mans has been
instrumental in restructuring
and rebuilding the economies of
60 countries. For 25 years he
worked at the World Bank, a
multilateral financial institution
based in Washington, D.C.,
where he became the highestranking African American.
Mans became president of
Africare, one of the most important U.S.-based nongovernmental organizations specializing
in humanitarian assistance and
development aid to Africa, earlier
this year—the organization’s
40th anniversary year. In the
midst of frequent globetrotting,
he recently took time out to talk
with B.L.A.C.

Where did you grow
up?
I grew up in the
Grand River and
Livernois area of
Detroit. My father still
lives there.
What schools did you
attend?
I attended
Pattengill and
Webber Junior High. I
graduated from Cass
in 1971. Went to Wayne State
and graduated with a degree
in economics in 1975. I went
directly into MIT [Massachusetts
Institute of Technology] and
graduated with a Ph.D. in economics in 1979.
What was your experience like
going from Wayne State to
MIT?
I won’t lie—it was intimidating
at first! In fact, on day one in my
first meeting with my advisor I
was told, “You know, we don’t
admit people from Wayne State
or places like Wayne State.” But
fortunately, I got a great education from Wayne, had self-confidence, determination and family
support, and worked like a dog
to succeed.
Who are your mentors?
I have five people that I still
visit today that were instrumental
in what I am interested in today.
My cousin who was a math
teacher at Cooley High, Vivian
Gloria Collins, saw I was good
in math and got me to help
her check papers. She always
encouraged me. Another was
a high school guidance counselor who told me I wouldn’t
amount to anything. That was
also motivating for me. A Native
American civics teacher taught
us about global poverty and it
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really got me interested in what
I do today. It opened my mind
beyond Detroit and showed me
there is life outside of the city
limits.
What would you like to see
accomplished in the financial
restructuring of the economy
of Detroit?
Putting a price on carbon to
accelerate production and use
of renewable energy has to be
part of the solution. It would
make living in the cities across
America, including Detroit, much
more attractive.
What attracted you to the position of president at Africare?
I took the job to give something back. Africa has been very
good to me. This is Africa’s time
in many ways globally. The 21st
century will be driven by growth
in the emerging markets of Asia
and Latin America, and central
to that growth will be Africa as
a source of energy, many other
minerals key to technological
progress, as well as agriculture
and a market of a billion-plus
consumers. Africare has an
important role to play to help
Africa seize this moment. My
role is to modernize and help
position Africare to play its part
in helping a rising Africa.

Have you found it necessary to make major
changes in the organization?
My focus has been to
modernize the institution.
A lot of countries weren’t
independent when
Africare started. Now they
are. We have to evolve
with them so we can better partner with Africa.
We have been working to
modernize the technology and farming practices
by using higher yielding variety
seeds, irrigation canals and small
dams, updating crop management practices and intercropping.
What are your most fulfilling
accomplishments?
I lived in China for five years
[and] I tried to help them modernize their economy by showing them how to open up and
engage the rest of the world.
A lot of people thought they
wouldn’t respect me because I
was a Black person. I found they
opened up to me because, as
a Black man, I could be empathetic. I lived in Tanzania for four
years and their economy was in
the toilet. They had a shortage
of everything. For my first visit, I
stayed six weeks at their leading
hotel and the front desk brought
me a roll of toilet tissue—they
cut it in half—and one light bulb
and said be careful with that
because that’s all you’re getting.
They were closed off for a long
time. Now they’re one of the
fastest growing countries in the
world.
JACQUELINE C. BROOKS, A
DETROIT NATIVE, IS A WRITER AND
RESEARCH EDITOR FOR HEART
& SOUL MAGAZINE BASED IN
BALTIMORE.
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