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provides educational
information on the park.

Spiderwort blooming in
the Regina Prairie.

1 North Entrance, located at the end of Conklin Lane,
off North Dodge. Parking, water, restrooms, shelter.
2 South Entrance and Norton Wayside, located at the
east end of Bloomington Street. Parking, shelter.
3 East Entrance, located on First Avenue south of
Hickory Trail. Parking.
The park may also be entered from unmarked entrances
4 and 5 off Seventh Avenue, 6 Oakland Cemetery, or
7 Hickory Heights Lane.

In 1965 Louis Janes, an early advocate credited with naming
Hickory Hill Park Park, wrote: “It is beautiful on any day,
even a windy rather drab late fall one, because it has hills,
streams, and long views . . . and quiet. It’s a walking kind of
park, where in spring and summer the air is filled with
birdsong and the groundcover of bushes hums with twittering
life. . . . Here’s country at your doorstep, near enough for
after-school troop and group hikes and nature games and
observations. No great caravans of cars necessary, with
mothers transporting a half-hour drive, then waiting.” Since
its founding in 1967, Hickory Hill Park has remained a bit of
wilderness at Iowa City’s back door—a place for exploration
and adventure, for solitude and contemplation.
The 98 acres that comprised the original Hickory Hill Park
account for the southwestern half of the nearly 200-acre park
that exists today. The remaining land was added on over time.
Trails too were developed over time, beginning with the early
efforts of youth crews and Boy Scouts in the 1960s. The
crushed limestone paths were added in 2001 in order to make
the park more accessible.
An arboretum, which included fruit and flowering trees, was
added near the north entrance to the park in 1979 and was
later abandoned. Occasionally you may stumble upon a
battered plant identification sign that is evidence of this
project. In the late 1990s, the Nancy Seiberling Heritage
Grove was planted in this same area, establishing a grove of
native trees—namely oak and hickory.
The Friends of Hickory Hill Park (FHHP) formed in 2000 and
works actively to restore native landscapes in the park: prairie,
oak savannah, and oak and hickory forest. FHHP volunteers
maintain trails, provide maps and educational information for
park visitors, organize tours and educational events, and
advocate for improvements in the park, including amenities
such as bathrooms and drinking water.
In 2010 FHHP purchased the land adjacent to the northwest
boundary of the park. This land, now known as the Pappy
Dickens Preserve, is held by the Johnson County Heritage
Trust. That same year FHHP completed the Norton Wayside
as a focal point for the South Entrance, which provides maps
and information on the natural history of the park.
FHHP has also worked with the Boy Scouts and Eagle Scouts
to build bridges in the park and to construct the map kiosk at
the North Entrance. An all-volunteer organization, FHHP’s
efforts are coordinated with and supported by the Iowa City
Parks and Recreation Department.
FHHP’s current work includes planning for landscape
improvements to the South Entrance and preparations for a
controlled burn in the area of the Hickory Hill. FHHP is
working with the University of Iowa Department of
Anthropology to learn more about the human history Hickory
Hill Park, including the presence of native peoples.

FRIENDS OF
HICKORY HILL PARK
The mission of Friends of Hickory Hill Park is to
permanently protect and preserve the Park’s unique
qualities as urban park land. Hickory Hill’s woodlands,
fields, and waterways provide habitat for a variety of
wildlife and offer the public an opportunity to enjoy
wildlife within the city. In recognition of our efforts the
Johnson County Heritage Trust awarded FHHP with its
prestigious Conservationist of the Year award for 2003.

CONTRIBUTE
Name
______________________________________________________
Address
_______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code
_______________________________________________________
Phone or E-mail
_______________________________________________________
Gift / Pledge amount (circle one). If pledge, please indicate whether
you would prefer to give annually or quarterly (circle one).
Amount: $500

$250

$100

$50

$25 (circle one)

Other $__________
To make a contribution in the honor/memory of an individual or a
special event (marriage, birth, etc.), please provide the appropriate
information below.
In honor/memory of :

FHHP is a 501(c)3 organization.
All contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
No goods or services were received for this gift.
Make checks payable to FHHP-Land Enhancement
& Acquisition Fund (FHHP-LEAF) and send to
Friends of Hickory Hill Park, P.O. Box 1681,
Iowa City, IA 52244-1681.
Learn about volunteer events and view maps, history,
and other information about the park at
www.hickoryhill park.org
or join us on Facebook.

