AFGC Greenleaf Bulletin

Happy New Year!
Hello
January! What a great time to get back to Garden Club
business. Hope that the holidays were joyful for you
and that you had some time to spend with family and
friends.
The *Sparkle* fundraiser was amazing. I have been
showered with positive comments from members and
guests. The event worked out so beautifully and was so well planned. Thanks
to Rea Heesch and Amy Emary and their committee for doing a truly
professional job and making a memorable party for everyone, and, for creating a
very successful event for AFGC.
As we transition our organization into electronic communication with this first
issue of the Greenleaf E-mail Bulletin, it is important that each member
specifically request to continue to receive future Greenleaf Bulletins via e-mail.
You can easily do this by entering your e-mail address in the lower right corner of
this page. I strongly encourage everyone to take advantage of this paper-free
method of communication and storage of past issues. Take the time also to
explore the links to National Garden Club events, AFGC's activities, governing
documents, and awards offered.
Every member will receive a Greenleaf Bulletin. A black and white copy will be
mailed to you if you cannot receive it via e-mail. The advantages of e-mail are
so enormous now that this organization is able to produce a quality publication
and distribute our news with color, pictures, links to additional information and to
communicate so much more at a much lower cost than it is to print, sort, fold and
mail via regular mail.
May you always have Love to Share - Health to Spare - and Friends that
Care,
Sharron Luoma

Sparkle Fund Raiser

By Leta Searcy

The 201 people attending the 2009 AFGC Fund Raiser, SPARKLE, were treated to a
terrific day at the Chaparral Suites Resort in Scottsdale on December 5. Twenty of our
member clubs were represented, including seven AFGC past presidents. After a warm
welcome from our President, Sharron Luoma, everyone was delighted with the holiday
floral designs created before our eyes by Designer Brian Vetter. All 25 designs were
offered for sale. Shopping opportunities also included a silent auction, plant sale and
jewelry.
A delicious luncheon was followed by a fashion presentation by Chico’s, coordinated by
Donna Blue and modeled by our own AFGC members, Beth Hoss, Sylvia Patrick,
Joyce Person, Mary Jo Bitman, Jeanne Davis, and Dianne Parker. The afternoon
ended with a live auction and drawings for the many gift baskets donated by member
clubs, as well as the 50/50 raffle won by a lucky Irene Jensen.
We wish to extend our gratitude to Cactus Flower Florist, John Schnaubelt, Macy’s
Department Store, Heesch Real Estate, Chico’s, Baker’s, Berridge’s, Gardener’s World
and Harper’s Nurseries for their generous donations. We are especially grateful to Amy
Emary and Rea Heesch for chairing Sparkle, and all of the AFGC chairmen and
member clubs who supported them in producing this grand event. Together, we raised
over $7,500.
You can find photos and the financial report (under Resources) at the
AFGC Greenleaf Website.
Www.afgcgreenleaf.org

Central & Eastern District Meeting
By Bess Hoss
The Central and Eastern Districts held a
combined meeting at the Gold Canyon Golf
Resort in Gold Canyon, AZ on October 26, 2009,
attended by seventy-four members representing
fourteen garden clubs. Fran Harkey,
Central Director and Beth Hoss, Eastern
Director with their Assistants JoAnne Kaske and
Audrey Mooring served as Chairpersons. The program’s theme was “Flower
Shows for Dummies” and included a presentation by Flower Show Judges Mary
Jo Wall, Wanda Collins, Marcie Brooks and Irene Jensen. State President
Sharron Luoma addressed the group. She spoke about her theme "It's Showtime,"
asking each Club to have a flower show in their community and also encouraged each club to
have a listing on the NGC website.

A tour of the Gold Canyon Garden Club’s Butterfly Garden followed the meeting.
The Butterfly Garden is a long-standing project of the Gold Canyon Garden
Club. The Garden received high praise for its beauty and for its variety of plants
loved by the butterflies, and birds, as well as other wildlife in the area. Click here
to find more photos under the photo gallery at the AFGC Greenleaf Website.

Blue Star Memorial Marker
Chairman – Irene Jensen
The National Chairman of the Blue Star Memorial
Marker Program is attempting to determine the
location of the Memorial Markers across the nation. I
am asking for your help in locating the markers in the
State of Arizona. If you have information, pictures or
a description of the condition of any of the markers, I
would appreciate hearing from you. Should you have
knowledge of any of these markers or others that have been removed and perhaps
stored somewhere, please let me know of your findings. Thank you for your help!
1. Nogales (1956) US 80 (I-19) – 3miles north of Nogales
2. Fredonia (1956) US 89A – Near the Utah Border
3. Drake (1958) US 89 Rest Area Hell’s Canyon Bridge – 35 miles north of Prescott
4. Tucson - US 80 South 6th Street near Junction with I-10
5. Phoenix (1995) National Cemetery – North Cave Creek Road
6. Mesa Community College (2005) – Southern and Dobson
7. Florence (2008) Pinal County Historical Society Museum
8. Yuma Armed Forces Park- (2009)
9. Coolidge (2009) A Blue Star Memorial Marker (under way)

MEMBERSHIP - DRIVE TO SURVIVE
Do you love your Garden Club? Did you meet one of your dearest and closest friends
at Garden Club? Do you look forward to the monthly meetings, speakers and field
trips? Are you proud of all the great work your club accomplishes? Do you tell others
about your Garden Club? If you answered “YES” to any of the above,
CONGRATULATIONS! You are a designated Membership driver and your club’s best
defense against extinction.
Keeping club membership healthy is vital. Without new members, there will not be a
club, friendships, monthly meetings, speakers, and fieldtrips or great accomplishments.
To learn more about what members and clubs can do to increase membership, please
contact Carol Parrott at 602-438-4003, caparrott21@hotmail.com or go to:
http://www.gardenclub.org/Files/Ideas_to_Increase_Membership.pdf

FLORAL FIESTA

By Buff Harrington
buffharrington@yahoo.com

Come join us at our FLORAL FIESTA Design Program sponsored by AZ Flower Show
Judges’ Council. The program will be held on Thursday, March 4th at 11:00 AM at the
Fiesta Inn, Tempe, AZ. There will be fantastic designs, fabulous colors, a dried plant
material and flower container sale, lunch and an opportunity to visit with your Garden
Club friends.
Our presenter Penny Decker is from Florida. She is an incredible
designer, lecturer and instructor known for her keen sense of color
in designing beautiful traditional and highly creative floral designs.
She is an artist by training and her floral designs are truly a work of
art. Penny has been involved at every level of National Garden
Clubs and has received many awards such as The American
Horticulture Society's Frances Jones Poetker Award. This award is
bestowed upon a person who has made significant contributions to
creative floral designs and education.
This David Hergesheimer design combination will be raffled off at
"FLORAL FIESTA". These containers have endless possibilities
for designs.
Don't miss this eye-dazzling event. Come enjoy and learn. A
great, great gift; give a ticket to a friend or to yourself! Tickets are
$45. Contact Mary Jo Wall 602-996-3509
maryjo.wall@cox.net

Symposium Designs

By Buff Harrington

Three of the new NGC designs - Tapestry, Multi-Rhythmic and Mono- Botanic were
discussed and on display at AFGC's Symposium that was held in February, 2009 at the
Valley Garden Center in Phoenix.
The symposium participants loved seeing the gorgeous and incredibly creative designs.
AFGC will be having their next symposium in February, 2011. Plan on attending; it is
always an inspiring event and you will learn a great deal about horticulture and design.

Tapestry Design by Char Mutschler
Design instructor, Char Mutschler did a
beautiful example of a Tapestrydesign.
A Tapestry design is a creative solidmass design with a geometric closed
silhouette. Note the geometric forms and
the blocking (grouping) of colors in
Char's design.

Multi-Rhythmic Design by Marcie Brooks
A Multi-Rhythmic design has two or more
rhythms in the design, each creating a
different movement (Rhythm is the visual
path through the design). The rhythm lines
may go in any direction-curved, zigzag,
straight etc. In Marcie's design she has
used straight and circular movements.

Mono-Botanic Design by Sylvia Patrick
A Mono-Botanic design is a creative design
using multiple parts of a plant or plants of one
family or genus. Parts may be stems, blooms,
foliage, roots, fruit, etc. Sylvia has used the
stems from the red yucca plant and has
combined seedpods from the red yucca plant
to form larger balls in her design.

AFGC Special Scholarship Donations

By Val Colvin

This chairman is pleased to report the following additions to our
Arizona Federation of Garden Club's scholarship fund: Desert Pointe
Garden Club donated $200.00 in memory of Faye Strong. Los
Jardineros Garden Club donated $165.41 and Mesa Garden Club
donated $250.00 when the clubs left the Federation. Club members
are to be commended for supporting this educational project.
Our 75th Anniversary Scholarship Campaign and special
awards program was completed at our Diamond Jubilee convention last spring.
However, we know that scholarships remain important and plan to continue utilizing
our “Circle of Giving” concept to promote donations. The Circle of Giving logo seems
appropriate because we are a circle of caring garden club members who
support AFGC in many ways.
Scholarship donations are tax deductible because AFGC is a 501(c)(3) organization.
For additional information contact Scholarship Fundraising Chairman Val Colvin at
3619 S. Pitahaya Dr., Yuma, AZ 85365-4508, call 928-783-3686 or
E-mail valcolvin@aol.com
Home & Garden Show
The AFGC will have a free booth set up at the Home & Garden Show for any club
interested in selling garden related items for their garden club. On March 5, 6 & 7 at
the Flower and Garden show held at the Phoenix Stadium in Glendale, your AFGC will
again offer a booth for your convenience.Please contact Orvalita Hopkins to schedule a
date and time. azhopob@cox.net or 602-265-8677

It’s About Time!

By Cheryl Christenson

It’s coming. . .and It’s About Time! High Desert Designers along with the other
Northern District Garden Clubs are excited about sharing our gardeners’ talents
as well as our beautiful part of Arizona as we host our first joint flower show.
Elaine Gunderson, General Chairman of this event, Marge Youngberg,
President, and members of High Desert Designers. look forward to seeing
everyone on Friday, May 21, from 12:00 to 5:00, or Saturday, May 22, from
10:00 to 4:00 at the Sedona Public Library, 350 White Bear Road. This will be a
Standard Flower Show, and we are encouraging participation in the Horticulture
Division by any interested amateur gardener.
Schedules are available for interested clubs and/or individuals. Please contact
Elaine Gunderson via e-mail, cggleg@msn.com or telephone 928-282-3627, or
Cheryl Christenson, gardener@esedona.net or 928-284-3906 for a copy of the
Schedule.

Exhibitors should refer to the Handbook for Flower Shows, 2007 Revised
Edition, pages 123 – 150 for specific plant requirements. Container grown
plants should not exceed a pot size of ten inches.
Entries in the Design divisions are open to any National Garden Club member
club or individual member of an affiliated garden club, and this means you as an
AFGC garden club member! The NGC, Inc. Standard System of Awards will be
used. Exhibits will be judged according to the Scales of Points in the Handbook
for Flower Shows, 2007 Revised Edition, pages 297 – 304. NOTE: AFGC
Garden Clubs can enter in two different divisions: 1. Division II – Design:
Section 3, Club Competition and 2. Division III – Special Exhibits: Section A,
Educational Exhibits. Educational Exhibits are designed to educate the public in
the aims and objectives of National Garden Clubs. Exhibits in this division will
be judged according to the Scale of Points on pages 49 – 51 of The Handbook
for Flower Shows, 2007 Revised Edition. The more, the merrier! We’d love to
see your creative expressions enhance our flower show.
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us in May. It’s About Time!

Eastern District Happenings
Gold Canyon Garden Club
Welcomes Mary Irish at Shady Way Nursery
The Gold Canyon Garden Club was
fortunate to have a presentation by Mary
Irish at our favorite plant paradise during
our October meeting. Mary's advice on
planting and maintaining native and
desert adapted plants was invaluable to
all of us. Our many new members were
so grateful to have their questions
answered, as well as their gardening
anxiety allayed.

Members who had not known of Shady Way nursery were favorably
impressed with the nursery's vast array of beautiful and unusual cacti and
succulents. What a wonderful way to begin the planting season in our
Sonoran desert!

Desert Pointe Garden Club

As part of the Desert Pointe Garden
Club garden project with students at
Summit School of Ahwatukee, the
pre-school children from teacher
Suchi Roy's class participated in a
“make a wish” project by throwing
wild flower seed over their shoulders
after secretly making their wish.

Tempe Garden Club
Tempe club members plant daffodil bulbs, iris
rhizomes, alyssum, geraniums, snap dragons
and lobelia at Petersen House in Tempe.
Listed on the National Register of Historic
Homes, the Petersen House holds the
distinction of being the oldest Queen Anne
style brick residence in the Salt River Valley.
Niels Petersen, a Danish immigrant, built the
home in 1892. Supporting the restoration of
the Petersen House has captured the
imagination of our club since the 1980s. We look forward to holding our “Golden Days
Friendship Tea” on these lovely grounds on March 19, 2010.
On November 7th, we held our annual Plant/Bake/Yard sale and are pleased to report
that we raised over $1,100.00 at this event. For the past 17 years, Jean Besich
provided her home for this sale. A portion of the proceeds helps to buy the plants to
restore the gardens at the historic Petersen House, located at Southern and Priest in
Tempe. We have planted Shamel ash and cottonwood memorial trees and stepped up
to be the first group to decorate the house for Christmas using ornaments made by club
member Avery Helm.
Western District Happenings
Beautification Awards
The combined clubs, under the title of the Federated Garden Clubs of Yuma, present a
monthly award to local businesses that show extra effort in designing and maintaining
their landscaping. The September Award was given to El Encanto Apts, and the
October recipient was Regency Square Apartments.

Sanguinetti Garden
Garden Club members participated in the Sanguinetti Clean-Up Project. It was a joint
effort by all Yuma garden clubs to prune and spruce up plants in the historic Sanguinetti
Garden. The garden is located next to the Sanguinetti House Museum, part of the
Arizona Historical Society. It originally belonged to the Sanguinetti family, one of the
founding families of Yuma.
Yuma Community Bazaar
Pecan Grove Garden Club funds its youth
projects with sales at the bazaar. What a
delight to see the artistry, creativity and
devotion of the members reflected in the
groups’ now famous “dump birdhouses”,
Southwest Agave/chili Christmas trees ,
plants and painted saws. Of course a few
tasty goodies were sold as well.

The Yuma Garden Club members were busy
selling gorgeous Christmas cactus plants and
succulent wreaths. There was white, fuchsia,
and red flowering Christmas cactus for sale.
All were all loaded with buds and opened
flowers. Our winter visitors were especially
excited to take home a beautiful Christmas
cactus, just in time for the holidays.

The Yuma Orchid Society was also present
featuring their annual Orchid and
Houseplant Sale. What a joy to see a bit of
the tropics brought to the desert. Tips on
growing the delightful flowering plants were
doled out generously.

Pecan Grove Garden Club

Community Challenge Grant
The Pecan Grove Garden Club has received a Community Challenge Grant for their
School Education Tree Project. During January and February 2010, trees will be
planted at twenty-eight elementary and middle schools. The purpose of the grant is to
provide urban forestry education to the children. Coloring/Activity Books have been
printed for the elementary students and books will be placed in middle school libraries.
Approximately 17,000 students will be involved in the project.
Poetry and Essays
The Pecan Grove Garden Club annually conducts youth poetry and high school essay
contests following National Garden Clubs, Inc. guidelines. This fall the "Respect the
World Around Us" essay contest received 25 entries and 443 poems were submitted for
judging in the "Our Beautiful World" contest. All contestants receive certificates. First
place through Third place winners also receive book store gift certificates. An awards
ceremony for students, teachers, parents and even grandparents was conducted on
December 6, 2009
Yuma Garden Club
Junior Garden Club
Yuma Garden Club is again sponsoring a Junior Garden Club, the Desert Mesa Plant
Masters, at Desert Mesa Elementary School. Fifty excited students have joined this
year and will be lead by the art instructor at Desert Mesa, Jenna Watson. The club
meets at 9:30 every Wednesday. These junior gardeners are learning good gardening
techniques, along with tips on how to help our environment. Besides gardening, the
students will create flower arrangements, to enter in the Federated Flower Show at the
Yuma Co. Fair, held in April. Hopefully, they will continue their love of gardening as
adults and join a local garden club.
Yuma Tree Expo
The Yuma Garden Club has had a busy beginning to our gardening year. In October,
we participated in the Yuma Tree Expo, held at the Civic Center. We sold a variety of
plants and dish gardens filled with succulents. We also had an educational exhibit
demonstrating xeriscape principles and plants that do well in a xeriscape.
Desert Gardeners Newspaper
Beverly Peterson, Georgia Bolton, and Karen Bowen, all Yuma Garden Club members,
are contributing writers to the Desert Gardener newspaper column. The column is
printed each Thursday in the local newspaper, the Yuma Sun. Members from other
Yuma garden clubs will also be writing articles for the column whose purpose is to help
inform the public about gardening in Yuma as well as up-coming garden club events.
Garden club members enjoy sharing helpful gardening information in this manner.
The www.yumasun.com website will give you access to recent Desert Gardener
articles.

A New Greenhouse

Yuma Garden Club’s new greenhouse, donated by Frank and Pat Cooper, had a
dedication ceremony to honor the Coopers. It is officially open for planting! A plaque
was presented to the Coopers naming the greenhouse “The Frank and Pat Cooper
Greenhouse”. They look forward to propagating lots of saleable plants to raise funds
for the support of AFGC (State) college scholarships, the Junior Garden Club and other
community activities. Cal Kelley, President, and Trudy Gauntt, 2nd Vice-President, are
in charge of the greenhouse’s maintenance. Our club members are appreciative of
their hard work. Our thanks go to Frank and Pat for their generous support of our club.
Yuma Orchid Society
The Yuma Orchid Society is about to deliver fifty or more toiletry bags to “Safe House”
and local organization which rescues and rehabs persons, of all ages, who suffer from
abuse. They will also be sending a cash donation to “Amberly’s Place” which is a safe
house for children.
The Yuma Orchid Society also participated in the Yuma Tree Expo and showed up with,
of all things, home grown African violets. Sales were good and many people expressed
delight in the “indoor” offerings.
MGM Garden Club
The MGM Garden Club regularly updates the kiosks at the Moody Demonstration
Garden. The kiosks are small structures – one in each of the 8 gardens, which contain
posters with all kinds of gardening information. Posters contain information about the
various garden activities available in the Yuma area, and they are replaced every 3
months. The eight kiosks in the garden house maps of the garden, information on the
Master Gardener Program, local garden club contact information, an enlarged copy of
the Plant and Harvest chart for Yuma, children’s activities, and home gardening help.
Plant Sale
On Nov. 7 the MGM garden Club conducted their annual plant sale at the Robert J.
Moody Demonstration Garden. Tours of the Garden were available upon request.
Master Gardeners were also available to answer questions or just talk about gardening.
Moody Garden Club
AWC Day of Champions
This was the third year the Moody Garden Club received help from AWC volunteers at
the Moody Garden. They had about 12 young men and women working in the garden.
The project planned for this year was to stabilize and finish the handicap accessible
brick walkway around the raised beds in the vegetable garden as well as trimming
some plants that had grown over the sidewalk during the summer. “We do send a big
thank you to all who helped us.”
Visit us at WWW.AFGCGREENLEAF.ORG

