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Ghosts & Goblins at Pinchot
By Beth Kepley-McNutt, Park Naturalist

By Jim Merlino, FOPSP Chairman
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With only two days remaining to the 2011
camping season at Gifford Pinchot State Park, a
storm warning was issued for a nor'easter. With the
track record of the weather this past year (tornadoes,
flooding, and an earthquake), why not a snow storm?
Most people yielded to the storm warning with the
exception of a few die-hard campers and the
campground hosts who made preparations.
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Camping guests preparing to go trick-or-treating.

Campground covered with heavy, wet snow.

On October 29th, it happened! There was 4-5
inches of snow, freezing temperatures, trees and tree
branches snapping from the weight of the wet snow,
and a longer than expected power outage. It made
for an exciting day of camping!
There were campers who needed dug out from
their sites. Downed trees and branches needed
cleared from the roads. Who would think that in October, with the warmer than normal weather conditions, a snow blower, shovel and snow plow would
be considered necessary camping gear?
(Continued on page 3)

On the third Saturday of October, since 2006,
Gifford Pinchot State Park is transformed into something very different. A little spooky, a little ghostly, a
lot of fun … PiNchotween!
In 2011, the family-friendly Halloween celebration, was celebrated on October 22nd. In the afternoon, over 150 kids and their families enjoyed various crafts (including pine cone bird feeders, pumpkin necklaces, and Halloween finger prints), a nature
scavenger hunt and pumpkin decorating at the nature/interpretive center in the Conewago Day Use
area. This part of the day was open to the public …
for anyone to come out and join in the fun!
(Continued on page 2)

DID YOU KNOW…
...Seven species of woodpeckers are
common to Pennsylvania?
They include the red-headed woodpecker, pileated
woodpecker, northern flicker, red-bellied woodpecker,
yellow-bellied sapsucker, downy woodpecker and
hairy woodpecker. All seven species have been
documented at Gifford Pinchot State Park.
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Campers enjoying the Pinchotween Bonfire.
Pumpkin Beanbag Toss at the Nature Center.

PHOTO BY GIFFORD PINCHOT STATE PARK

As the sun set, ghouls and goblins appeared in
the campground. Wait! They were camping guests
dressed up in costumes, getting ready for Trick-orTreat! For those who were camping with us, an organized Trick-or-Treat route was set up so kids could
safely go from campsite to campsite, hopefully seeking out more treats than tricks.
This year, over 300 guests participated in Trickor-Treat, with over 100 campsites adorned with Halloween decorations. Judging took place for “best costume” in various age ranges and “best decorated
campsite”.
The Hautlaub Family, from Littlestown, PA,
won first place in the campsite decorating contest
and the Marinucci Family, from Wilmington, DE,
won second place.
After Trick-or-Treat, park staff set the bonfire
ablaze on the lake shore beach area at bathhouse #7
in the campground. Snacks were provided and do-

One of the many campsites decorated for Pinchotween.
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nated by campground guests and park staff. Families
spent time around the fire, until bedtime beckoned.
As the last of the bonfire flames faded out, everyone knew they will have to wait another year to
again experience the family-fun that is Pinchotween
at Pinchot Park! ■

Much Thanks to the
Volunteers of 2011
By the Friends of Pinchot State Park Board of Directors

During the 2011 year, there were 58 park volunteers who provided 1,551 project hours and 8,720
campground host hours.
The 1st Annual “All Star Pinchot Park Volunteer” award was presented to Jim Grove, who volunteered 288 work hours plus
an additional 680 hours as
campground host.
Projects worked on
throughout the year include: Ice and firewood
fundraisers, habitat restoration, park and campground
maintenance, nature center
hosting, trail stewardship
and maintenance, public
programs, and various administrative duties.
The Board of Directors, of the Friends of Pinchot
State Park, would like to thank the following selfless
people who helped to make a difference at Pinchot
this past year (listed alphabetically): Curt Ashenfelter, John and Kay Boob, Amber Coeyman, Phyllis Crooks, Bob Deffner, Rudy Euler, Dean and Barb
(Continued on page 3)
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of 2011
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Gibbons, Ron Gray, Jim
Grove, Clifford Kirk, Arthur Leppo, Betsy Leppo, Dick Martin, Bill and
Thelma Maughlin, Jim
McCoy, Andrew and
Beth (Kepley) McNutt,
Jim and Kim Merlino,
Kevin
and
Melissa
Merlino, Skip Newcom-

er, Wanda Peatross, Brydon Pollard, Ted and
Rose Prindle, Wanda
Pritulsky, Ryan Rager,
Jack and Sally Ray, Larry
and Ruth Ann Reddy,
Nathan Richards, Phil
Richards,
Jim
Rick-

Winter
Conditions at
Pennsylvania
State Parks

2200 Rosstown Road
Lewisberry, PA 17339
(717) 432-5011
Email: FOPSP@aol.com

ensbaugh, Tony Robbins, Lou and Pat Sabold, Tim Schmidt, Kenneth
and
Nancy
Schrum, Wayne and
Deb Snelbaker, Thyra
Sperry, Steve Stroman,
Todd Trimmer, Glenn
and Deb Wallick, Lauren Weldon, Lee and
Betty Weller, Phil Williams, Laura Xu and
friend, and Paul Yatabe.
Thank you to our
parent organization, the
Pennsylvania Parks and
Forests Foundation, for
their support and guidance.

Additionally,
we
would like to thank the
Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat Commission, the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR), and
the park staff and management, for their support throughout the
year. n

FRIENDS OF PINCHOT STATE PARK

ADVISORY BOARD

2011-2012 Annual Membership Application

Chairman
Jim Merlino

Make checks payable to: PPFF

Co-Chairman
Ted Prindle
Treasurer
Sally Ray
Secretary
Betsy Leppo
Board Members
Larry Reddy
Kevin Merlino
Pat Sabold
James Grove
Steve Stroman
Park Representative
Beth Kepley
This volunteer advisory board is
dedicated to preserving, protecting and enhancing the natural
and recreational resources of
Gifford Pinchot State Park for
present and future generations.
Friends of Pinchot State Park is a
chapter of the Pennsylvania
Parks and Forests Foundation
(PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Contributions are tax deductible to the
fullest extent of the law.
Newsletter Editor: Pat Sabold
psaboldFOPSP@aol.com
Publication deadlines are the 5th of each
quarter (March, June, September, December). The Advisory Board reserve publication decisions.
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(include FOPSP on the memo line)
Four inches of blue ice will
hold 200 lbs., five inches of
blue ice will hold 800 lbs.,
seven inches will hold 1500
lbs., and eight inches will
hold 2000 lbs.

A winter report, showing
snow and ice conditions,
can be found at:
www.dcnr.state.pa.us/
stateparks/winter/
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All of us die-hard
campers survived the
October
2011
snow
storm and are not planning for a repeat in 2012!
It was one of those
camping
experiences
that will be talked about
and shared with other
campers, friends, and
family
members
for
years to come. ■

Mail form with payment to: Friends of Pinchot State Park, 2200
Rosstown Road, Lewisberry, PA 17339
o NEW MEMBERSHIP

__ Senior (age 65+) $10.00
__ Individual
$15.00
__ Family
$25.00
__ Damselfly Sponsor $50.00
__ Dragonfly Sponsor $100.00

o RENEWAL

__ Corporate
$250.00+
__ I’d like to make a
tax-deductible
contribution of $________
TOTAL $ ______________

Name(s) ________________________________________
Street __________________________________________
City ____________________________________________
State/Zip Code _______________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
Email___________________________________________
o I would like to receive my newsletter via email.
o I am interested in volunteering.
Friends of Pinchot State Park was formed in March 2009 as a chapter of the
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions to PPFF are tax deductible to the fullest extent of
the law. The official registration of the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free
within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
Memberships are for one year, June 1 through May 31.
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